
21 – 1 

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 
PR-2023-089804; GF-2023-101931 

 4601 CHIAPPERO TRAIL  
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1960 house.  

ARCHITECTURE 

The house at 4601 Chiappero Trail is of mid-century Modern design and was constructed as a family home by architect 
Warren A. Willhoite in 1960.1 

RESEARCH 

4601 Chiappero Trail, built by architect Warren A. Willhoite, was completed in 1960. Willhoite lived in the home until his 
death in 1995, and his wife, Julia, remained in the home until she passed in 2021. Warren August Willhoite was employed 
with C. H. Page during the 1950s. Willhoite built his family home on the edge of a significant grouping of similar homes 
designed in the previous decade by Herbert Crume. Crume and Willhoite both worked with Arthur Fehr, and both Mrs. 
Crume and Mrs. Willhoite served with the Women’s Architectural League. 

Julia Elizabeth Oliphant Willhoite was an early childhood education specialist who worked as director of All Saints’ 
Episcopal School and served two terms on Texas’ Advisory Council for Early Childhood Education.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it may meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of mid-century Modern design.  
b. Historical association. The property is associated with architect Warren A. and educator Julia O. Willhoite.  
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property may possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant feature 

that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group, as it lies on the edge of a significant grouping of similar homes on Chiappero Trail and La 
Ronde, likely eligible as a local historic district. 

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, 
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Consider whether the home’s historical associations are sufficient for landmark designation; if so, initiate historic zoning. 
Should the Commission decide against initiation, release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation 
Package.   

 
1 “Crume New Partner in Architect's Firm.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 29 Jan 1961: C10.    
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
      Demolition permit application, 2023 
 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, August 2023 

1962 Warren and Julia Willhoite, owners 
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Historical Information 

 
HMS to Open Nursery School. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 18 Sep 1946: 7. 

     
Willhoite Couple Blessed With Son. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 24 July 1954: 14. 

Women's Architectural League Hosts Coffee. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 16 Mar 1955: 9.    
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Report Upcoming. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 11 Jan 1962: A2 

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 25 Jan 1962: A13. 

          
All Saints' To Start 16th Year Sept. 10. The Austin American (1914-1973); 26 Aug 1962: D1. 

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 04 Dec 1961: 19. 

           
The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; 25 Nov 1973: B2. 

Education advisors keep jobs. Capitol Staff.  The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; 10 Apr 1976: A5 
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Julia Elizabeth Oliphint Willhoite was born on February 12, 1923 and died peacefully on January 9, 2021 at age 97. Born in Huntsville, 

Texas, she was the daughter of Clifford Blanton Oliphint and Caroline Salley Prentice Oliphint. She graduated from Huntsville High School in 1940 
and attended Sam Houston College (Huntsville) from 1940-1942. Julia married Warren Augustus Willhoite on November 28, 1942 at First Methodist 
Church in Huntsville, after he charmingly proposed to her by "telling" her they would be married on his birthday. Warren and Julia lived in Houston 
for two years until 1944, when they moved to Austin. Julia graduated from The University of Texas at Austin in 1946 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Home Economics and Child Development. 
Julia worked for three years at Austin High School Child Development Laboratory Nursery School. After taking time off to raise four sons, in 1963 she 
was asked to become the Director of All Saints' Episcopal School, where she worked until 1977. 

Julia was an avid genealogist, traveling the US and abroad searching dusty courthouse documents and long-forgotten graveyards to 
locate old family records. Her interest in genealogy and research led to memberships and leadership positions in many organizations, including 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas, The National Society Colonial Dames XVII Century, Daughters of the American Revolution, Ladies of the Thistle, 
and Magna Carta Dames, to name but a few. 

She and her family were involved with the Boy Scouts, enjoying summers at Philmont Scout Ranch. Julia and Warren spent 25 years square 
dancing and loved dancing at Kirkwood Lodge in Missouri. More recent summers were spent with her dear cousins at the Frio River. She loved to 
travel, and some of her favorite places were Mexico, Brazil, England, Scotland, Wales, France, and Switzerland. Until the end of her life, she proudly 
lived in the Austin home Warren designed and built in 1960. 
Julia joined University Avenue Church of Christ in 1945, where she was the longest-standing member. 

Julia was preceded in death by her husband Warren (November 28, 1920 - February 10, 1995), son Warren Allen (January 4, 1951 - 
November 21, 1973), sister (Salley) Carol Oliphint Reed, sister Emma Dean Oliphint Adams, and brother Dryden Lawton Prentice. Julia is survived by 
devoted sons Steven and wife Amber, Kevin and wife Nini, and Robin and wife Karina; grandchildren Christopher, Laura, William, Happy, and Cara; 
and great-grandchildren Hannah and Ira. Huntsville family include nieces Ruth Lynn Parker and Julie Woods. Other extended family from Huntsville 
are Casey Spencer, Cheryl Spencer, Nancy Hyde, and Joy Jechow. 
Family and community were of the utmost importance to Julia. Our matriarch was strong-willed, opinionated, open-minded, and always forgiving, 
generous, and loving. She will be profoundly missed. 

Source:https://obituaries.itemonline.com/obituary/julia-oliphint-willhoite-1081435996 + 

 

 
https://sah-archipedia.org/buildings/TX-01-AU85  

https://obituaries.itemonline.com/obituary/julia-oliphint-willhoite-1081435996
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Permits 
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