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ORDINANCE AMENDMENT REVIEW SHEET 

 

Amendment:  C20-2023-009 Site Specific SOS amendment and related variances 

 

Description: Amends Land Development Code (LDC) 25-8 Article 13 Save Our Springs 

Initiative and related variances to Chapter 25-8 Subchapters A (Water Quality) of the Land 

Development Code as necessary to construct the Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement 

Facility, SP-2022-0462D. 

 

Proposed Language: Consider an ordinance granting a site-specific amendment to LDC 25-

8-514 (Pollution Prevention Required) of the Save Our Springs Initiative as it relates to 

development in the Critical Water Quality Zone, granting variances to LDC 25-8-263 

(Floodplain Modification), LDC 25-8-341 (Cut), LDC 25-8-342 (Fill), and LDC 25-8-482 

(Water Quality Transition Zone) to allow construction of the Little Bear Recharge 

Enhancement Project (C20-2023-0009). This project is located within the Barton Springs 

Zone.  

 

Summary of proposed code amendment 

The amendment under consideration is related to an enhancement project for the Edwards 

Aquifer currently under review that is located within the Edwards Aquifer portion of the 

Barton Springs Zone. A portion of the proposed diversion channel described in SP-2022-

0462D is within the Critical Water Quality Zone (CWQZ) of the site. The SOS Ordinance 

prohibits development in the CWQZ for areas within the Barton Springs Zone and would not 

permit the construction of this facility.  

 

Because 25-8-515 prohibits variances from the SOS Ordinance, a site-specific amendment to 

the SOS Ordinance approved by a supermajority of the City Council is necessary to allow 

construction of the Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement Facility. 

 

Four variances are also necessary to complete the site development permitting process: 

• 25-8-263 (Floodplain Modification) to allow floodplain modification within a 

CWQZ. 

• 25-8-341 (Cut) and 25-8-342 (Fill) to allow cut and fill in excess of 4 feet. 

• 25-8-482 (Water Quality Transition Zone) to allow development in a water quality 

transition zone that lies over the Edwards Aquifer recharge zone in the Barton 

Springs Zone. 

 

Construction of the Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement Facility will require floodplain 

modification within the CWQZ and development in the WQTZ to construct and connect the 

diversion channel from Little Bear Creek to the quarry and allow for the diversion of flood 

waters as proposed. The grading associated with the channel construction also requires cut 

and fill in excess of 4 feet. Mitigation for impacts associated with the development will be 

provided in excess of minimum code requirements.  
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Background:  Initiated by City Council Resolution 20230420-026 

 

On April 20, 2023, City Council approved Resolution No.20230420-026 to initiate variances 

and amendments to the Land Development Code, including site-specific amendments to 

Chapter 25-8, Subchapter A, Article 13 (Save Our Springs Initiative), as necessary to allow 

for the completion of the Little Bear Aquifer Recharge Enhancement Project, an aquifer 

recharge project at Stoneledge Quarry within the Barton Springs Segment of the Edwards 

Aquifer.  

 

The Edwards Aquifer is a federally-designated, sole-source aquifer, which serves as a 

primary source of drinking water for tens of thousands of people and is a vital resource to the 

general economy and welfare of the City of Austin and the State of Texas.  

 

Through land purchases and conservation easements, the City of Austin now protects over 

33,000 acres of land in the recharge and contributing zones of the Aquifer to benefit water 

quality and quantity. In 2002, the City of Austin used Open Space Bond Funds to purchase 

an 86.4 acre tract within the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone (“Wenzel Tract”) in northern 

Hays County that includes the 18 acre Stoneledge Quarry. The purchase of the abandoned 

Stoneledge Quarry was in partnership with the Hill Country Conservancy for the purpose of 

constructing the recharge enhancement facility. 

 

The Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement project proposes to divert a portion (30% to 

50%) of the flood flows above 50 cubic feet per second from Little Bear Creek though a 

diversion channel into Stoneledge Quarry, where the water will slowly recharge the Aquifer 

thereby increasing aquifer storage and enhancing flows at Barton Springs; Exhibit 2. 

 

The upstream drainage area to the proposed diversion channel is approximately 7,000 acres, 

of which 42% (approximately 2,900 acres) is protected from future development by fee 

simple and Conservation Easement purchases and includes the Ashmun, Nester, Hays 

County Ranch and Cypress Water Quality Protection Lands. 

