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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
OCTOBER4, 2023
PR-2023-087312; GF-2023-101917
701 SPARKS AVENUE
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1925 house and ca. 1937 secondary structure.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story Spanish Colonial Revival house with stucco exterior, flat roof with crenellated parapet and hipped roof with terra
cotta tile, a partially glazed entry door flanked by simple sidelights, a curved entry porch supported by Classical columns,
and 1:1 wood windows with 6:1 screens. The secondary apartment is two stores, also stucco, with double wood garage doors
and 1:1 wood windows.

RESEARCH

The house at 701 Sparks Avenue, originally addressed as 101 Sparks Avenue, was built in 1925 for Knox Thomas and Sallie
Rogers Johnson by contractor Marvin Gordon McGaugh. McGaugh built four other Spanish eclectic homes on spec in the
Harris Park neighborhood and narrowed his contracting scope to roofing only in the later half of the 1920s. The Johnson
house was the only residence built specifically for a client.

Knox T. Johnson, son of long-term postmaster and City Clerk John O. Johnson, began his career in Austin as a farmer, but
moved into cement and pavement construction. Johnson completed multiple large municipal contracts during the early
twentieth century as Austin’s booming economy drove infrastructure improvements. Along with partner Wallace R.
Miller—father-in-law of Austin Mayor Tom Miller—Johnson formed Johnson and Miller in 1913. 2 In an informal survey
by Austin concrete historian Kelly Dickens, the surveyor notes that Johnson-stamped curbing is among some of the oldest
remaining in town. According to Dickens, only 9 Knox T. Johnson stamps remained in 2014.3

Sallie Rogers Johnson was the daughter of Travis County pioneer Ed Rogers* and aunt to St. Louis Cardinals manager and
second baseman Rogers Hornsby, a Hall-of-Famer earning the third-best batting average in history and accolades as the
best right-hand hitter of all time.> After Sallie Johnson’s death in 1942, the family moved away and the house at 701 Sparks
spent several years as a rental property. By the 1950s, Virginia Harris, who worked as secretary to the Texas State Board of
Insurance Commissioners, had purchased the home. She lived there for at least 10 years.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The 2020 North Loop-Hancock-Boggy Creek survey lists the primary building on the property as a high priority and
individually eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, as well as retaining sufficient integrity to
contribute to a potential local historic district. The survey lists the secondary building as a medium priority.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark
1) The building is more than 50 years old.
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture with eclectic detailing
and is one of only five built by contractor Marvin Gordon McGaugh in the Harris Park neighborhood.
b. Historical association. The property is associated with Knox Thomas and Sallie Johnson.
¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.
d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its ability to possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. However, it is directly adjacent to Eastwoods Park.

! The Austin American (1914-1973); 29 Mar 1925: 2.

2 The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 19 June 1951: 1.

3 Dickens, Kelly. “Knox T. Johnson.” Curb Appeal: Historical Concrete of Austin, Texas. 2014.
https://kellyddickens.wordpress.com/2014/07/11/knox-t-johnson/

4 Myers, Terri. Audio interview with Diane Hale, 2020.

5 Rogers, C. Paul III. “Rogers Hornsby.” Society for American Baseball Research. https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/rogers-hornsby/.
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e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic,
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Consider initiation of historic zoning. The building is architecturally unique in style and appears to have significant
historical associations.
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Lot Lines

Lot Line

GF 23-101917
701 SPARKS AVENUE

This product is for informational purpeses and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying
purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey. This product has been preduced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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Zillow.com

Occupancy History
City Directory Research, July 2023

1959
1957
1955
1954
1953
1952
1949
1947
1944
1942
1941
1940
1939
1937
1935
1932
1930

1929
1927
1924

Virginia Harris — secretary, State Board of Insurance Commissioners
Virginia Harris — secretary, State Board of Insurance Commissioners
Virginia Harris — secretary, State Board of Insurance Commissioners
Virginia Harris — secretary, State Board of Insurance Commissioners
Virginia Harris — secretary, State Board of Insurance Commissioners
Irving L. & Dorothy Ravel — Kara-Vel Shoe Stores No. 1

J. Neff & Sarah Mainer — Mainer’s Auto Supplies

J. Neff & Sarah Mainer — Mainer’s Auto Supplies

James M. & Vida Faust — Engineer

Knox T. & Sallie Johnson, owners

Knox T. & Sallie Johnson, owners

Knox T. & Sallie Johnson, owners

Knox T. & Sallie Johnson, owners

Knox T. & Sallie Johnson, owners

Knox T. & Sallie Johnson, owners — cement finisher

Knox T. & Sallie Johnson, owners

Addressed as 101 Sparks Avenue
Knox T. & Sallie Johnson, owners

Knox T. & Sallie Johnson, owners
Knox T. & Sallie Johnson, owners

Address not listed.


https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/701-Sparks-Ave-Austin-TX-78705/29395893_zpid/?

