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OUR MISSION

Texas Health Action is a community informed non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing access to culturally affirming, quality health 
services in a safe and supportive environment with an expertise in 
serving LGBTQIA+ people and people impacted by HIV. 

Kind Clinic advances sexual wellness 
by providing healthcare in a safe and 
supportive environment.
Our Services: PrEP (Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis), PEP (Post-
Exposure Prophylaxis), Gender Affirming Care, HIV Medical 
Care, Chronic Hepatitis C Treatment, Sexually Transmitted 
Infection (STI) testing and treatment, 



Community Health Program: walk-in 
(unscheduled) STI testing and treatment

Missed Connections:
Rooted in HIV prevention, broad based STI 
testing and treatment creates opportunities 
for HIV testing when people may not 
understand their level of risk.

Continuum of Care:
Same day STI treatment in many cases. 
Ability to start PrEP or HIV care fast (same 
day or within 24 hours 75% of the time). 

Kind Clinic Walk-in Testing Model of Care

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HIV and STIs are still prevalent in our community – we have made great advances in treatment, and that is helping more and more people, and we still have new HIV infections and a rise in STIs across the state. 



Crumbling Infrastructure for STIs and 
Communicable Disease

• State and Federal resources limited and 
declining

– CDC out of funding for STI grants1

– Most recent House budget proposal to 
ELIMINATE funding for the Ending the 
HIV Epidemic program, Reductions to 
CDC2 3 4 

• Texas ranked worst place to live for "Life, 
Health, and Inclusion”5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Health departments have statutory responsibility for STIs and communicable disease Example of other declines, DSHS out of funding for Adult Safety Net vaccines (Hep A, B, meningococcal, flu) and as of Aug 1 will no longer be able to offer pneumococcal, varicella, or HPV vaccines. 



Need for HIV and STI testing: 57% of cisgender 
men and women and 25% of gender expansive 
respondents claimed to have never been tested.

Need for LGBTQIA+ affirming healthcare 
providers:
• 19.2% of respondents delayed or canceled 

appointments
• 15.9% didn’t seek medical care when they were 

sick
• 13.3% mistrust and avoid all medical 

professionals
• 26% indicated that they have never talked with 

their primary care provider about their sexual 
health.

LGBTQIA+ Quality of Life Study6



KIND 
CLINIC

This report is only indicative of STI testing offered through Kind Clinic’s Walk-In Testing, including mobile testing vehicle, which is only a 
portion of all testing and treatment Texas Health Action provides. This report does not account for additional STI testing and treatment also 
offered at Kind Clinic locations in Central and South Austin and through telemedicine.
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This report is only indicative of STI testing offered through Kind Clinic’s Walk-In Testing, including mobile testing vehicle, which is only a portion of all testing and treatment Texas Health Action provides. This report does not account for additional STI testing and treatment also offered at Kind Clinic locations in Central and South Austin and through telemedicine. 



KIND 
CLINICMORE TESTS; MORE INFECTIONS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Include discussion about increased susceptibility to HIV if already diagnosed with another STI. 
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94.96% of patients 
diagnosed with 
HIV or STIs 
receive treatment 
at a Kind Clinic 
location

97.78% of patients 
diagnosed with 
HIV are linked to 
care within 72hrs 
at a Kind Clinic 
location

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Priority populations are determined by disproportionate rates at which communities are impacted by HIV/AIDS as determined by the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS). PRIORITY POPULATIONS: Black men who have sex with men (MSM), Latinx MSM, White MSM, Trans Men, Trans Women, Non-Binary / Gender Non-Conforming. NON-PRIORITY POPULATIONS: Heterosexual men and women including Black and Latinx people, Asian American and Pacific Islander MSM, Indigenous MSM. 



9

Texas Department of State 
Health Services 
(DSHS). Priority Populations for 
HIV and STI Testing: 
• Black Men Who Have Sex with Men
• Latinx Men Who Have Sex with Men
• White Men Who Have Sex with Men
• Trans Men
• Trans Women
• Non-Binary / Gender Non-

Conforming

People Also 
Receiving STI 
Testing and 
Treatment:

• Heterosexual men 
and women 
including Black and 
Latinx people

• Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Men 
Who Have Sex with 
Men

• Indigenous Men Who 
Have Sex with Men

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Priority populations are determined by disproportionate rates at which communities are impacted by HIV/AIDS as determined by the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS). 
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Disparities in STI Infections STIs continue to 
disproportionately 
impact racial and 
ethnic minority 
groups, LGBTQIA+ 
communities and 
younger people.

Black and Latino 
MSM make up 
27% of those who 
were diagnosed 
with chlamydia, 
and 37% of 
gonorrhea 
diagnoses.
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Disparities in STI Infections Black and Latino 
MSM make up 
51% of those 
diagnoses with 
syphilis. 

Black residents of 
Travis County are 
approximately 9% 
of the population, 
but Black MSM 
make up 16% of 
Kind Clinic’s 
syphilis 
diagnoses, further 
highlighting the 
disparities that 
persist.



IN SUMMARY: 
• Kind Clinic’s walk-in testing is impactful in the 

services being provided.

• Elimination of health disparities is a needed focus 
in healthcare to truly have an impact on health 
outcomes, including LGBTQIA+ individuals.

• Kind Clinic is a critical partner in Austin’s public 
health infrastructure to address HIV and STI 
transmission in Central Texas.

• Need for sustained financial investment in 
community STI testing in Austin.
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