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Curbside Composting – Pet Waste 
Austin Resource Recovery’s Curbside Composting Collection Program collects food scraps, yard trimmings, food-soiled 
paper, and natural fibers and converts them into nutrient-rich compost. Because materials are processed in a 
commercial composting facility, extremely high temperatures are reached, allowing Austinites to compost items like 
meat, dairy, seafood, and bones that typically cannot be composted in a backyard. Austin Resource Recovery cart-
based customers can include some pet-waste related items in their curbside compost bin such as paper or wood 
shavings used to line pet cages.  Wood-based cat litter is acceptable; however, clay cat litter is not accepted as this 
material does not break down during the composting process. Pet waste is not currently accepted by the City. This is 
due to the common occurrence of dog waste in plastic bags.  A majority of bags used to collect pet waste on walks are 
not compostable.  Though some compostable bags do exist, they are not easily discernable from plastic bags leading to 
contamination challenges for the compost processor.  Customers should dispose of pet waste by placing it in the trash 
cart for weekly collection. For a full list of acceptable items, please visit austinrecycles.com. 
 
MoveOutATX  
MoveOutATX 2023 took place July 28-31, 2023. The event provided eight drop-off stations for University of Texas west 
and north campus residents to bring donations, which were distributed among eight reuse organizations. This year 
featured the second annual Free Furniture Market, which offered donated furniture items to members of the public at no 
cost. In addition, staff piloted offering in-lobby donation collection for toiletries, cleaning supplies, and nonperishable 
food items. 
 
Results: 

 22 tons of material diverted 
 935 lbs. of hygiene and cleaning supplies were collected by Austin Area Urban League, acting on behalf of 

Austin Public Health, and distributed at Bridge Shelter 
 $60,655.11 estimated economic value of material given a second life 
 634 pieces of furniture diverted: 549 pieces given to community members and 85 more processed by a 

participating reuse organization 
 856 visitors to the Free Furniture Market 
 1159 drop-offs at the donation stations 

 
 
Circular Austin Showcase  
The third annual Circular Showcase took place in partnership with Austin Young Chamber on August 29. This year's 
application process turned out double the entries of past years, likely due to the increase in the cash prize. Mason 
Arnold, owner of The Conscious Pet, claimed the $12,000 first-place prize. The Conscious Pet partners with local 
restaurants to upcycle surplus food scraps into dehydrated dog food. The judges awarded [RE]verse Pitch Innovation 
Fellow, Kelly Rytlewski, founder of Heartening, second place and $1,000 for her business concept turning surplus 



pallets into outdoor furniture. This year's finalist also included: Diaperkind, Dispoze, Frontier Resource Recovery, 
Pyrocycling, Sleep Never, and Wanderlust Wine Co. Over 80 attendees came to the event. 
 
Reddit AMA 
Austin Resource Recovery PIO staff was available to answer questions about what goes in the green composting cart 
during a Reddit AMA on August 22. 
 
The Reddit thread had: 
* 100 comments 
* 32.7k views 
* 84% upvote 
* 30.2k community karma 
* 24 shares  
* Staff answered around 50 questions from Austinites during and following the AMA. 
 
Don't Bag Your Recyclables 
In September, Austin Resource Recovery will launch a month-long recycling contamination campaign, reminding 
Austinites not to bag their recycling. 14 billboard posters and ads on Cap Metro buses will be featured.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
ARR Solicitations Update 

As of August 23, 2023 
ZWAC Meeting September 13, 2023  

 
 Solicitations in Evaluation or Negotiation:  

 Landfill Gas Collection Services (RFP 1500 BJT1030): Contractor to provide greenhouse gas monitoring 
services, all required reporting (including leachate, methane gas collections, control system operations, 
and regulatory guidance), and expertise, including maintenance, improvement, additional infrastructure, 
and repair services at the closed City of Austin (“City”) landfill located at 10108 FM 812, Austin, Texas 
78719 (“FM 812 Landfill”). The Contractor shall also provide non-routine and emergency services 
associated with the monitoring service requirements as needed and as determined by the City. Link to 
the current contract. 

 
 Published Solicitations:  

N/A. 
 

 Upcoming Solicitations and Agreements Expected to be Posted Within 90 days: 
 Supplemental Brush and Bulk Collection Services (IFB): This contract is for supplemental brush and bulk 

debris removal, hauling, and disposal at designated debris management sites throughout Travis County. 
New contract. 

 
 Rental of Refuse Trucks (CO-OP): The Contractor shall provide the rental of collection trucks for refuse, 

recycling, organics, brush, and bulk collections services on an as-needed basis. New contract.   
 

 Zero Waste Youth Education Program (RFP): The Contractor shall provide outreach and zero waste 
education services for students from kindergarten through the 12th grade. Link to the current contract. 

 
 Refuse and Recycling Collection Carts (CO-OP): The Contractor shall deliver residential refuse, 

recycling, and organics carts with lid graphics and radio-frequency identification tags. These carts are 
crucial for the collection of residential garbage, recycling, and organic waste. Link to the current contract. 

 
 Sustainable Vehicle Wraps and Installation Services (IFB): The Contractor shall provide high-

performance non-PVC polymer vehicle wraps with lower environmental impact than PVC-based 
materials and installation services on various vehicles. Link to the current contract. 

 
 
 
 

 
Definitions:   
CCO (Capital Contracting Office): Administers the procurement of professional and construction services.  
CO-OP (Cooperative Contract): A contract that has been competitively bid and issued by another government or purchasing alliance with the intention of 
sharing it with other governmental entities.  
ILA (Interlocal Agreement): A collaborative contract between local government entities (for example, ARR and a county, state, or school district) to provide 
more efficient and less costly services, where any payments are made from current revenues.  
IFB (Invitation for Bid): Formal bidding documents inviting suppliers to submit pricing for goods or services. 
RFI (Request for Information): Used to obtain industry input, feedback, or reactions from potential suppliers prior to issuing a solicitation. 
RFQ (Request for Quotation): Informal request to suppliers to provide quotes on specific goods or services. 
RFQS (Request for Qualifications): Formal solicitation used when qualifications are the main criteria for professional services. 
RFP (Request for Proposals): Formal request for a supplier to provide a solution and cost estimate to a complex need. 



 



 




