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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
DECEMBER 13,2023
DA-2023-1431; GF-2023-149310
4700 SOUTH CONGRESS AVENUE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1947 commercial building and outbuildings. Total demolition is not proposed at this time for the connected
two-story motel building.

ARCHITECTURE

Two-story limestone commercial building with octagonal turret, tiered corrugated metal roof, undivided replacement
windows, metal frame addition, and cedar porch posts at the street- and parking-facing elevations. The building is connected
to the Goodnight Court office.

RESEARCH

Hill’s Café was constructed in 1947 on the site of Goodnight’s Cash Grocery, which opened when the Goodnight family
purchased the land in the late 1930s. Originally a partnership between Samuel Hill and the Goodnights, Hill was bought out
in 1957 and the Goodnights continued to run the business, though Hill’s name remained. At first, the café was a small coffee
shop built to serve the adjoining Goodnight Tourist Courts, then a hamburger stand, but it soon grew into a gathering place
for up to 500 people and an iconic Austin steakhouse. Operated by Charlie Goodnight until 1989, Hill’s Café remained an
Austin restaurant staple until its closure in 2013, despite suffering several fires and floods from 1952 onwards.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain low integrity. Due to a series of expansions, fires, floods, and remodels throughout the
twentieth century, the building no longer sufficiently retains its historic appearance. Its integrity was originally
evaluated by the Historic Preservation Office in 2019. The applicant has conveyed that the current sign is not of historic
age.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building does not appear to convey architectural significance.

b. Historical association. The property is associated with the Goodnight family, prominent Austin businesspeople.

¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property may possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant feature
that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular
demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

COMMITTEE FEEDBACK

None.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying
purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey. This preduct has been preduced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Google Street View, 2022

Occupancy History
City Directory Research, July 2022
1959 4702: Goodnight Motel
4700: Hill’s Café
1955 Goodnight Motel (tourist cts)
Hill’s Café
Merle and Hazel Goodnight, owners
1952 Address likely listed as 4700 San Antonio Hwy
Goodnight Court (Merle Goodnight)
1949 * Address likely listed as 4700 San Antonio Hwy*

Goodnight Court (Merle Goodnight)
1947 Address not listed




1940, 1958 aerial photos (City of Austin CTM and Addressing)

Historical information

NOTICE

Nolice is hereby given in
accordance with the provi-
sions of the Texas Liquor
Control Act that Goodnight’s
Cash Grocery is making ap-
plicalion  with the 'Texas
Liquor Control Board for a
Relail Liquor Store Permit.
Said business is to he con-
ducted 1.7 “miles from Cily
Limils of {he city of Ausiin,
Counfy of Travis, Texas, on
the right hand side of the
Austin-S8an Antonio Highway.

Goodnight's Cash Grocery,
Merle | Goodnight,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973),; Austin, Tex.. 20 Oct 1938: 19.
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Drive Today-1:» Miles oo e
And Inspect Austin’s Newest Tourist Court

This Court Reflects Unique Floor Arrangement and Careful planning for the Comverience and Comfort
of Its Customers.

TAKE SPECIAL NOTE OF THE FOLLOWING FEATURES:

# Design and Construction of Each Unit * Each Unit equipped with Beauty Rest Mattresszs
% Closed Garage Adjoining Each Cottage % Down Comforts and All Wool Wool Blankots
s Design of Furniture and Fixtures * All Tile Bath Room with Latest Fixtures
% Lighting and Heating Fixtures Installed * Plate Gloss Shower Deor in Shawer Room
fz‘ % Londscope ond Shrubbery around Court % Complete Carpet on Floor of Each Unit
E‘l % Individual Front Porches on Each Cottage % Ceiling Fans Instafled in Each Cottage

Refreshments Will Be Served

G@@DN]GHT COURT

i ‘l‘,fz P~.'11L[S OUT SAN ANTONIO HIGHWAY MERLE GOODNIGHT, OWNER

The Austin American (1914- ]973) Austin, Tex.. 18 Jan 1942: A18



Tourist Court
(Opens Today

¢ Ultra-Modern Stone
" Construction Assures
Soundproof Rooms

One mile and a half out on the
San Antonlo highway, a new ultra
modern tourlst court has just been
completed, This distinct court is
outstanding in many ways and
contains the comforts of a hotel,
yet has quiet surroundings and all
modern conveniences. The con-
struction of cach unit Is sound-

proof and bullt of Texas Quarry
rock \Ivhlch resembles  llmestone,
yet 18 of A hard consistency, Each
unit s complete within Itself, and
has Its own adjoining garage with
over-head door,

