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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

NOVEMBER 1, 2023 
PR-2023-116387; GF-2023-118718 

4604 CRESTWAY DRIVE 
   
PROPOSAL 
Demolish a ca. 1957 house.  

ARCHITECTURE 
The house at 4604 Crestway Drive is one and one-half stories in height, with a low-slope roof and deep eaves. It is clad in 
natural stone and vertical cedar siding. Fenestration includes aluminum ribbon and half-height sliders, full-height sliders, 
and full-height fixed windows. A first-floor carport, wide chimney, and stone retaining walls visually anchor the house to 
the hillside on which it is built.  

RESEARCH 
4604 Crestway Drive was built in 1957 for Richard R. Hidell, Sr. Hidell, son of a Fort Worth hardware company founder, 
opened Hidell Builders Supply in Austin in the late 1940s. Though Hidell, Sr. retired in 1996, the company is still around 
today and supplies materials to contractors around the state.  

Hidell was active in several charitable organizations, serving in leadership positions in numerous clubs. 4604 Crestway was 
built by Hidell’s brother, William Henry Hidell, a well-known Mid-century Modern architect who studied under Dallas 
luminary George Dahl after a brief mentorship under Frank Lloyd Wright (and who purportedly used a Wright design as 
inspiration for his father’s Austin residence).1 William H. Hidell began his firm with Pete Decker as Hidell & Decker 
Architects in 1948, then practiced solo under William H. Hidell Architects in 1952. The firm was incorporated in 1979 as 
Hidell Architects, Inc., and operates today under Hidell & Associates Architects, with William Hidell III as the firm’s 
principal and public library design as its focus.2  

In a 2015 interview with Mary E. Hidell, Rick Hidell Sr.’s wife, she recounted the house’s challenging and unique 
construction: 

To build the house, they had to dynamite the cliff-side…and at that time there were only a couple of trees on the lot. 
Everything that you see currently was planted by the Hidells after taking up residence there. In the process of clearing 
the lot, they discovered a cave, which they had to fill in with concrete (it took 9 cement mixer loads) and that concrete 
became the foundation of the fireplace. The home is constructed with fieldstone that was from a fieldstone fence out 
in the country. Mr. Hidell purchased the whole fence and then had it taken apart and transported to the property to use 
in the home.3 

PROPERTY EVALUATION 
Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.  
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). The property does not appear to meet 

two criteria: 
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of mid-century Modern design, using natural materials and 

employing a design that responds to the site’s topography, going so far as to be tied directly  into the land at the 
concrete fireplace base extending down into a natural cave. It was constructed by Dallas architect William H. 
Hidell, a noted Modernist and student of George Dahl. 

b. Historical association. The Commission may wish to consider the relationship between Hidell Builders’ Supply, 
a longstanding Austin business, and the home’s unique materials and construction. The Hidell family appears 
to have significant ties to the building and architecture industries in Texas.  

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 
history or prehistory of the region. 

 
1 Interview with Ms. Mary Hidell, 2015, conducted by Comm. Trey McWhorter. 
2 http://www.hidell.com/about.html 
3 McWhorter, 2015.  
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d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or 
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or 
a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property may be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value, given the deliberate planting and topographical modifications used by the Hidells 
when “sculpting” the house and its surroundings. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Consider initiation of historic zoning. Should the Commission decide against initiation, strongly encourage rehabilitation 
and adaptive reuse, then deconstruction and reuse of materials, but release the demolition permit upon completion of a 
City of Austin Documentation Package.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Photos 
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Demolition permit application, 2023 

Historical Information 
City directory research was not available for this property. 
 

 
 The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 05 Oct 1958: A22. 
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Austinites Enjoy Boating With Two Lakes in Town. The Austin American (1914-1973); 23 July 1961: E9. 

Tennis Courts Contract Let. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 07 Nov 1961: A21 

  
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 14 May 1962: 6. 

The Austin American (1914-1973); 23 Jan 1966: E7. 
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Austin Junior Miss Pageant Underway. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 30 Nov 1970: 47. 

 
Attorney To Head New Jaycee Slate. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 01 May 1971: 13 
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https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/richard-hidell-8212338 

 
Dallas Morning News, 2009. https://obits.dallasnews.com/us/obituaries/dallasmorningnews/name/william-hidell-

obituary?id=24409810  

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/richard-hidell-8212338
https://obits.dallasnews.com/us/obituaries/dallasmorningnews/name/william-hidell-obituary?id=24409810
https://obits.dallasnews.com/us/obituaries/dallasmorningnews/name/william-hidell-obituary?id=24409810
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McWhorter, Trey. Interview with Mary E. Hidell, 2015. 
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Permits 

 
Building permit, 1957 
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