 

Staff Recommendation:  

Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendment and associated variances for the 

following reasons: 

• The project will provide SOS non-degradation water quality treatment for all new and 

reconstructed impervious cover, or equivalent area, with innovative management 

practices in accordance with LDC 25-8-151. 

• The new impervious cover proposed by the project is limited to an unimproved road 

with gated and restricted access for use by City of Austin staff in maintenance, land 

management and educational activities. 

• The project will provide 3 acres of floodplain restoration which is ~140% of the 

required mitigation for the proposed floodplain modification in a CWQZ. 

• The project will provide 5.23 acres of upland restoration. 

• The project will pay into the Tree Fund in lieu of providing mitigation for tree 

removals. 

  

2 of 63



  C20-2023-009 

 3 

 

Board and Commission Actions 

June 21st, 2023: Approved by the Codes and Ordinances Joint Committee, 6-0. 

July 5th, 2023: Approved by the Environmental Commission, 10-0. 

July 25th, 2023: Approved by the Planning Commission, 11-0 

 

Council Action 

August 31st, 2023: A public hearing will be scheduled. 

 

Ordinance Number: TBD 

 

City Staff: Scott Heirs     Phone: (512) 974-1916     Email: scott.heirs@austintexas.gov  

City Staff: Leslie Lilly     Phone: (512) 535-8914     Email: Leslie.lilly@austintexas.gov  
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Site Location 
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Overall Site Plan for Little Bear Creek Aquifer Recharge Enhancement Project 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO:  Kevin Ramberg, Chair and Commissioners  

  Environmental Commission 
 
FROM:  Katie Coyne, Environmental Officer 
  Watershed Protection 
 
DATE:  June 06, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: SOS and Other Code Amendments for Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement Facility 

SP-2022-0462D 
                                  

On the July 5th, 2023, Environmental Commission agenda is a proposed amendment to the City’s Save  
Our Springs ordinance and related variances to Chapter 25-8 of the Land Development Code. The  
ordinance is being brought forward to enable the Watershed Protection Department (WPD) to 
construct, operate, and maintain the Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement Project, an aquifer 
recharge project at Stoneledge Quarry within the Barton Springs Segment of the Edwards Aquifer (the 
"Aquifer"). 
 
Project Description and Background 
The Aquifer is a federally-designated, sole-source aquifer, which serves as a primary source of drinking 
water for tens of thousands of people and is a vital resource to the general economy and welfare of the 
City of Austin and the State of Texas.  
 
Through land purchases and conservation easements, the City of Austin now protects over 33,000 acres 
of land in the recharge and contributing zones of the Aquifer to benefit water quality and quantity. In 
2002, the City of Austin used Open Space Bond Funds to purchase an 86.4 acre tract within the Edwards 
Aquifer Recharge Zone (“Wenzel Tract”) in northern Hays County that includes the 18 acre Stoneledge 
Quarry; Exhibit 1.  
 
The purchase of the abandoned Stoneledge Quarry was in partnership with the Hill Country Conservancy 
for the purpose of constructing the recharge enhancement facility.  
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Exhibit 2. Site Location 

  

The Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement project proposes to divert a portion (30% to 50%) of the 
flood flows above 50 cubic feet per second from Little Bear Creek though a diversion channel into 
Stoneledge Quarry, where the water will slowly recharge the Aquifer thereby increasing Aquifer storage 
and enhancing flows at Barton Springs; Exhibit 2. 
 
The upstream drainage area to the proposed diversion channel is approximately 7,000 acres of which 
42% (approximately 2,900 ac) is protected from future development by fee simple and Conservation 
Easement purchases and includes the Ashmun, Nester, Hays County Ranch and Cypress Water Quality 
Protection Lands. 
 
Exhibit 2. Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement Facility 
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Code Amendment and Variance  
A portion of the proposed diversion channel described in SP-2022-0462D is within the Critical Water 
Quality Zone (CWQZ) of the site. The SOS Ordinance prohibits development in the CWQZ for areas 
within the Barton Springs Zone and would not permit the construction of this facility. Also, because 25-
8-515 prohibits variances from the SOS Ordinance, a site-specific amendment to the SOS Ordinance 
approved by a supermajority of the City Council is necessary to allow construction of the Little Bear 
Creek Recharge Enhancement Facility. 
 
