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Our Future 35 will provide transformational new infrastructure for 
Austin that is of regional and national significance

• Between City and UT, potential to create approx. 30+ acres of new urban real estate 
• Like I-35, past highway projects across the country have created physical divides 

within their communities  
• Nationally, other cities are actively monitoring Our Future 35 as a leader for major 

freeway capping projects



Infrastructure of this magnitude must address multi-faceted needs including 
broad community benefits.

OUR FUTURE 35 
Service Provision

• Design and constructability
• Public space activation, programming, ongoing stewardship
• Multimodal transportation across, to, and from new freeway caps
• Real estate development scenarios, including partnerships 
• Health outcomes and environmental mitigation needs
• Economic, community development, and arts/culture integration
• Equity and past/present impacts of freeway construction
• Potential impacts to surrounding neighborhoods, affordable 

housing and displacement impacts to residents, businesses 

INFRASTRUCTURE OUTCOMES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note COA leadership on freeway capping projects occurring nation-wide



Because the Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) is  propos ing to widen and lower portions  of 
the  Aus tin I-35 corridor, the  City has  an opportunity to 
change  the  landscape  of Centra l Aus tin through the  
cons truction of "caps" and "s titches" tha t will make  
important s trides  in address ing growth cha llenges  
regarding tra ffic conges tion, public sa fe ty, mobility 

e fficiency, and qua lity of life .

While  it cannot mend the  his toric divide  crea ted by the  
origina l cons truction of I-35, this  once-in-a -genera tion 
project forges  a  new future  with community benefits  

tha t ce lebra te  and connect a ll Aus tinites .

TXDOT I-35 CAPITAL EXPRESS 
CENTRAL PROJECT

• Limits:  US 290 East 
to SH 71/Ben White 
Boulevard, with 
additional flyovers at 
I-35 and US 290 East.

• Length:  8 miles.

• Estimated 
construction cost: 
$4.9 billion



WHAT ARE CAPS & STITCHES?



CAPPING 
OPPORTUNITIES



Cap Locations: Ladybird Lake to 12th Street
(Based on TxDOT’s Alternative 3)
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TIMELINE



COMMUNITY STEERING COMMITTEE

•Comprised of community leaders, local 
business owners, and industry experts.

•Community Steering Committee provides 
feedback and guidance on:
⚬ Project Vis ion, Goals  and Objectives
⚬ Public Outreach and Marke ting
⚬ Program Scope  and Process



COMMUNITY STEERING COMMITTEE
Our Future 35 Vision, Mission, and Goals
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH



COMMUNITY OUTREACH

TAC Workshop
(May 31st, 2023)

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) is made up of 

City Austin Employees and local experts trained in 

planning, design and engineering fields to provide 

strategic and technical oversight on the 

community-led design process and 

implementation.



COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Stakeholder Workshops
(July 11 and 12th)

Sessions:
Holly Street
Cesar Chavez-4th Street
4th Street-9th Street
11th & 12th Street



Equitable Development as defined by the project. Created in partnership 
with the Community Steering Committee

Equitable Development is accomplished when the process and 
product of a physical development project centers the needs and 

aspirations of marginalized communities by:

Credit: Six Square Facebook

EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

• Avoiding and counteracting their displacement

• Elevating their voices in decision-making

• Reflecting their cultures in design and programming

• Providing a financial stake in the outcomes



EQUITABLE MOBILITY - UPCOMING STUDY 

• Mobility Measures

• Emergency access measures

• Performance index for 
multimodal mobility

• User experience mapping

• Prioritized list of mobility 
improvement projects

• Transit access points

• Infrastructure improvements for 
transit access

• Mobility hub planning

• ETOD implementation action plan

• Transit access performance analysis

Equitable Multi-modal Mobility Equitable TOD



•Environmental suitability assessment
⚬ Air quality
⚬ Noise pollution
⚬ Heat island impacts

• Improvement and mitigation 
measures

•At risk user group considerations

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE & HEALTH

Environmental Justice and Health Toolkit

Atkins Study Renderings



•  ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION AND SAFETY

•  SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

•  ACCESSIBILITY

•  DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE

•  ARTS AND CULTURE

•  HISTORY AND EQUITY

• ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?

www.ourfuture35.com

ourfuture35@austintexas.gov

SEPTEMBER - OPEN HOUSE TOURAUGUST - FOCUS GROUPS
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC



WWW.OURFUTURE35.COM

OurFuture35@austintexas.gov

/ATXMobility

@Austinmobility
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