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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

OCTOBER 4, 2023 
PR-2023-087319 

 2505 EAST CESAR CHAVEZ STREET  
PROPOSAL 

Relocate a ca. 1928 house outside the city limits. 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story Craftsman house with hooded entryway, horizontal wood siding, decorative triangular brackets, and simple side-
gabled roof.  

RESEARCH 

The house at 2505 East Cesar Chavez Street, known as 2505 East 1st when it was built, was constructed around 1928. Its 
first occupants were Horace and Vivian Poston. Horace Poston worked as a salesman for the Gulf Refining Company; he 
later ran for a position as constable. During the 1930s, the home was let to a series of renters, but by 1939, Philip and Birdie 
Haehnel had purchased the property. Philip Haehnel was an ironworker. The Haehnels lived in the home until their deaths 
in 1948 and 1952. By 1955, seamstress and educator Eulalia Vega had purchased the home and opened Anthony’s Sewing 
Center there. In addition to running her business, Vega also volunteered as a sewing instructor at the Pan-American Rec 
Center.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The 2016 East Austin survey lists the property as contributing to potential local and National Register historic districts.  

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity. Windows have been replaced. 
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 

determined that it does not meet two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is constructed with Craftsman details.  
b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant 

feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse but release the relocation permit upon completion of a City of Austin 
Documentation Package.   



X – 2 

LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 
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Relocation permit application, 2023 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, September 2023 

1959 Eulolia Vega, owner – Anthony’s Sewing Center Dressmaking 

1955 Eulolia Vega, owner – Anthony’s Sewing Shop 
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1952 Mrs. Birdie Haehnel, owner (widow of P. R.) 

1949 Phillip R. Haehnel, owner 

1944-45 Phillip R. and Birdie Haehnel, owners – ironworker  

1941 Phillip R. and Birdie Haehnel, owners 

1939 Phillip R. and Birdie Haehnel, owners – laborer  

1935 J. L. and Evelyn Mogford, renters 
H. M. and Alice Mohrman, renters – bookkeeper 

1932-33 Vacant 

1929 Horace L. and Vivian Poston, owners – Salesman, Gulf Refining Co.  

1927 Address not listed.  

 
Historical Information 

  
“Three Announce for Constable.” The Austin American (1914-1973); 26 Apr 1936: 16. 
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“FIGHTERS for FREEDOM.” The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 04 Nov 1943: 5. 

 
 Six Persons, With Three Overseas, Represent O. E. Ziegers in Service. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); May 1945: 11 
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MRS. LEE JOSEPH DIES AFTER LONG ILLNESS. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 14 Oct 1948: 28. 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 09 May 1952: 5. 

  
The Austin American (1914-1973); 12 Aug 1956: H10. 

  
DEATHS, FUNERALS. The Austin Statesman (1921-197323 Mar 1961: B24. 

DEATHS AND FUNERALS. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 31 Dec 1962: 3.    
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Pan-Am 'Rec' Center: 'Hub of the Community'. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 14 Mar 1971: B1. 
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Permits 

 
Water tap permit, 1928 

 
Sewer tap permit, 1931 


	Proposal
	Architecture
	Research
	Property Evaluation
	Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

	Staff Recommendation
	Location Map
	Property Information
	Photos
	Occupancy History
	Historical Information
	Permits