Four variances are also necessary to complete the site development permit application process: 

• 25-8-263 (Floodplain Modification) to allow floodplain modification within a CWQZ 

• 25-8-341 (Cut) and 25-8-342 (Fill) to allow cut and fill in excess of 4 feet. 

• 25-8-482 (Water Quality Transition Zone) to allow development in a water quality transition 
zone that lies over the South Edwards Aquifer recharge zone 

 
Construction of the Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement Facility will require floodplain modification 
within the CWQZ and development in the WQTZ to construct and connect the diversion channel from 
Little Bear Creek to the quarry and allow for the diversion of flood waters as proposed. The grading 
associated with the channel construction also requires cut and fill in excess of 4 feet. Mitigation for 
impacts associated with the development will be provided in excess of minimum code requirements.  
 
Stormwater modelling by WPD engineer staff will demonstrate SOS non-degradation water quality 
requirements will be met by allowing runoff to natural vegetated filter strips and infiltration areas in 
compliance with 25-8-151 (Innovative Management Practices). The project will also provide 3 acres of 
floodplain restoration, which is ~140% of the required mitigation for the proposed floodplain 
modification in a CWQZ, and an additional 5.23 acres of upland restoration. 
 
The proposed site-specific ordinance will authorize the SOS amendment and the four variances 
minimally required to construct the project, which will improve the quality and quantity of recharge to 
the Aquifer, meet SOS non-degradation requirements for surface water treatment, and provide 
extensive onsite restoration. 
 
Project Review 
WPD is the project sponsor and has developed the design in consultation with engineering staff. WPD is 
pursuing development of the Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement Facility Project under a site plan 
permit. Staff from Development Services and other City of Austin departments have completed at least 
one round of review of the site plan application. 
 
Recommendation 
Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendment and associated variances for the following 
reasons: 

• The project will provide SOS non-degradation water quality treatment for all new and 
reconstructed impervious cover, or equivalent area, with innovative management practices in 
accordance with LDC 25-8-151. 

• The new impervious cover proposed by the project is limited to an unimproved road with gated 
and restricted access for use by City of Austin staff in maintenance, land management and 
educational activities. 
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• The project will provide 3 acres of floodplain restoration which is ~140% of the required 
mitigation for the proposed floodplain modification in a CWQZ. 

• The project will provide 5.23 acres of upland restoration. 

• The project will pay into the Tree Fund in lieu of providing mitigation for tree removals. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 20230705-007 
 
Date: July 5, 2023 

Subject: SOS Code Amendments for Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement Facility           
SP-2022-0462D  

Motion by: Jennifer L. Bristol   Seconded by: Perry Bedford 

WHEREAS, the Watershed Protection Department (WPD) will construct, operate, and maintain 
the Little Bear Creek Recharge Enhancement Project within the recharge project at Stoneledge 
Quarry within the Barton Springs Segment of the Edwards Aquifer; and  

WHEREAS, four variances are necessary to complete the site development permit application 
process:  

• 25-8-263 (Floodplain Modification) to allow floodplain modification within a CWQZ  
• 25-8-341 (Cut)  
• 25-8-342 (Fill) to allow cut and fill in excess of 4 feet.  
• 25-8-422 (Water Quality Transition Zone) to allow development in a water quality transition 

zone that lies over the South Edwards Aquifer recharge zone 

WHEREAS, staff recommends approval of the proposed amendment and associated variances 
for the following reasons:  

1. The project will provide SOS non-degradation water quality treatment for all new and 
reconstructed impervious cover, or equivalent area, with innovative management practices in 
accordance with LDC 25-8-151.  

2. The new impervious cover proposed by the project is limited to an unimproved road with 
gated and restricted access for use by City of Austin staff in maintenance, land management 
and educational activities.  

3. The project will provide 3 acres of floodplain restoration which is 140% of the required 
mitigation for the proposed floodplain modification in a CWQZ.  

4. The project will provide 5.23 acres of upland restoration.  
5. The project will pay into the Tree Fund in lieu of providing mitigation for tree removals. 

THEREFORE, the Environmental Commission recommends approval of the amendments. 

