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What is a Food System?



Food for 
Thought



Opportunities for the 
Austin-Travis 
County Food Policy 
Board:
How to get involved



Options for Plugging into Comprehensive 
and Disaster Food Planning

1. The Austin/Travis County Food Planning process has Karen Magid 
serving as liaison to the Community Advisory Committee. 

2. Karen reports back at every full meeting and board members can 
provide feedback to Karen to take back to CAC.

3. Board Members can create an ongoing Working Group 

4. Individual Board Members can participate in an Issue Area Group

5. Board Members can report regularly to Elected Officials on plan

6. Participate in community/stakeholder vetting of the Disaster 
Appendix

7. Once plan is developed, Board Members can help with 
implementation



Things the board can influence

1. Policy  
2. Programs 
3. Administrative Actions (i.e., fee structures, 

permitting)
4. Budget Requests (initiatives, programming, or 

staffing)
5. Budget Reallocations



Getting an idea to Elected Officials 
for consideration & further action

1. A resolution (see template) would be written to express your board’s 
desire for Council and Commissioners to do something, and you write 
the “Whereas” clauses to express the context of it.  The “Now therefore, 
be it resolved” section is where you make the ask.  

a. Resolutions may or may not be taken up and moved forward by a 
Council office or County Commissioners, and it requires advocates 
of the issue to proactively reach out and discuss this with potential 
Council or Commissioner champions.

2. A Council Committee Agenda Request would make the request to the 
Mayor’s Office to assign this topic to a Council Committee where it could 
give you all an opportunity to talk about it with a subset of Council 
members and they could decide to move it forward to the full City 
Council.

3. Budget input and engagement

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iMiZjkE_iWNmLDZ0p-wN6m-cnaHVGVmw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yMsAbcV48MHMGDxQhRmBEdRANCirhDC3/edit
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__austintexas.gov_department_city-2Dcouncil_council-5Fcommittee-5Finfo-5Fcenter.htm&d=DwMFAg&c=6vgNTiRn9_pqCD9hKx9JgXN1VapJQ8JVoF8oWH1AgfQ&r=5GdMb4YfoLiNZ0Vx01iUbANJbiOvrwL7Ac8qorMp-r_vTm49W2INXhFCUMazouwL&m=H0rfS5Tdr1zHZNa8tPhIFUw6XyHY7JTBjlNtaBvi8P4&s=smgkG6K2yxfSba2qynoFiHAgRm8C2Tq_BdkLMNCTbTw&e=


From Idea to Action 

Discussion

Council Committee 
Agenda RequestBoard Resolution

Work with Council 
Members

Council 
Committee

CoA Departments 

Elected Officials 
policy, funding, 

etc.

Budget Input

Idea

Austin-Travis 
County Food 
Policy Board

Work with County 
Officials

Board 
Vote/Approval



Thank You!

/austinsustainability

www.austintexas.gov/food


