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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 
PR-2023-090828; GF-2023-101925 

 2044 EAST CESAR CHAVEZ STREET  
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1917 house.  

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story bungalow with stucco cladding, a pyramidal hipped roof and central hipped dormer with exposed rafter tails, 1:1 
wood windows with screens, multiple entry doors, and a partial width inset porch. 

RESEARCH 

The house at 2044 East Cesar Chavez Street, originally addressed as 2110 East First Street, was built around 1916 or 1917. 
Its first occupants were August and Ottie Kreidel, a railway worker and a nurse. The Kreidels both met tragic ends during 
their tenure at the home—August Kreidel died of an illness in 1926, and Ottie Kreidel White was fatally shot by her brother-
in-law in 1929. The house passed to Louis Dickson, a repairman, along with his wife Zelma and mother Louise. The 
Dicksons sold the house to Franklin A. and Ora Saxon in 1939. While Franklin Saxon originally supported his family as a 
rancher, he and Ora opened a laundromat, named Saxon’s Washateria, at their home in the late 1940s. The laundromat was 
open for the Saxons’ remaining tenure in the home, with Ora Saxon continuing to run the business after Frank’s death.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The 2016 East Austin Historic Resource Survey lists the property as contributing to potential local and National Register 
historic districts.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity. Siding has been replaced with stucco, which may have occurred 

during the historic period.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is constructed with Craftsman and National Folk influences.  
b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations, though the 

Commission may wish to consider its contribution to the historic development patterns of East Austin as a 
home-based business. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 
history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or 
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or 
a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Strongly encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, then relocation over demolition, but release the demolition permit 
upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 
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Demolition permit application, 2023 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center, August 2023 

1959 Darrell Williams, renter 
Rear: vacant 

1955 Mrs. Ora Saxon, owner (widow of Frank A. Saxon) – Saxon’s Washateria, 2044 E. 1st St. 
Rear: Saxon’s Washateria 

1952 Frank and Ora Saxon, owners– Saxon’s Washateria, 2044 E. 1st St. 
Rear: Saxon’s Washateria 

1949 Frank and Ora Saxon, owners– Saxon’s Washateria, 2044 E. 1st St. 
Rear: Saxon’s Washateria 

1947 Frank and Ora Saxon, owners – rancher  
Elizabeth A. Saxon, renter — receptionist, Harvey B. Henry 

1944 Frank and Ora Saxon, owners – rancher  

1941 No listing 

1939 Property addressed as 2110 East 1st Street. 
Louis F. and Velma O. Dickson– repairman   

1935 Lewis F. and Zelma O. Dickson– electrician  
Lena L. Dickson, renter 

1932 Lewis F. and Zelma O. Dickson – electrician 
Louise Dickson, renter 

1929 Mrs. M. Otie Kreidel, owner (widow of August C.) – nurse, Bernice Bleeker 
Walter P. Nass, renter – conductor, S&P Lines 

1927 Mrs. M. Otie Kreidel, owner (widow of August C.) – nurse, Bernice Bleeker 
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1924 August C. and Ottie Kreidel, owners – trainman, Austin Street Railway Co. 

1922 August C. and Ottie Kreidal, owners 

1918 August C. and Ottie Kreidel, owners – trainman, Austin St Railway Co. 

1916 Address not listed. August C. Kreidel is listed as boarding at 119 W. 8th St. 

Historical Information 

  
The Dead. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 02 Dec 1926: 10. 

   
Mrs. Bush Is Still Sinking. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 11 July 1929: 1.   
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THE DEAD. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 11 July 1929: 12.   

THE DEAD. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 15 Apr 1933: 6.  
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Morning Rites Solemnized: Dorice Saxon Weds Clark L. Jeffries. The Austin American (1914-1973);14 Feb 1943: A3.

  
FIGHTERS for FREEDOM. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 02 Mar 1944: 5. 

FIGHTERS for FREEDOM. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 03 May 1944: 5 
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FIGHTERS for FREEDOM. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 11 May 1944: 6.   

  
JP's Verdict Announced In Saxon Death. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 01 Sep 1955: A11. 
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Permits 
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