Historic Resources Survey of North Loop, Hancock, and Upper Boggy Creek Planning Areas - Austin, TX
Survey Form for High Preservation Priority Buildings (Survey 1D 208701_01)

701 SPARKS AVE

Property Information
Survey ID: 208701_01
Parcel ID: 208701
Meighborhood: Hancock
Preservation Priority
Priority: High
Resource Type
Type: Building (Primary resource)
Year Built

Year built: 1925
Source: Newspaper article(s)

Use

Current use: Domestic: multiple dwelling
Former use:  Domestic: single dwelling
Form and Style

Form: Rectangular

Style influences: Spanish Colonial Revival

Clipped gable Exposed purlins

surveyed by Cox|McLain Environmental Consulting and
Preservation Central Inc., 2019-2020

Exposed rafters None

Stories

# Stories: 1
Alterations

window openingls) infilled; Sleeping porch enclosed and apartment
added at rear of house

Roof
Primary type: | | A-frame Conical Gable-on-hip Gambrel Pyramidal
Barrel Diouble-pitch-hip Gable, crossed Hipped Sawtooth
Butterfly X Flat Gable, front Mansard Shed
Complex Gable Gable, side Other Unknown - not visible
Materials: Clay tile Composition tile Other Slate tile Wood shake)/shingle
Compaosition shingle Metal Rolled asphalt X Unknown - not visible
Features:

Other X Parapet Unknown - not visible

3 cox ) meLain  Preservation
Ervairammental Cansmiling Central




O
Historic Resources Survey of Morth Loop, Hancock, and Upper Boggy Creek Planning Areas - Austin, TX - %

Survey Form for High Preservation Priority Buildings (Survey ID 208701_01)

Exterior Walls
Materials: Aluminum siding Glass block Permastone Wood siding

Ashestos Glass skin Stone Wood siding panels
Asphalt Glass, pigmented | Stucco Wood vertical board
Erick Glazed brick/tile/block Terra cotta Wood, board and batten
Concrete Hollow tile blodks Unknown - not visible Wood, plywood
Concrete/cinder block Log Winyl siding
Enameled steal Metal Wood horizental board
Enginsered siding Other Wood shingles

Porch

Type: Full-width None Partial-width Set within ell Unknown - not visible

Integrated ¥ Other X Projecting Stoop Wrap-around

Other: Portico with full-width patio

Roof: X Flat Gable Hipped Mansard Mone Other Shed Unknown - not visible

Supports: Arches X Classical columnis) Other Taperad box support{s) Wood post{s] - plain
Box columnis) Fabricated metal Suspension cables Unknown - not visible Wood post{s] - turned
Brackets MNone Suspension rods With piers or pedestals
Primary Door

Type: Double door Other X Single door Unknown - not visible

Features: MNone Other X Sidelights Transom Unknown - not visible

Windows
Types: Awning or hopper Fixed Other Porthole Sliding
Casement Louwer Pivot X Single-hung/double-hung Unknown - not visible

Materials: Glass block Metal Other Unkmnown - not visible Vinylffiberglass X Wood

Features. X Decorative screenwork Leaded glass None Other Stained glass Unknown - not visible
Chimneys

Number: 1

Location: X Exterior Interior MN/& Otther

Materials: Brick N/A Other Stone X Stucco
Features: Corbelled caps X N/A Mone Other

AORAT;
Historic Resources Survey of North Loop, Hancock, and Upper Boggy Creek Planning Areas - Austin, TX r-_:‘* w
Survey Form for High Preservation Priority Buildings (Survey 1D 208701_01) § )
Ancillary Buildings Landscape Features
# Garages: None visible Brick wall Mone Unknown - not visible
# Sheds: None visible Concrete wall X Other Well/cistarn
Cther: None visible Entry piers Stone wall Wood fence
Metal fence Terracing

Other: Concrete wall enclosing patio
Architect and Builder
Architect: Unknown Builder: Unknown

Source:
Occupant history Note: An "o” after @ name means "swner” and an “r" means "renter."

History: 1937: Knox T Johnson (o, cement frishr), Szllie R Johnson, Guy W Ewing (UT Student)
1542 Knex T Johnson (o}, Sallie lohnsen, Calvin L Clause! Ir (UT Student)
1547- | Neff Mainer (o), Sarah Mainer (Lacks Associate Store)
15852: Irving L Ravel (o], Dorothy Ravel (Karz-Vel Shoe Stores)
1557 Virginia Harris (o, priv sec State Bd of Ins Comnrs), Lula Harris

Source: City directories

Notes

General notes: Historically 101 Sparks Ave, built by Knox T. Johnson and 5zllie R. lohnson in 1526, Johnson was a cement contractor and may
have been invelved in the construction of the house.

Surveyor notes:
Legal Description
LOT 182 OLT 1 DIV ¥ HARRIS PARK ADDN



Existing Designation

Diistrict Mame: NfA

Individual Recommendations

Justification: N/A

Individuzl NRHP Recommendations

Recommendation: Recommended individually eligible for the NRHP

style.

Area of sig: Architecture

Local District Recommendations
Local: NfA
Contributing/Noncontributing: N/A
Mote: Retains sufficient imtegrity to contribute to a local historic district

MNRHP District Recommendations

NRHP: NfA
Contributing/Moncontributing: N/A
Note:

Heritage Tourism Potential

Individual: No
Accessibility: NfA
Category: NjA

District: Mo
Accessibility: N/fA
Category: NjA

Historical information

- Knox Johnson, son of Clty Clerk
John O, Johnson, was in town from
his farm yesterday, reporting that
conditions there were never better.

Historic Resources Survey of North Loop, Hancock, and Upper Boggy Creek Planning Areas - Austin, TX
Survey Form for High Preservation Priority Buildings (Survey ID 208701_01)

Individual: Austin Historic Landmark HTC NHL X Not currently designated NRHF RTHL SAL
District: X Mot currently designated Within local district Withim NMRHP district

Recommendation: M/A - has Austin Histeric Landmark potential if second criteria is identified
Criteria: Architecture Archeology Landscape feature

Historical associations Community value N/A - Already an NRHP, RTHL, SAL, or NHL property

Justification: Good example of 1920s Spanish Colonial Revival residential architecture im Austin; embodies the characteristics of the

Criteria: A - EventyTrend B-Person X C- Architecture/Enginearing D - Archeology

AUSTIN MEN SECURE
TEMPLE PAVING J0B

KNOX JOHNSON AND R. V. DIXON
ARE THE LOWEST BIDDERS
AND CONTRACT 18 AWARDED
TO THEM, .

