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many counties with whom he coul d talk-- officers of the law, 
county ~ttorneys, other attorneys and friends with whom he had 
worked in the grand j ury or i n other civil cases or otherwise. 
He could ''get the evidence''. 

Jud~e Griffin was also ingenious as well as thorough in investi­
gation and,discovery. For instance in a famous murder case, 
f r iends of the defendant took a room at the hotel located across 
th~ street from the office of the special prosecutor. They main­
tained a constant vigil to ascertain who went to the special pro­
secutor's office during a rather long period of time. The defense 
then knew who would or might be called as a witness for the prose­
cution, ~nd used the information in other helpful ways. 

He was rarely surpri sed in a lawsuit. He usually knew what would 
be presented by the opponent. 

He rarely deviated from his rule that he did not put on 
who would harm his case and he would not ask a question 
knew the answer and knew that it would help him or that 
not hurt him. 

• a witness 
unless he 
it would 

One of his illustrations of this rule and one of his favorite 
stories involved the case brought by a not so then young lady 
against a prominent doctor for malpractice. The lady alleged 
that the doctor had misdiagnosed her physical ailment as a social 
disease and had mistreated her with some drug. She did have a 
health problem. Her body was swollen. She had the marks of rash 
on her skin, and her hair was falling out. The damages were con­
siderable. Moreover, the doctor had not considered it necessary 
to take the blood test which would have been conclusive proof 
that the diagnosis was correct or incorrect. The plaintiff ' s 
theory was that she was chaste and that the diagnosis could not 
possibly have been correct. Meade Griffin represented the doctor 
and the defense was that the diagnosis was correct and that the 
treatment was in accordance with the accepted medical practice in 
the community. One of the witnesses called by the plaintiff was 
a not so young male who was a friend of the plaintiff and who 
testified as to the good health of the plaintiff before and the 
bad state of her health after the treatment. During the course 
of his testimony it was revealed that he had also called at the 
office of the doctor . Before the wit~ess was excused the attor­
neys for the plaintiff engaged in some conversation between them­
selves. It could be heard across the counsel table that one of 
them wanted to ask another question and that the other did not. 
But the question was asked, ''What were you doing at the doctor' s 
office?''. The witness said, in substance., ''Well, I ·heard that 
the doctor said that Miss Blank had this trouble and I wanted 
to clear my skirts so I went ·up to see the doctor.'' There was 
considerable silence for a few seconds and when the examining 
attorney regained his composure he said that he had no further 
questions. The defendant had no question for the witness. We do 
not know what effect the answer had on the case because an in-
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structed verdict was ordered in favor of the defendant. The case 
w~s appealed .but settled. Judge Griffin told this story many 
t 7mes to young l awyers when he was making his point that a ques­
tion should not be asked unless the answer could not hurt. 

When Judge Griffin desired to pay a compliment to a fellow lawyer 
he would call him '' a real lawyer''. Not many lawyers ever receiv­
ed this high compliment. It was reserved for such as Dan Moody, 
A. B. Martin, Bert Walker and Charlie Crenshaw. I do not recall 
that he ever explained just what he meant by it but in general he 
meant that the man was a man and that he was also an exceptionally 
good lawyer in every sense of the word and that he could practice 
in any field of l aw. He meant that the lawyer was a good student 
of the l aw , and that he could try a lawsuit or examine an abstract 
and handle a real estate transaction; and that he could organize 
a business and give good advice on business and personal matters. 

He was also a l awyer whose word was good and who had and deserved 
a reputation for good character and gbod citizenship in every 
sense of the word. 

Very few persons 
was one of them. 
office practice. 
sound. He was an 

have had all of these qualities but Meade Griffin 
He was a lawyer who had a substantial general 
He advice was often sought and always good and 
outstanding trial lawyer. 

One other thing must be said. Meade Griffin loved people and 
people loved him. He made friends easily and they remained his 
friends. He liked to talk to people and to discuss their pro ­
blems and to exchange views with them. 

We have recently been aware of the troubles of our nation caused 
by what some writers call the three I's -- Impeachment, Inflation 
and Interest Rates. There were three things that Meade Griffin 
had which could also be deicribed in three I's. We wouldn't have 
so many problems, political or personal or otherwise, if more of 
us had the same. He was industrious and he had intelligence and 
integrity. 

By any definition, Meade Griffin was a real l awyer, and a good 
man. 
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 Figure A2-5. Obituary for Dorothy Porter Griffin, 
1985. Source: Austin American Statesman, 
September 18, 1985, 14. 
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Attachment A-3: Supplement for Section F.7 – Historical Photo 1 

Reproductions 2 
Historic photos of 2502 Jarratt Avenue located to date are reproduced below. Research efforts for this 3 
application have not yielded any historic photographs of the property. If reproductions of historic 4 
photographs are received, the applicant will share them with the City of Austin. Google Streetview 5 
provides images as far back as 2007, but they were not included due to the quality of images.  6 
Additionally, the property is obscured in historic aerial photographs by vegetation, therefore only 1940 7 
is included. 8 
 9 
 10 

 

Figure A3-1. Aerial photo 
showing 2502 Jarratt 
Avenue and Pemberton 
Heights, 1940. Source: 
City of Austin Property 
Profile, accessed May 8, 
2023, 
https://www.austintexas.go
v/GIS/Propertyprofile. 
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Figure A3-2. Aerial photo 
showing 2502 Jarratt 
Avenue, 1940. Source: City 
of Austin Property Profile, 
accessed May 8, 2023, 
https://www.austintexas.gov/
GIS/Propertyprofile. 
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Figure A3-3. Photo from the Historic Preservation Office review packet, 2015. Source: City of Austin Historic Preservation 
Office, Permit Review Application Packet for Historic Landmark Commission, 2502 Jarratt Avenue, NRD-2015-0105, 2015. 
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Attachment A-4: Supplement for Section F.8 – Site Plan 1 
 2 

Figure A4-1. Dimensioned site plan, dated September 19, 2015, 2502 Jarratt Avenue. Courtesy of homeowner Katherine 
Nash Goehring. 
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Attachment A-5: Supplement for Section F.9 – Historical Documentation 1 
 2 

Figure A5-1. Original plat for Pemberton Heights Section 1, 1927. Source: Travis County Clerk. 
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Figure A5-2. Original plat for Pemberton Heights Section 6, 1936. Note that 2502 Jarratt Avenue does not have a lot 
number. The designated property is identified as “W.M. Thornton owner.” Source: Travis County Clerk. 
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Figure A5-3. Sanborn Fire Insurance map from 1961 showing Pemberton Heights and 2502 Jarratt Avenue. Source: 
University of Texas Libraries. 

 

21 of 22



City of Austin - Historic Preservation Office 
Historic Zoning Application Packet 

 

Adopted December 2012 Attachment A | Page 28 

Figure A5-4. City of Austin work permit records for 2502 Jarratt Avenue, 1944-1975. Source: Austin History Center. 
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