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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

DECEMBER 13, 2023 
DA-2023-1431; GF-2023-149310 

 4700 SOUTH CONGRESS AVENUE  
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1947 commercial building and outbuildings. Total demolition is not proposed at this time for the connected 
two-story motel building. 

ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story limestone commercial building with octagonal turret, tiered corrugated metal roof, undivided replacement 
windows, metal frame addition, and cedar porch posts at the street- and parking-facing elevations. The building is connected 
to the Goodnight Court office.  

RESEARCH 

Hill’s Café was constructed in 1947 on the site of Goodnight’s Cash Grocery, which opened when the Goodnight family 
purchased the land in the late 1930s. Originally a partnership between Samuel Hill and the Goodnights, Hill was bought out 
in 1957 and the Goodnights continued to run the business, though Hill’s name remained. At first, the café was a small coffee 
shop built to serve the adjoining Goodnight Tourist Courts, then a hamburger stand, but it soon grew into a gathering place 
for up to 500 people and an iconic Austin steakhouse. Operated by Charlie Goodnight until 1989, Hill’s Café remained an 
Austin restaurant staple until its closure in 2013, despite suffering several fires and floods from 1952 onwards.  

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain low integrity. Due to a series of expansions, fires, floods, and remodels throughout the 

twentieth century, the building no longer sufficiently retains its historic appearance. Its integrity was originally 
evaluated by the Historic Preservation Office in 2019. The applicant has conveyed that the current sign is not of historic 
age.  

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 
determined that it may meet two criteria: 

a. Architecture. The building does not appear to convey architectural significance. 
b. Historical association. The property is associated with the Goodnight family, prominent Austin businesspeople. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 

history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property may possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant feature 

that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic, 
cultural, or historical value to the city. 

COMMITTEE FEEDBACK 

None.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 

 
Google Street View, 2022 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, July 2022 

1959 4702: Goodnight Motel  
4700: Hill’s Café 

1955 Goodnight Motel (tourist cts) 
Hill’s Café 
Merle and Hazel Goodnight, owners 

1952 Address likely listed as 4700 San Antonio Hwy 
Goodnight Court (Merle Goodnight) 

1949 *Address likely listed as 4700 San Antonio Hwy* 
Goodnight Court (Merle Goodnight) 

1947 Address not listed 
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1940, 1958 aerial photos (City of Austin CTM and Addressing) 

  
1965, 1977 aerial photos (City of Austin CTM and Addressing) 

  
1997, 2022 aerial photos (City of Austin CTM and Addressing, Nearmap.com) 

Historical information 

 
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 20 Oct 1938: 19. 
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The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 18 Jan 1942: A18. 

 
The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 18 Jan 1942: A18 
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The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 18 Jan 1942: A18. 
The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 10 Mar 1946: 8. 

 
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 28 Oct 1948: 1.   
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The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 10 June 1952: B9. 

 
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 01 Oct 1954: 10.   

“FLAMES GUT HILL’S CAFÉ SATURDAY” Austin American Statesman (1921-1973), Jan 25, 1958 1 
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The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 21 Feb 1958: 11. 
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The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 19 June 1968: 6. 

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 31 Jan 1973: 47. 
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MIKE COX Staff Writer.  The Austin American - Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; Austin, Tex.. 19 Sep 1976: B1. 
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MIKE COX American-Statesman Staff.  The Austin American - Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; Austin, Tex.. 14 July 

1980: B1.   
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Charles Merle Goodnight Obituary, https://funeralinnovations.com/obituaries/view/317224/2/, 2010 

 
Austinchronicle.com. “Austin Landmarks on the Menu,” 2015. https://www.austinchronicle.com/food/2008-09-12/austin-landmarks-

on-the-menu-hills-cafe/. 

 

https://funeralinnovations.com/obituaries/view/317224/2/


42 – 13 

 
Austinchronicle.com. “Is it "Goodnight" for iconic Hill's Cafe?,” 2013. https://www.austinchronicle.com/food/2013-01-

18/food-o-file/. 

Permits 

 
Building permit for motel, 1954 

 
Addition to Hill’s Café, 1965 
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Addition to motel and pool, 1974 

 
Remodel permit, 1978 

 
Roof repair permit, 1978 
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