Knox Johnegan telephoned hia fatber,
John O, Jehuson, yeaterday aflernoon
that ho and RV, Dixon, twoe of Aus-
tin'a contrnctors, were the lowest bid-
ders for the paving of the streots at
Temple and the contract was nwnrded
to them,  They will begin work withia
| few dnys, - o

The paving contract amounts fo np-
proximately 100,000 and will ‘all be
done by the two Auatin men.

Sidewalks. The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); July 1904: 5.
The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); 27 June 1909: 2
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SIGN PAVING CONTRACT

EAST SIXTH B8TREET, FROM RED
RIVER TO EAST AVENUE TO
BE PAVED WITH VITRI-
FIED BRICK.

Work of paving Enst Hixth street,
trom Red River to FEast Avenus, with
vitrifled brick i3 tn begin soon.  The
clty councll yesterday signed thne con-
tenet for the nprovement with 8, Bur-
fivid and Knox Johuson, the contracs
tors,

Contractor Burland sild after the
contrinet was signed thnt the paving,
wHl begln aa 500n -as brick ean he fe.
cured aml when the waork staria 1t wil)
1w pushed rapldly to compietlon,

COURY HODSB CONERACES

COMMIBSIONERE' COURT . WILL
BUILD ADDITION TO VAULTS
AND WILL CONBTRUCT
SIDEWALKS.

e

Tha county cotuminnlenera’ court yeu.
torday lot o gcunttart (o ldiger &
Flume to ercat & two-story addlilon o
thu vault In tho county clerk'a uffice
anmd that In the disiriot clerk's office,
immadintely nbove, Tho new walln will
Inoluwo g ground apnce 111-2x30 feet
largar thap that at pressnt aecupled,
ang will b on the south side of Lha
butlding toward tho rear, Tha contract
price in 33315, thu DId of J. Watllnger
belny §2439.30.

The oontracter was reqiired to tlla
a bond In the sum of $1600. Wark wil]
begln promptly, nnd two mmonthe' time
is nllowad for the crmpletion uf the
wurk,

A cuntrcet wns alga let for about 344
feat of aldewnlk on the nouth shile of
Eleventh wtreet in front of the jull anl
court houme, ang gutter for nhout 330,
feet of thut distance.  The stdewnlk
will remaln ut itn present level but on;
neeount of the ralnlng of  tho  Street
pracdw tho curb iine will In places he an:
miuch aa two feet ten Inches above tho
pldownlk, Tho euntract wna lot to
finox Johingon nt 60 conts per foot for
strofght mhdewnlk and 75 cenln  for
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WORKING ON PAVENG MATTEIL
Chy Englueer In Flguring nnd Stlors
ey Branlag Contrieis,

ity Bngineer Tredell B8 engaged In
fheurlng the cont of  the profected
wireet pavimg to the  various fnll-
vidual property ownerd,  preliminary
to giviug tegnl notiee »o thut they can
apprar befores the City Council and
trge any olijectlionn that they tiuy.
have, . Clty  Attoroey  Rector, nfler
conferringg with Mr, I'lttmnan, repre=
sontinge Ahe Bitulithie Company, and
Knox "1 Johsinen, the wond Mock econ-
trucltor, wil draow the contractn tn-
tween  the clt{' and theme two cone
traclord, amd batween' them and the
:'laruitm praperty owners who will foot
i hills,

it Is expectad that thesn two clly
officinls will complete the work mens
tioned within the next day or Lwo.

il -
-

The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); 27 Feb 1910: 4.
The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); Sep 1910: 5.

YIS LYY S L L)
CEMENTCONTRACTORS

The bhest of servico ia guaran-
tesd by the following contract-
ora: '

MAUFRAIS &-CO,
Restdence, 317 W 12th,
* Old ‘phone 2691,

5

KNOX T. JOHNSON,
Iterldence, 1206 Nueces.
- Offico *pliotis 163 old. 1Tome
2606,
TR RE R XL L LR L L

I placen ' tha dlstrict. The alm of the

i-%-l-l-l-!-'l'-i"l-l"l-i-_l-'l-i'i

AWARD MNOTHER CONTRAC

Nidewalk RBullding Campalxn In Gaine
Ing . Impeiun—Ta Improve Down.
towns Crosa Sirecis,

—

Adidltlonn n wan  given the
sldewalk m.'milfﬂ :Au]un nunchod hy
the City Councll yesterday, when Knox
T. Johnson wos nwerded A conteael for
conmtructing walks on both slden of
the downlown cross streets now lining

nved by the Texny Hitullitlilec Coripuny,

te Mlrects affectsd wre Mourth, Fitth,

1xth, Boventh, Iighth snd Tenth, for
A dintance of three blocks on each aldo
of Congregs pvenue. The contractor is
to bo puld 12 cents per squnre yurd for
Laying the walks and 20 cenis por
yard for instalting curbing, Ho Ix to
hegin work un noon ar the puving forco
han proceeded far enough o witrrant
free operations of the sldewalk laying
Ruang, The coat s to be horne by thae
property owners in the district  af-
fected. . .

Gnod walks nre already Inid In front
of mnany realdences il businesn
councll, howaver, (s to muke the walk
aystern co-extensive with the paving
district,

Councilman Powell Ix at waork on
iiank for gther sjdewnlk bullding and
e will prohably  submit  ndditlonsl
nroponitions from week to weck at
the counell meotings.

The fjlﬂsj_in Statesman (1902-1915); 28 Apr 1911: 5.

