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Holistic Funding Ecosystem

Nexus

Elevate

Thrive

Nurture new and emerging applicants by funding 
creative public projects developed through 
community activation and/or collaboration.

Creative and administrative expenses of cultural producers
that amplify equity and prioritize inclusive programming.

Focused investment to sustain and grow arts organizations that are deeply 
rooted in, and reflective of Austin’s diverse cultures.



March 21 – 
April 27

Panel Recruitment

May 15

Arts Commission 
approves slate of Elevate 

Panelists

May 16

Elevate website

May 23

Elevate Application 
Opens

Elevate Panel Training 
begins (pre-work)

May – June

Elevate Information 
Sessions/ Technical 

Assistance

June 21 – 30

Panelist Training 
Meetings

June 27

Elevate Application 
closes

June 30

Elevate Application 
closes (extention)

July 7 – 21

Panel Review: Stage 1 

July 25

Notification re: Stage 2 
to non501c applicants

July 25 – 
August 21

Panelist Review: Stage 2

August 23-
29

Panel Meetings

September 
1

Awards Announced

Contracts: 9/15/23 -
9/30/24

Elevate Key Dates (updated)
www.austintexas.gov/Elevate

First payment by 
end of September!

http://www.austintexas.gov/Elevate


Elevate Highlights
5 Facilitators trained by June 20th

Panel Training
◦ 100 people trained
◦ Orientation Materials (pre-work)
◦ 3 hrs long; Independently

◦ 10 Group Training Meetings
◦ June 21st – 30th
◦ 2 hrs long; led by Facilitator
◦ "Congratulations on a great rubric and how 

you addressed nuances...wow... I feel like 
you all listened very carefully to 
organization feedback through the years"

www.austintexas.gov/Elevate

4 Spanish Applications Received

Applicant Assistance
◦ Weekly Open-Office Hours 10-Noon (hybrid)

◦ 12 hours total
◦ Virtual/In Person Workshops

◦ 5 hours Virtual Info-Workshops
◦ 4 hours In-Person Info-Workshops
◦ 30 Hours of Hybrid Drop-In Assistance

◦ 3-hour session with ASL Interpreters
◦ 15+ hours of dedicated Spanish support

◦ 263 people assisted in public meetings

http://www.austintexas.gov/Elevate


Elevate Application Summary

762 applications started

487 applications successfully submitted

448 Unique/ Eligible applications (duplicates removed)

REVIEW Process

265 
non501c 

applications

All went to 
Stage 1 Review 

(Reader)

125 will go to 
Stage 2 Review 

(Panel/Mtgs)

75 will be 
awarded

183 501c 
applications

SKIP Stage 1 
Review 

(Reader)

All are going to 
Stage 2 Review 

(Panel/Mtgs)

125 will be 
awarded

www.austintexas.gov/Elevate

http://www.austintexas.gov/Elevate


Elevate Organization
Applicant Data (183 Eligible)

56%33%

11%

Race/Ethnicity of Leadership

Majority White or Prefer Not to
Answer

Majority Diverse Race/Ethnicity

Equal Distribution

56%35%

9%

Gender of Leadership

Majority Female or Non-Binary

Majority Male or Prefer not to
Answer

Equal Distribution



Elevate Organization
Recipient Data (125 Grantees)

47%

42%

11%

Race/Ethnicity of Leadership

Majority White or Prefer Not to
Answer

Majority Diverse Race/Ethnicity

Equal Distribution
61%

29%

10%

Gender of Leadership

Majority Female or Non-Binary

Majority Male or Prefer not to
Answer

Equal Distribution



Elevate Individual/Creative Business
Applicant Data (264 Eligible)

32%

53%

15%

Race/Ethnicity of Leadership

Majority White or Prefer not to
answer race or ethnicity

Majority Diverse Race or
Ethnicity

Equally Led by White and Diverse
Race or Ethnicities

50%

33%

17%

Gender of Leadership

Majority Female or Non-Binary

Majority Male or Prefer not to Answer

Equally led by Genders



Elevate Individual/Creative Business
Recipient Data (75 Grantees)

13%

80%

7%

Race/Ethnicity of Leadership

Majority White or Prefer not to
answer race or ethnicity

Majority Diverse Race or
Ethnicity

Equally Led by White and Diverse
Race or Ethnicities

54%35%

11%

Gender of Leadership

Majority Female or Non-Binary

Majority Male or Prefer not to Answer

Equally led by Genders



Elevate Grantee Data (200 recommended)

1

18

18

12

13

6

4

44

32

29

15

8

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

ARTS/MUSIC THERAPY

ARTS EDUCATION

ARTS SERVICE ORGANIZATION

DANCE

FILM, VIDEO, AND TV PRODUCTION

LITERATURE / HUMANITIES

MEDIA ARTS

MULTIDISCIPLINARY

MUSIC

THEATRE

TRADITIONAL/CULTURAL ARTS

VISUAL ARTS

Artistic Discipline



Appeals Process



Other Grants Announced Soon
Nexus

• 50 - $5,000 awards
• 191 eligible applications
• Staff Reviewing applications now
• Awards will be announced End of September

Arts Education Relief Grant
• 19 - $25k awards
• 58 eligible applications
• 8 external panelists reviewing applications now
• 2 concurrent panel reviews will be held Wed., Sept. 27 @ 10am
• https://www.austintexas.gov/arts-education-relief-grant

https://www.austintexas.gov/arts-education-relief-grant
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