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AARC Mission, Vision & Values

We envision a society where all people feel 
like they belong. Our Asian diaspora 
represents many cultures, languages, 
ethnicities, nationalities, and migration 
histories. We recognize that our 
communities are complex, similar and 
different. When we share our cultures, our 
struggles, and our histories, we offer each 
other a space to heal and celebrate. When 
we create community, all communities 
belong.
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Diversity - acknowledging our cultures and 
histories.

Solidarity - recognizing our interconnectedness 
with ourselves and other communities of color.

Peace - creating space for healing and unity.

Collaboration - building relationships and co-
creating.

Intergenerational - connecting through stories.

Celebration - celebrating our intersectional 
identities and cultures.

The Asian American Resource Center’s 
mission is to create a space of belonging and 
healing for Asian American communities in 
Austin and beyond. We do this through 
community collaborations and partnerships; 
providing rental space; organizing cultural, 
educational and health wellness programs; 
and curating art and historical exhibitions. 
We lead with our values and our vision, so 
that our diverse communities are supported 
and connected.

Mission Vision Values



Introducing the 
AARC Team

Laura Esparza
Division Manager

Museums & Cultural 
Programs

Tony K Vo
Culture & Arts 

Education Manager

Bianca Xoyamayagua-
Galvan

Culture & Arts 
Education Supervisor

Vacant
Event Coordinator

Fabian Duran
Event Coordinator 

Temp

Rashad Muhammad
Event Staff

Temp

Maryam Chilipachi
Event Staff

Temp

Pablo de Arriba
Event Staff

Temp

Mike Miyasaki
Building & Grounds

Melissa Canlapan
Administrative Specialist

Vacant
Office Attendant I

Temp

Betty Bedford
Office Attendant II

Temp

Leila Grace Pandy
Culture & Arts 

Education Coordinator
[Adult]

Quinn In
Exhibit Specialist

Jonathan Van
Community Services 

Coordinator
Temp 

Marlon Hedrick
Activity Leader

Temp

Sraavya Chintalapati
Activity Leader

Temp

Miranda de la Rea
Temp

Vacant/Reclass
Culture & Arts 

Education Coordinator
[Youth & Senior]

Van Doan
Recreational Specialist

[Senior]

Jin Kim
Activity Leader

Temp

Armin Panjvani
Marketing 

Representative A

Kristina Nguyen
Graphic Designer

Temp





Resource for Community
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AARC Programs 

Rentals & Reservations In-House Programs Exhibits

Volunteer ProgramContract Instructor Program

VISTA & Internship 
The AARC’s ballroom, kitchen, 
classrooms and outdoor space are 
available for rent to community orgs 
and members. We also offer free 
community room rentals with 
extending evening and weekend 
hours to accommodate community 
access needs.

Our youth, adult and senior 
programs cater to the needs of our 
diverse AAPI communities, 
encompassing educational, cultural, 
and celebratory events. Many of our 
programs are free or have minimal 
charge. We produce 25-35 in-house 
programs annually. 

The AARC hosts AmeriCorps VISTAs 
and provides academic internship 
opportunities, fostering civic 
engagement and servant leadership. 
Interns are supervised by professional 
staff and have opportunities to learn 
about city government, cultural 
production, and community building.

Through our contract instructor 
program, community practitioners 
and creatives can utilize space in 
the AARC to offer their services, skills 
and practice to the public. From 
creative writing to yoga, the 
program fosters economic 
development and helps artists thrive.

Our robust volunteer program 
provides opportunity for community 
members and organizations to 
connect with our work. From staffing 
events to participating in senior 
English Corner, volunteering at the 
AARC fosters cultural connections 
and intergenerational relationships. 

The Artist Access Program was 
created out of a directive from City 
Council to utilize Hotel Occupancy 
Tax’s Cultural Arts funds to expand 
hours at three of the City-owned 
cultural centers. Applicants are 
ranked by an impartial panel made 
up of professional artists from Austin 
using an established criteria.

Artist Access Program

The Exhibits program showcases 
local and emerging artists 
throughout public spaces within the 
AARC. Prospective artists are chosen 
through annual Open Calls and are 
supported by the Exhibit Specialist to 
curate their art and cultivate their 
artistic practice. 



Community Informed, 
Community Driven

The AARC Annual Report provides the community with 
an overview of the AARC’s operation and programming 
each fiscal year. The report documents signature youth, 
adult, senior, exhibit, and volunteer programs, as well 
as signature events such as Tones Fest and CelebrASIA.

AARC programs are designed with community in mind, 
and provide opportunities to engage with AAPI non-

profits, creatives, vendors, and organizations. Through 
partnerships and collaborations, the AARC strives to 
represent and provide space for diverse communities 

across the Asian diaspora. 
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9 Community Feedback
AARC Volunteer, Filipina-American 
 
“Unlike other spaces in Austin, you 
truly see the lifespan here, little kids, 
older adults. So there’s that element 
of diversity in terms of seeing great-
grandparent age and little kids who 
are typically not occupying the same 
public space in Austin. In other major 
cities, it’s very segregated in a variety 
of ways. 

AARC Volunteer, Chinese American

“As a biracial person who’s white 
presenting, who also feels really 
disconnected to both my Chinese 
side and my white side, walking into 
the AARC feels very comfortable to 
me”

AARC Senior Participant, Thai American

“It’s the social aspect. It’s close to home. 
You develop friendships. We love it! I like 
the smiling people. It’s a social contact. 
Those here are smiling and are 
understanding, and those are the kind of 
people that you want to talk to and share 
with.” 

AARC Exhibit Open Call 
Participant, Anonymous

"I started taking my painting 
practice more seriously in the 
pandemic, and I'm glad there 
is a space here in Austin that 
caters to our community!"

AARC Exhibit Reception 
Participant, Anonymous

"I felt proud to see examples of 
my own culture and learn about 
other Asian cultures. I also 
learned about Asian American 
communities and cultures in 
Austin, There is no other space 
like this in Austin."

Asian American Youth Voices Rising, 
Parent of Participants

“I wanted to let you know that Jude and 
Adele have been randomly sharing facts 
they are learning in your class throughout 
the week.  I know sometimes it can be 
hard to gauge how much they are 
absorbing as they are young but they 
are!  I’m so glad they are a part of your 
class. Thank you!!”
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FY23 AARC by the Numbers
Daily Visitors: 2,344

Program Participants: 11,572

Paid Rentals: 109

Free Community Rentals: 98

In House Programs: 31

Program Surveys: 377

% of Participants Reporting Increased Knowledge & Understanding of Culture: 91.5%

Social Media Reach: 195,526
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2019 AARC Master Plan
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Phase II 8/15/2023

 2019, Phase II plan was adopted by 
Austin City Council. 

 2019-2022, multiple community 
engagements with AAPI community 
members, stakeholders, and staff held 
to inform scope of the AARC 
Performing Arts Center. 

 Nov. 2022, schematic designs were 
rendered and presented to the public 
by Trahan Architects 



FY24 Some 
Upcoming 
Programs
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World Tai Chi Day

Tones

10th Anniversary Night Bazaar

Asian American Youth Voices Rising – 2nd Cohort

Hyphenated Book Club Series

Teen Mentorship Program

Citizenship Clinic

National Day of Yoga

CelebrASIA

Lunar New Year Makers Market

Community Health Fair

Senior Program

Free Day of Dance



Asian American Resource Center Staff
aarc@austintexas.gov
512-974-1700

Thank You!
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