FExeavatlon has been begun for ihe
ceommancomoent of work on the wood
Mork paving. contract let Ly the clty
somoe months oo to Knox T, Jolinkon,
The Clty Strest Department Is advined
that the wood blocka aro aow Ln tran-
=it and that on thelr arrclval within
the next few daye tho work of lnylng
the rn\'vmanl will procecd,  The ex-
eavallon was atnrted In the alley Iying:
between Congreas avenue and Ilrnzoy
wreet and connecting Hizth and Fifth
‘That part of this year's pavimg operas
tlong to be dote with wood Blocks this
hloek of alley nmd ia continuntion 1a
Hoventlt ntreet, besldes the correspond.
Ing two bleclen Iying betlweern Con-
presn gnd Colorado and threa blocks
of Fourth street. The laying of the
invesent har been delayed up to this
Ime Inrgely through lnabllity tor geg
the blocks dollvered, Counc'lmnn
Powell reported Iin connectlon wlith
the bitullthic paving that exeavatlliona
wers hegun yesterday preliminary o
l:lu‘ln the pavement on West Tenth
wireet,

The Austin Statesman (1902-1915),; 07 May 1911: 10.
The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); 29 July 1911: 8.
The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); 22 Sep 1911: 8.



PAVIG ALNOST CONPLET

Bitullthle Company Finlshing Con-
teact on West Sivth—Alleys lie-
ing 'aved Whh Blocks,

—

The  Hitulithle Company wounnd up
the paving of West Tenth sireet yes-
terduy amd wo e practieally through
with 1ty Austin vontract, with the ex-
ception of West Sixth atrvet. On Wesi
Hixth the conerete buse 15 lald on the

roltth slde of the car tracks amd s
reinly for the bitullthie surface, but
since the spreading of coterete o) the
north side of the street was only he-
sun yesterday 1t s Ilkl-lf thut the

Indshing work will be beld up until
Loth mides hapve had thme L sett]e,

The bitullthic people will hegin to.
day the bhullding of a temporary curb
wall niv the Teath stroct side of e
Flret Baptist ¢church. Thix wiil Inelude
two redn of steps, ohe on the Tenth
airnet stda and one
UCalurailn street slde,

The firmt ptece of wood block pavs
Ing wits fintehied yesterday by Knox T,
Jolimpon, Thix wne the alley in the
firel block east of Congress avenue be.
tweent Hixth and FPifth etteotn,  Ex-
eavating will bogin right away, It was
anpouneed, In the same nlley between
Hixth unid Beventh—that Is, just west
of thie Drisklll hotel, The blocks are
now arriving re fast ns they can be
used by the contractor, who has the
vontract for four wlley  bloeks and

o the wesl or

thiren or four LWlocks on Fourth atreet, |!

1t was learned that Contractor Johne-
ron Intendd to begln work tmlay put-
ting down tha brick payvement I Coh.
Kress nvenue adjucent to the property
of the Humme Lumbmr Compuny.

The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); 18 Oct 1911:

The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); 10 Oct 1911: 7.

The work of laying a cement walk
on the north slde of Wooldridge Park
A curb wlll be put
in n Hittle later, the contraet, fneluding |
excavatlons, having been let to Knox |
7, Jouhmson for aliout §$400.
complete the curb and gutter on ull
gldes of the I"ark except the west,

begnn yesterday,

The Austin Statesman (1902-191 5); 1}'8‘]-\261)/

ARE FILLING U TIHE GAR,

Pavement-Layers Are al Work
o Lhower Congress Avenue,

on

axeavating wan hegun yeslendnsy In
front of the 1lume Juinber yard and
pluning mill on Cungrass avenun bue
twenn irst atreat nmad the river, pra-
parestory to laying u briek pavement
to M1 up the ap that has sxisted nt
thnl‘{mlnt aver slnve tha Avehue wnn
paveld, threa yYears Ao, The two nr
thires cortoada of Thurber briclk ara
on (e grotnd now and will be bild an

This will

[

J

1912: 8.
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wpan as the excavation can ho mida
wrl the congeaie Lnge put down. ‘Fha
noln {n tho pavement covers 100 anunre
yardn,

Kpox I, Johnron hss the contract.
Mr, Johnson also hows the conirnet
twnrdeld hy the eity, to isy the wood
blvek paving on Fourth street and in
tour blockn of downtewn alleys, AL
Inyt n part of the woosd blackn hava
nrrived and n foree will wonn b at
work laying thom. Atveady the work
of Txeavialng and puting down 1he
buse t under way in the allay Just
st of Congresx avenuo uml oxtends
inge from IIfth 1o Baventh strests,

The uprcmlll?.: of bituglthin on the
block hetweon Congroxn nml lirnzos on
1iirhth sirect whas fHinfshied ;*r-mon!uy!
by the Itulltfile company. The con-
eretie work wias wound up on West
Tenth, and exenvuling wak in prugressy
o Wl Bixth,

10.

iTha greater part of the amount ex-
ended wiidar the hend of permanont
aving went to tho Texas Bitulithie
lompany, ‘Knox T, Jehnson and Itay
MoDonald, who paved an allay uloclk
with_what s known as ‘Dolurwaey,” o
oncrete’ paving materinl.

aldbnunlls Anna

The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); 16 Aug 1912: 8.

place.

WNOX 1, JUIHINSON
Thone 1508

Johnson & Miller

CEMENT WALKS AND CURBS

WALLACK I, MILLER
Phoue 2103

McGAUGH BUILDING
FIVE SPANISH HOMES

M. Q. McGaugh, local contractor,
ls speclalizing
houses {n the new Harrls Place ad-
ditlon, south of the Country Club
He {s completing {ive of
thesa housecs, one of which he I8
building for Xnox Johnson and the’
other four he will place on
market for $7560 each.
gtucco and all are bullt on ditfer-
ent architecturnl designs.
houses are of seven rooms, Includ-
ing bLasgement, with built yp roof
and other features.

in Spanish type

The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); 20 Jan 1913 3.
The Austin American (1914-1973); 29 Mar 1925: 2.

the
All are of

The four
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MRS, HORNSBY
(LOSES VALIANT
FIGHT FOR LIFE

Mother of St. Louis Cardi-
nals’ Leader Dies at
Sister’s Home Here.

