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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

OCTOBER 4, 2023 
PR-2023-116387; GF-2023-118718 

4604 CRESTWAY DRIVE 
   
PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1957 house.  

ARCHITECTURE 
The house at 4604 Crestway Drive is one and one-half stories in height, with a low-slope roof and deep eaves. It is clad in 
natural stone and vertical cedar siding. Fenestration includes aluminum ribbon and half-height sliders, full-height sliders, 
and full-height fixed windows. A first-floor carport, wide chimney, and stone retaining walls visually anchor the house to 
the hillside on which it is built.  

RESEARCH 
4604 Crestway Drive was built in 1957 by Richard R. Hidell, Sr. Hidell, son of a Fort Worth hardware company founder, 
opened Hidell Builders Supply in Austin in the late 1940s. Though Hidell, Sr. retired in 1996, the company is still around 
today and supplies materials to contractors around the state.  

Hidell was active in several charitable organizations, serving in leadership positions in numerous clubs. During the 1960s, 
he served as an officer of the Westwood Country Club alongside architect Roland G. Roessner, a luminary of Austin’s Mid-
century Modern design community. Though no evidence was found linking Roessner to 4604 Crestway, he designed several 
homes—including his own at 3414 Foothill Terrace1—in and around the Balcones Park and Mount Bonnell areas, including 
the house at 4504 Crestway in 1965.2 Additionally, 4604 Crestway’s design is reminiscent of the 1957 Roessner home 
formerly located at 3800 Balcones Drive, with a similar prominent chimney and wide, shallow eaves. 3 4  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). The property does not appear to meet 

two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of mid-century Modern design, using natural materials and 

employing a design that responds to the site’s topography. Its details are reminiscent of a Roland G. Roessner 
design, though no connection has been confirmed to date.  

b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations, though the 
Commission may wish to consider the relationship between Hidell Builders’ Supply and the home’s unique 
materials and construction.  

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 
history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or 
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or 
a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property was not evaluated as a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, 
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Strongly encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, then deconstruction and reuse of materials, but release the 
demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   

 
1 Utexas.edu, 2015. https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/bitstream/handle/2152/53857/2013-X-1212- RascoeElder.txt?sequence=2&isAllowed=y 
2 Fitch, Creede. “Roland Roessner: 4504 Crestway.” https://creedefitch.com/austin-modern-homes/4504-crestway-roland-roessner 
3  Pagano, Elizabeth. “Roessner-Designed Home Slated for Demolition - Austin Monitor.” Austin Monitor, October 28, 2015. 
https://www.austinmonitor.com/stories/2015/10/roessner-designed-home-slated-for-demolition/. 
4 Sadowsky, Steve. “3800 Balcones Drive.” 2015. https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=239632 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 
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Demolition permit application, 2023 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, September 2023 

1957 Address not listed 

Historical Information 

 
 The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 05 Oct 1958: A22. 
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Austinites Enjoy Boating With Two Lakes in Town. The Austin American (1914-1973); 23 July 1961: E9. 

Tennis Courts Contract Let. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 07 Nov 1961: A21 

  
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 14 May 1962: 6. 

The Austin American (1914-1973); 23 Jan 1966: E7. 
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Austin Junior Miss Pageant Underway. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 30 Nov 1970: 47. 

 
Attorney To Head New Jaycee Slate. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 01 May 1971: 13 
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https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/richard-hidell-8212338 

Permits 

 
Building permit, 1957 
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