VOTE: 10-0 
 
For: Kevin Ramberg, Perry Bedford, Jennifer Bristol, Richard Brimer, Hanna Cofer, Mariana 
Krueger, Colin Nickells, Haris Qureshi, Melinda Schiera, David Sullivan 
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Against: none 
Abstain: none 
Recuse: none 
Absent: Peter Einhorn 
 
Attest:  
 

 
Kevin Ramberg, Environmental Commission Chair 
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T     

Little Bear Creek Recharge 
Enhancement Project

Capital Improvement Project 6660.024

Scott E. Hiers, P.G.
Watershed Protection Manager

Project Coordinator

C20-2023-0009

SP-2022-0462D
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T     

Project SOS Amendments

LDC 25 -8 -263:  F loodp la in  mod i f i cat ion  with in  the  Cr i t i ca l  

Water  Qua l i ty  Zone.

• D ive rs i o n  c h a n n e l

LDC 25 -8 -514:  Deve lopment  in  the  Cr i t i ca l  Water  Qua l i ty  Zone

• D ive rs i o n  c h a n n e l

3
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T     

Project SOS Amendments

LDC 25 -8 -342:  F i l l  in  excess  o f  4 - f t

• S p o i l s  d i s p o s a l  i n  q u a r r y

• D ive rs i o n  c h a n n e l  t ra n s i t i o n

LDC 25 -8 -341:  Cut  in  excess  o f  4 - f t

• D ive rs i o n  c h a n n e l

• P i l o t  c h a n n e l

• S p i l lwa y

4
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T     

Project SOS Amendments

LDC 25 -8 -482:  Construct ion  in  the  Water  Qua l i ty  

Trans i t ion  Zone

• D ive rs i o n  c h a n n e l

• Re a l i g n m e n t  o f  u n i m p rove d  m a i n t e n a n c e  ro a d

4
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T     6

Limestone quarry 
operations have 
altered the site

Tributary
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T     

What is the Project?
100% Design
Recharge Enhancement 
Project 

Quarry

7
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T     

Floodplain Modification and 
Construction in the WQTZ

8

WQTZ

CWQZ

LDC 25-8-263

LDC 25-8-482

To allow floodplain 
modification within a 
Critical Water Quality 
Zone (CWQZ).

To allow development in a 
water quality transition 
zone (WQTZ) that lies over 
the Edwards Aquifer 
Recharge Zone in the 
Barton Springs Zone.Realigned 

unimproved two-
tract road
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T     

Cut and Fill

9

• To allow fill in excess of 4 feet. 

LDC 25-8-341

LDC 25-8-342

• To allow cut in excess of 4 feet.
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T     

Staff  Recommendation
• Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendment and associated variances with 

the following conditions:

• The project will provide compliant SOS non-degradation water quality treatment or what is technically feasible for all 
new and reconstructed impervious cover for all new impervious.

• The new impervious cover proposed by the project is limited to an unimproved road with gated and restricted access 
for use by City of Austin staff in maintenance, land management and educational activities.

• The project will provide 3 acres of floodplain restoration which is ~140% of the required mitigation for the proposed 
floodplain modification in a CWQZ.

• The project will provide 5.23 acres of upland restoration.

• The project will pay into the Tree Fund in lieu of providing tree mitigation on site.

7
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C I T Y  O F  A U S T I N  W A T E R S H E D  P R O T E C T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T     

Questions?
Contac t  In f ormat ion :

S c o t t  E .  H i e r s  ( W P D )

s c o t t . h i e r s @ a u s t i n t e x a s . g o v

L e s l i e  L i l l y  ( W P D )

l e s l i e . l i l l y @ a u s t i n t e x a s . g o v

8
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From: Tepper, Rachel
To: Hiers, Scott
Cc: Johns, David; Lilly, Leslie; Books, Paul; Barton-Holmes, Christine
Subject: RE: Status of Affordability Impact Statement Request (AISR) - Little Bear Recharge Enhancement Project.
Date: Monday, June 12, 2023 4:13:16 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Scott,
 
I am filling in for Tymon while he is out.
 
While we usually aim to have the AIS complete by COJC, our deadline is actually Planning
Commission.
I can assure you we will provide it to you well in advance of your Planning Commission date.
 
If you can send draft code language when it is available, that would be very helpful.
 