ILL FOR MANY YEARS

i

Her Son’s Triumph Brought |
Joy to Her in Last
Weeks of Life,

Mrs. M. D. Hornsby, .63,
mother of Rogers Hornsby, |
8t.  Louwis Cardinals man-
ager, closed her eyes in the| |

peaceful sleep of death at|Se
3 o'clock Wednesday afternoon, her| bY|
last hours made happy that her| th
“baby,” the 1dol of Bt. Louis base- | gjq
| ball fans, had reached the pinnacie| Ol
of success and led his falthful team | gq
ta the threshold of a World's serles. | gorf
Har death came after 24 hours of | nirg
unconselousness, and after her last 1hd
message o her son had been to
tell him to stand by his post of duty |
and not to come fo her untll the| C
world's serles was over. -5
Funeral May Be Delayed. :;“
In compliance with her last wish, p:
tentative plans we:» being mades by
+| her famlly Wednesday night to de=| 5,
o
t

(@ 2

bt == |z 4 gasvoserss

lay her funeral untll after the] .
world’a series, vhen her youngest|
H.' n, Rogers, ca. come to Austin| .
| to attend the obsequies.

—a

The Austin American, (1921-1973); 30 Sep 1926. Image courtesy of Preservation Central, Inc. via Newspapers.com.
Hornsby Services

MRS, HORNSBY'S A8 End of Seres

By e Joo Foster of Dallas and four
Y AW Lomont of tho Taat ritew wil RoertdAn, B ke dams
Postponement o o last rites w 4 i Trof. h 1,
|l mean that tho body of Mrs. Horns- o or Jagopville, Fla., and L
by wll not be entambed beforo ten Judgo John W. Hornsby, county
RUGERS days or two ‘v:eekls ginee t:lle world ::},;",::::,y of Travis county, Is n
serles may last longer than one g e K

week and 1t will require several ROGERS TO STAY

) days for Rogers Imrniby to reach WITH CARDINALS,
——— Austin from New York where the . NEW YORK, Sept. 30—Tha dy-
. . concluding game of tho serles la L e B L i o pormuly
Sel‘VlceS fOl‘ Ploneel‘ likely to be played, : - - an mnnager and sccondbaseman of
Meanwhile the bedy will repose f Pioncer Family. tha St, Louls Cardinals and lend
Woman at End in the pgriors of the C. B, Cook Mrs, Hornsby, who was Dallas| |Ji# tenm agulnat the *New ' York
" undertaking firm, Rogers, wan the daughter of the| |ue carried out, o 0 » Beries s 1o
Of Serles. + + > late Ed H. Rogera. ploneer of Travis Tho manngor hnd contemplated a

d , county, and was born at Rogers kil raco to tho bedalde of his mother
Alra %z‘;:.‘:g;' uh:f;gd.is:r death in 1863, ‘She was marrled 45 years %&:ﬁ?ﬁrﬁ"oﬁm?’inm% ‘{"’,_“M anvo
. 3 ' ’ . B il o e firgt {(wo games
Funoral services for Mrs. M., D.|f oxpresscd the wish that her son :‘ig‘:,l%oﬁm‘gy Ig""(""';:‘gad:%';‘l g: I“‘ei‘i_ of tho clnssic starting hero Satur-
Hornsby, 63, mother of Rogers||| temaln at his poat during gho world| ||y Hornsby, firat whito settler In| | 6 from wn toeniie day b atehs

ed fromn an invalld’s bed for the paat
Iornsby, manager of the St. Louls serlen nnd in obedlence ~to that| jepey “paie™ of Austin's colony now| |31 Yeurs the nteady mnrch of 'her

wish, her son, the Cardinal leader, known as Travis cotinty, Her hus-| |son to bassbnll loaderalilp dled yes-
Cardinals, will not be held untl(R ™ amain with his tenm Auring| [ band precoded her In denth tn 1808, | |toraay, P dled e
after the close of the world serles|l the coming series, it was lenrned Mrs. Hornabse In survived by two Tho son whs informed that ner

whieh opens Saturdny botween New!ll inst night in rn Associated Press| |sons, Everctt Hornsby of Tulsa,| |faec,Vieh wes that ho stay with his

York Yankees and tho St. Louls||l dispatch from New York. Okln, nnd Rogcers Hornsby, mana-| | do s sho deslrad,

ord; 18, It wi definitely an- Mrs. Hornsby died at the heme| || &¢r of the 5t Louls Nationnl lengue ‘The telegram 1o Mrs, Rogers
Cnrdinnis, wan  delinte of her slster, Mra, ICnox T, Johnson, baseball club, and one dnughter,| | Hornoaby from Austin had much to
nounced by members of the family|f rofe o " vanie Wednesdny nfts {.5-"‘ huugslo Mellown of  Fort| |{8 WUt Mo decieion,, 1t was signed
here at noon Thursday. ernoan at § o'clock, losing A vallant Sha'ls also survived by four sis-| | 'Stay with Rogors. He needs,

The following telesram was sont (|l fight to lUve until after the world | | iors, "Mrs. 1. T. Rninoy of Lock-| | e sl f8dono hores o e
to the Cardinal manager by mem- || serfes in which her son s plnylng a| { hart, Mrs. Knox Johnson and Mrs.| [ers, downcnat nt the news af Mrs,
hers of the family. proeminent role. Sho lapsed Into un-| || H. C. Schaefer of Austin and Mrs,| | Hornsby's death and the possibility

