Balcones Canyonlands Preserve
Education and Qutreach Partner
Highlights

FY2023 (October 1, 2022 -
September 30, 2023)

City of Austin

Travis County

The Nature Conservancy
Westcave Preserve

Wild Basin Preserve

Travis Audubon’s Baker Sanctuary

Austin - Texas




Golden-cheeked
Warbler
Resighters



Restoring
Endangered Species
Habitat with the City
of Austin




Volunteer
Workdays with 179" % &
Travis County i A

1l o mone e A alline Af $ho

ynservando Nuestra Tierra is an
s Foundation and is a wa
getting into the outdod




Ided Hikes

Gu



Social media

Instagram
o bcp_traviscounty

Might of September 12, 20235

230 rmillion birds

predicies

Bird migration forecast

(_"-"“\

\/

i

bep_traviscounty LIGHTS QUT TEXAS ALERT! The peak
fall migration period runs from September 6-October
29 and the BirdCast model predicts high-intensity bird
migration over our region tonight. Large numbers of
birds will be flying! By turning out all non-essential
lights outside and inside from 11pm-6am, you can help
dramatically reduce the dangerous threats that birds
face while migrating.

Learn more about nightly migration data in your region
and even sign up for high bird migration alerts with the
link in our bio! @cornellbirds @travisaudubonsociety
{@audubon
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If you're enjoying the cooler evenings, chances are you may hear the
incessant call of a Chuck-Wills-Widow in the Central Texas night air.
They tend to live in more open areas than the similar Whip-poor-will
and catch insects at night. Long, stiff feathers called ‘rictal bristles’ help
guide prey into their wide, gaping mouth. Occasionally, they have
been seen eating small bats or birds such as the Carolina Wren and
some species of warblers!

Chuck-Wills-Widows do not build a nest, instead they lay 1-4 eggs
directly on the ground amongst leaf litter, pine needles or on bare dirt.
The incubating adults are extremely well camouflaged and are difficult
to spot until you're about to step on them! If disturbed from the nest
with eggs or young, individuals may also perform a ‘distraction
display’, flying low to the ground away from the nest.

Chuck-Wills-Widow are a common bird in steep decline. They may be
vulnerable to pesticide usage since their diet is mainly insectivorous. If
you're interested in contributing to citizen science for nightjars like
Chuck-Wills-Widow, you can sign up to count them as a part of the
United States Nightjar Survey at \ nightjars.org

Photo Credits: Bill Reiner
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Ashe Juniper
It is a common myth that Ashe juniper (also called cedar) is mot native to Central Texas and has

invaded what was historically a vast open grassland. Drawing from historical records, including
eyewitness accounts, reports, and photographs, ecologist Steve Nelle dispels this myth and

- n
V I d e 0 S e r I e S describes large, forested areas prior to European settlement. For more information on the
histornical vegetation communities of the Texas Hill Country, see hitps:;//bitly/3Z24zxE9
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Leamn about “shinnn-yoku”, a Japanese term that literally translates to "forest bathing.” Liam
Sheppard, a Training Program Manager with the City of Austin, explains how this ancient practice
can be enjoyed in Ashe juniper-oak forests of the Texas Hill Country. For research on forest
bathing, see https://globalwellnessinstitute.orgy/.../forest-bathing.../

While visiting parks and preserves, please remain on authorized trails and follow Leave... See
more
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- Narrated by Steve Nelle
‘Retired NRCS Biologist
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Ashe Juniper is Native to Central Texas
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Wild Basin Speaker & Social Series
TEXAS BACKYARD WILDLIFE

Join Dan Ballard & Jane Hunter as they share
their critter videos and the stories behind them.

JUNE 13TH | 5:30 PM
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