Thanks so much,
 
Rachel
 
 
 
 

From: Khamsi, Tymon <Tymon.Khamsi@austintexas.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2023 12:42 PM
To: Tepper, Rachel <Rachel.Tepper@austintexas.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Status of Affordability Impact Statement Request (AISR) - Little Bear Recharge
Enhancement Project.
 
Hey, set up my away message and this came through beforehand!

From: Hiers, Scott <scott.hiers@austintexas.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2023 12:22:54 PM
To: Khamsi, Tymon <Tymon.Khamsi@austintexas.gov>
Cc: Johns, David <David.Johns@austintexas.gov>; Lilly, Leslie <Leslie.Lilly@austintexas.gov>; Books,
Paul <Paul.Books@austintexas.gov>; Barton-Holmes, Christine <Christine.Barton-
Holmes@austintexas.gov>
Subject: RE: Status of Affordability Impact Statement Request (AISR) - Little Bear Recharge
Enhancement Project.
 
Tymon,
 
I’m just checking-in to see on the status of AIS for the Little Bear Recharge Enhancement Project.

The backup for COJC is due on Wednesday, June 14th. I have presentation, Lesile Lilly and Chirstine
are working on Staff Report. The draft Code is not available yet, and I assume you or your staff will
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have AIS already for the backup.
 
Thanks!
 
Scott E. Hiers, P.G.
Watershed Program Manager – Environmental Monitoring and Compliance
City of Austin | Watershed Protection Department
 
Office: (512) 974-1916
Cell: (737) 263-8266
www.austintexas.gov/watershed
 

 
 
This electronic mail message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. This message, together with any attachment, may contain the sender's organization's
confidential and privileged information. The recipient is hereby notified to treat the information as
confidential and privileged and to not disclose or use the information except as authorized by
sender's organization. Any unauthorized review, printing, retention, copying, disclosure, distribution,
retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this
information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received
this message in error, please immediately contact the sender by reply email and delete all copies of
the material from any computer. Thank you for your cooperation.
 

From: Khamsi, Tymon <Tymon.Khamsi@austintexas.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 4:31 PM
To: Hiers, Scott <scott.hiers@austintexas.gov>
Cc: Johns, David <David.Johns@austintexas.gov>
Subject: RE: Status of Affordability Impact Statement Request (AISR)
 
Hi Scott,
 
Absolutely!  Thank you for filling out the Airtable form early in the process. We are working through
the queue of AIS requests and are working with awareness of the deadlines for this particular
amendment. We strive to return them to submitters before Code and Ordinance Joint

Subcommittee backup is due, which would be June 14th at the latest for this amendment.  If you
have any more questions, please let me know!
 
Cheers,

Tymon
 

From: Hiers, Scott <scott.hiers@austintexas.gov> 
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Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 10:50 AM
To: Khamsi, Tymon <Tymon.Khamsi@austintexas.gov>
Cc: Johns, David <David.Johns@austintexas.gov>
Subject: Status of Affordability Impact Statement Request (AISR)
 
Tymon,
 
Watershed Protection Department submitted Affordability Impact Statement Request via the online
site (https://airtable.com/shr1TIo3xJlmP9RPs)

on May 3rd, 2023, but we haven’t heard back on the status of the review. Is possible to get a quick
status update for our request?
 
The request is for a site-specific amendment to SOS for the constructions of diversion channel on
Water Quality Protection Lands – CIP 6661.024, which is the Little Bear Creek Recharge

Enhancement Project. We are on schedule for the June 21st Code and Ordinance Joint
Subcommittee meeting, and we want to make sure all request documentation is on schedule.
 
Thanks
 
Scott E. Hiers, P.G.
Watershed Program Manager – Environmental Monitoring and Compliance
City of Austin | Watershed Protection Department
 
Office: (512) 974-1916
Cell: (737) 263-8266
www.austintexas.gov/watershed
 

 
 
This electronic mail message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. This message, together with any attachment, may contain the sender's organization's
confidential and privileged information. The recipient is hereby notified to treat the information as
confidential and privileged and to not disclose or use the information except as authorized by
sender's organization. Any unauthorized review, printing, retention, copying, disclosure, distribution,
retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this
information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received
this message in error, please immediately contact the sender by reply email and delete all copies of
the material from any computer. Thank you for your cooperation.
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