“In sympathy with you. Stay,}|l consclousness 24 hours before the . l;-mt thefr londc;‘r would Il'mmoul. of!
Comg as soon as possibla. We wiil||l end eame and she was denied her {Continued on Page Eleven) - | | e Hogim Mt o e e
keep her.: . I Inst prayer by death. —_— sy :



They spont the morning and early
Afternoon In  practicn nt the
YTankea stadium while Hornshy ro-
mained {n his hotel room attempt-
Ing to Aeclde hetween conflicting
calls to duty. The men learned of
Mra., Iornsby's death when they |
roturned from the fleld and after n
stlent ovening thenl, oxpressed thelr
eympathy to the manager,

Sarrow over tho death of Morns-
by's mother wna expressed by BMil-|
ler Huggins, manager of tho| !
Yankees: John Heydler, preeident of
tho Nationnl league, and Commis«
sloner Landls, \

“Hornaby," Landix_ aald, — ‘*wilf| ,
have ono of tha hardest flghts a

)

man ever had to get hold af him-
self, A hay feeln deeply the loas of
s mother, but I think o man feels
g:im;r.n more. 1 nm deeply sorry for| .

m »

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 30 Sep 1 926 1 Image cburtesy of Preservatlon Central Inc. via Newspapers.com.

HORNSBY HERE
OF HIS MOTHER

Leader of Warid’s Baseball
Champions Eludes
Crowd

GOES TO AUNT'S HOME

Burial Services to be Held
at 3 o'Clock This
Afternoon

-

pion St. Loumis Cardinal
baseball team, arrived in
Austin Tuesday mnight on

; { board the Texas Special. More than

100 people, of whom many were

Katy depot in vain, for Hornsby
got off the train at the junction
just outside the city, in order to
avoid the crowd, and was taken by
automobile to the home of hisaunt,

molher dled Sept. 29.

FOR FUNERAL |

! Rogers Hornsby, “youthful |
‘|manager of the World Cham-

A atiets Wammahw |

Rogers Hornsby, manager of the |
world's champion St. Louis Cardi-|
nals, who reached Austin last night
to attend the funeral of his mother,
who  died here on the eve of hil
great victory.

POLICE OFFIGER

close or distant relatives of the
baseball celebrity, awaited the ar- IS SHOT DOWN
rival of the baseball hero at the

AT HUNTSVILLE

Mra. Knox Johnson, whers ""‘ HUNTSVILLE, Oct, 12—4P—C.

D. Birminaham. 56. for 30 vears =

park addition and U
addition.

business experience.

Speedway Helghts addition, Harris

REALTY DEVELOPMENT COMPANY |
OPENS THREE NEW ADDITIONS

Opening and development of thres new reslidence sections in Austin |
s now under way by the Realty Development company, of which Albert
Moors is presilent and manager. Associated with Mr. Moore in the |
Realty Development company Is Sam Sparks, president of ths Texas
Bank and Trust company. The additions which are now belng added to |
Austin's home mections Include|

2

niversity :;»u.rk » ® .

Mr. Moore s & man of & 1095

— "

re
He was con-| %

nected with the Texas Bank and|
Trust company of which Mr. Sparks
is president, for several years. It
was during his assoclation with the|
banker that their plan to develop
unoceupled land in  Austin  was
formed. |
Beautiful Tract. |

The Speedway Heights addition
Is the most recent undertaking, It
is & pleturesque and exclusively |
residential district. A $5000 single|
story home and a $7.500 two-story|
home are the minimum-priced|
bulldings that the company will
permit to be constructed on the ad-
ditlen, There are 20 diffarent kinds
of native Texas trees on the land,
and bluebonnets grow amld grass|
and trees and in wild profusion|
over tha whole space, Two different
drive-ways curve in and out of
the addition, and along thelr sides
are flanged curbs which get the
water from the streeta, saving them
from too much wear. Waller creek
runs through the east side of the
addition. It will, however, ba closed
by means of two concrete culverts,
says Mr. Moore,

Lots Ready.
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M. G. McGaugh, president of the
Buaranty TMoofing. company, says:

talling of lumber,

"We find that roo:lnz' is like muny
ther Industries. - People ﬂamand
he best and demnml ‘that it be ap-
lied properly. . That is what this
bompany docs by having the Yest
oofing materials that ean be hought
-Blrd's Insureﬁ-—npplled 'by exper-
enced roofers.’

The Guaranty Rnortng cnmpnny

nd 100 per cent free from defects,

s the only excluslve rooflng com-
bany in the, city, -Mr McGnugh 18
B roofing speclalist, = Consequently.
weople &re turning to this company
or advice partainlng to thelr roof-
ng troubles, and ‘ere tinding that
jvorrles which could - never  ho
lormadled before,.are eradlicated by
he company’s exneris. :
- r -
Roofs Inluud. : :
" Bird's roofs are. lnsurad-—-thut Is
he “assurance to. the bullder, hot! i
he ruidaneu nnd bullding. estabs"
ishmenta, .. The’ Brydson I.-umlmr
ompany earries ‘this stock exclu-
Ively for the Gunrant.'; Boollng
ompany,
JAmong’ recent 1oba cnmmﬂted by
ithe ' Bmlith office
h Blrd's - Paroid
Iit-up roofing: 'wna - used; "’ St
ohn'a orphans' homo, Bird's < Art-
raft rooflngs: Southland Colton of
d nt | Temple,
Ird's I’n.r?ld :rooflng;
razos Valley C:otton {011 eompany,
i Temple, Bird's. Parold Bullt-up
ofing; Lee S Thrift, realdence In
nfleld, Bird's Green Hex shingles.
ealdes thess, the company has
In{shed jobs at the University o
'exns, and. many others.

This mill has e. rupumﬂnn. “not
only In Austin but throughout the
surrounding territory, of heinz one
of the best: In, this suetion of tho
country.

Work such as that turned out rlt
the Brydson.mill greatly focllitates
the building of homes.in Austin, na
cablnet jobs whieh milght- other-
wiso have to bo .ordered from other
cities can-be supplled withy - con«
siderable saving of time, " -

I, J. and R, W, Brydgon 'are In
charge of the contrncting ang gen-
errl construction end of the DBryd-
gson Lumbet ‘company, and Willinm
F. Warren takes. charge ot the ra-

Tha firm hns the ngency in thls
territory for the celehrated  Edge-
woad ‘red cedar shingles, 100. per
cont edge gradn, 104 per cent henrt

The Brydsen company nlso aots as
dlﬁlr]hntur for ‘Bird & Son's roofs,
which the Guaramty Rooflng com-
pany. applies here. - A Targe trade
Ia done in high quality cement; the
company handling  the _widely-
‘known O, K, brand Portland, " ' .

A

—_——— BT
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M. G. MeGaugh, Pros,
His Hobby—To give tha best service TneuFiNu.
GUARANTY RODFING
Scarbrough Blda,

o 2-3434

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 28 Jan 1928: 5
The Austin American (1914-1973); 01 June 1930: 6.

In the’ tilﬂlrlct '1llm-nu\ = office, of Houston and T. G. Thomas of
Jack Sparks  was  relained  from Austin, all grund:mus. Mr, Harris
Former Dist, Atty. Edwin  Moor- is survived by his widow, Mrs.
head's ndministradon ps an assist- Maggic Seale Harris: seven daugh-
ant distriet attorney, while Perry | \Cf% Mrs. B, J. Ezell of Hunts-
L. Jones replaced Woodrow W ville, Mrs. T, S. Davison of Nacog-
sattoren place wodraw . doches, Mrs. H, V. Kiley of Hous-
attersen as the other assiztant, ton, Mrs., Palmer Bradly of Hous-
Austice  Thurman  named  Miss ton. Mrs. Charles F. Granger  of
Virginia Marris, davghter of Ally, Dallas, Miss Virginia Harris of
atl Mrs. June C. Harris, as seere- Austin and Mrs. Don H. Smith of
tary in the justice of the peace San Antonin; one son, Audley Har-
office 1o succerd  Misse  Mavbelle ris of Austin; ape sister, Miss Llrua
Carlson, whn retired after a servs Harrls of Austin; one brother, Wil-

ice of 10 years,

L

L R

- -

HARRIS—=Funeral
June C. Harris, 78, prominent
torney in Austin for the past
years, who died at his home, 1208
West Ninth street at 8 a. m, Sun-
day. were held from the Cook Fu-
neral home at 10 1, m. Monday with
Dr. S. G. Posey officiating., Burial
was in Oakwood. Pallbearers were
H. V. Kiley of Houston,
Bradley of Houston, C. E. Granger !
of Balies, alf sousin-lae, &, !
Cleveland of Austin, W. T. Hardy

liam Henry Harris of Silsbee; eight
grandchildren and two grem-grand-
children.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 02 Jan 1941: 1.
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 26 May 1941: 9.
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Death Takes
Mrs. Johnson

Mrs. Sallie Rogers Johnson, wife
of Knox T. Jehnson, lifetime resi-
dent of Austin, died at the family
residence, 701 Sparks avenue at 3
p. m. Friday.

Mrs, Johnson who was a mem-
ber of the First Southern Presby-
terfan church, is survived by her

husband; three daughters, Mrs. Er-!
nest Jarmon of Austin, Mrs. Otto’

Schwegman of San Antonio and
Mrs. Walter Ragsdale of Austin: a

son, John Ed Johnson of Bryan and
two sisters, Mrs. H. T. Rainey of
Lockhart and Mrs. James Schaffer
of Houston: two brothers, J. D. and
J. L. Rogers of Austin.

Funeral services were conducted
by the Rev. Flynn V, Long. at 4 p.
m. Saturday at the family home, 701
Sparks avenue. Burial in Oakwood
was under the direction of the
Weed-Corley Funeral home.

Pallbearers were Arnold P,
Chote, James T. Johnson, Jake Pet-
mecky. Tom Penick, W. T. Rolfe.
G. E. Morris, N. L. Gault and H. J.
Petmecky,

Knox Johnson
Dies of Attack

Knox ‘T'homas Johnson, 78, prome-
inent cement contractor and  life-
fitme resident of Austin, died Tues-
day morning at the home ol his
danghter. Mrs. Ernest E. Janaoan,
700 West I11th Street.  11is death
followed a heart attaek,

Johnson, affectionately known as
“Unele Knox,” was in the eemem
contracting  bDusiness  for several
decades,  His name was imprinted
in hundreds of cement sidewalks
in the older parts of the city,

For many vears he eogaped in
business undet the name of Knox
T, John=on but later became
partner in the contracting firmn of
Juhinson and Miller,

He was born in Austin, Aup. 31,
1872 the =on of Mr. and Mres
Ponald Johnson,  His father sorved
as city elerls of the City of Austin
for mare than 25 yvears,

The body is at the Weed-Corley
Funeral Home pending funcral ac-
rangemoents.,

Jolhinzon isx survived by one son,
John F. Jahnson of Bryvan; three
daughters, Mrs. 0. G. Schwegmann
of San Antonio and Mrs., W. H.
Rausdill and Mrx. Jarmon, bath of
Austing ane brother, John Q. Johne
son of Houston; four grandchildren
and three greal grandchildren,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 17 Jan 1942: 7
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 19 June 1951: 1.

MISS ELLA L. HARRIS

Furcral services for Miss Ella
L. larris were held Monday aft-
ernoon at the Cook Funeral Home
with the Rev. Thomas T. Martin
olliciating.

Miss Harris died at her home,
701 Sparks Avenue, Sunday morn-
ing. - .

She' ix survived ‘by six nicces,
Miss Virginia Ilarris ol Austin,
Mrs, H. V. Kiley of San Antonio,
Mprs, Palmer Bradley of Houston,
Mrs. Donald Smith of Kerrville,
Mrs. Tom Davison and Mrs, Er-
nest Pinkston of Nacogdoches;
three nephews, Jack Harris of
Nacogdoches, William H. Harris
of San Antonio and Lance Harris
of San Benito.

Pallbearers were Harry Ki
ley, Tom Davison Jr., Palmei
Bradley, Dr. Glevis Cleveland
John Patrick Cleveland, C. E
Granger, Ted Thomas and Willianr
T. Hardy, Burial was in Oakwoot

" | Cemetery.

Thirtyeight  years  ago,
Irving Ravel and Robert
Karotkin, upon finishing the
University of Texas, conceived
the idea of sarting a
children's shoe store in Austin,
combining the two last names
for Kara-Vel, at 717 Congress.

Today Kara-Vel Shoe Stares,
Inc. with Irving Ravel as
president, consists of four
stores located in the
Downtown areaon Burnet Road,
on Cameron Road and now in

WestGate Mall . . .
for all generations.

Having built a reputation of
qualified shoe personnel for
children, Kara-Vel Shoe Stores
expanded into adding exciting
new lines for the entire family

with shoes

ten years ago.
Now Kara-Vel offers
Pappagallo,  Selby, Miss

America, Capezio, Joyce, and
sandals from Italy, Spain and
Brazil for ladies.

Freeman, Alden, John
Herbst, Adidas, U.S. Keds are

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 27 Apr 1959: 10.
The Austin American Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; 26 Feb 1975: B2.

Kara-Vel’s 4th Store |
Carries Shoes for All

a few of the lines stocked for
the menof the family.

And continuing to serve the
young ones, Kara-Vel offers
Jumping Jacks, Child Life,
Bare Traps, and styles of
termis shoes, and sandals.

Kara-Vel at WestGate has
the same experienced staff,
under the management of Mrs.
Viola Kimmons, who have
served South Austin for eight
years. They invite you to visit
them at their new location in
WestGate Mall.
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The 1872 Austin city directory lists John O. Johnson as a grocery clerk living at Pecan (6th
Street) and Guadalupe. In that same year, his wife, Betty, gave birth to the first of their three
children: Knox Thomson Johnson. John went on to distinguish himself as Austin’s Postmaster,
then City Clerk. The family moved to the corner of Rio Grande and Mesquite (later 11th
Street), across the street from the city’s first high school, now Pease Elementary. (You can find

both rendered in 3-D on this cool old map.) John Orville Johnson, Jr. was born six years after
Knox. The 1912 directory has Knox living at 1008 Rio Grande. His younger brother, at 1012 Rio

KnOX T J O h Nson Grande, is identified as Knox's foreman. The brothers would have been about 40 and 34 years
of age and living on the same lot as their parents (and probably of their sister, Lenore, as
well.) The different addresses suggest that the family compound had several buildings, pre-
sumably occupied by different family members.

o
(Above left: 14th east of Nueces; right: Nueces north of 11th)

n this blog post are displayed photos of all nine instances of the Knox T. Johnson stamp [
1ave observed. The only date on any of them is “7-1910", so this is some of the oldest con-

rete remaining on Austin streets.

(Above left: near 11th and Rio Grande; center and right: Washington Square)

In 1911, the city council passed a resolution to pay Knox T. Johnson for sidewalk and curbing
by appropriating $760.14 from prominent businessmen, including E. M. Scarbrough (the man
behind the Scarbrough Building), Monroe Miller (stable owner and undertaker, on 7th east of
Congress Avenue), and Joseph Nalle. (May we presume that the sidewalks and curbs abutted
those businesses?)

By 1922, Knox had married Sallie R. Johnson and moved to 407 E. 8th Street

Above left: Nueces south of 14th; rlght It appears that Knox made this nifty garden border
‘or his neighbor at 9th and Rio Grande.)

(Above left: Washington Square; right: steps on Lavaca at 15th)

The 1940 census has them at 701 Sparks Avenue near the North University neighborhood.
Travis County Appraisal District records indicate that the house there now was built in 1937,

50 it's reasonable to assume they lived in it.
Dickens, Kelly. “Knox T. Johnson " Curb Appeal: Historical Concrete of Austin, Texas. 2014.
https.//kellyddickens. wordpress.com/2014/07/1 1/knox-t-johnson/
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Permits

X Depth at Prop. Lme

Receipt NO. s Application for Sewer Connection -~ N2 N
" Austin, Texas, ... i M= AR 199J'(

! Q/ﬂ—?v-— @b«w@; 3«)///64444‘_;7

To the Supeuntendent of Sanitary Sewer Dwzswn, City. of  Austin, Texas. 70, 44,,_( .

Sir:— ! 7 (% /
1 hereby make apphcatlon for sewer connec‘clon and instr u?hons j .
Strect

further described as Lot.... =
subdivision . ~ M/é ‘Plat, éé J which is to .be used'as a.
In this place there are to be mstaﬂed ,,,,,,,,,,, fixtures. Plumbing Permit No...

I agree to pay the City of Austin, the 1egulai mdmance charge

Rcspectful]y,

gmow V57 77

Water tap permit — 1925
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