The units are built on a Medi-
terranean slyle with gable roofs,
and small covered front porches.
Inside each cottage, the walls are
finished in knolty pine, with Celo-
tex cellings. Flourescent lghts and
bullt-in gas heaters furnish light-
ing and heating for the units, The
cottages are furnished with refer-
ences to harmony in colors and

fort of the ¢ 2, with thick
carpet on the floor, glass top desk,
and Monterey type furniture. Each
bed has & Bmut?’ Test mattress and
box springs, with down comforts
and all-wool blankets, Venetian
blinds are found in each cotlage,
as well as ceiling fans.

The bathroom contalns the latest
type of bath fixtures, and is fin

walls and floors. A shower adjoing
the bathroom and s also equipped

ished in lile from the ceiling ta the:

. Eddle Edwards' swank new Club

is set for formal opening Thurs-
Ej and Friday nights with Johnnie
“Seat® Davis and his band

the occasion. T
Mbiggest litlle
|Amerlca” will move in Satu
inight - for an indefinite stay.

lub 81 Sets Gala Opening This|
‘eek With Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis

m-
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which Bing Cresby and the Andrew
are for

with the latest type fixtures, One
of the most outstanding features in
this part of the unit is the plate
Rlass door, which hns a border in
plastic material.

Surrounding the court {s a rock
wall and nll garages and drives are
concrete. The grounds surrounding
the cottages have been Jandscaped
and bushes and shrubbery planted
to give the court a home-like at-
mosphere. This court will be open
all day Sunday and the public Ix
invited to inspect it at this time.
Refreshments will be served, and
Mr. and Mrs. Merle Goodnight will
be an hand ta welcome visitors,

Texas in 1929,

T

The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 18 Jan 1942: AIS.
The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 10 Mar 1946: 8.

Night Spot
Desiroyed -
By Flames

Club 81, night spot on the San
Antonio Highway near Austin, was
completely destroyed by fire at

1:15 agm. Thursday,
The &ight club was empty at the
time, havimg been closed at 12:30

a. m. The cause of the fire was
still undetermined Thursday morn-
ing.

The Ausiin fire depariment re-
ceived a call at 1:13 a, m, Thurs-
day and dispatched one company.
A fire hydrant was near the club
but all the hose available was still
200 feet short of reaching the fire.

Another company of firemen was
then sent out, but the fire by this
time was coempletely out of con-
trol, and the building burned to the
ground.

The building was owned by Merle
Goodnight, who operates the Good-
night Tourist Court alongside the
club, It had been lcased to two
World War I veterans, R. D. Ed-
wards and Joe Sanders,

Goodnight said the big club, fin-
ished only three years ago, was
only one-fourth covered by insur-
ance. He estimated the total loss
at between $75,000 and $85,000.

Fire Marshal W. L. Heaton sald

Night Spot
Burns Down

(Continued From Paze 1)

The club is located a mile south
of the city limits at 4700 San An-

tonio Highway. 1:15 a. m. Thursday by shoits of

early ‘Thursday that he had not i “fire.” The fast = iing - {1
made an Inspection as yet of the Mss. GDO('imght .S.E'Id shs and her soan t:l\\'\'_-]‘ilﬁcriic thF(]*w;S:?clglni!d??;
fire, and therefore could give no huzhand were awakened around H I an

within &n hour. there was nothing
but smoking ashes,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973),; Austin, Tex.. 28 Oct 1948 1.

reason for the fire nor an estimate

of the loss. (Continued on Page 11, Col. 6)
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The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 10 June 1952: BY.

| Approval Granted

For Construction

| The city has approved plans {or
fa ST000 addition t the Goodnight
Tourist Courts, 4700 South Cone
gress Avenme,

A permit issued by the  build-
ing inspector’s office to €. Merle
Goodnight authorized an addition
to the court's office building and
19 new units,

The permit listed A, Fitzgerald
as contractor,

Hill's Cafe, popular steak houss
at 4700 South Congress Avenie,
was gutted by fire carly Saturday
morning, causing extensive dam-
age throughout the modern ma-
sonry building.

Mo estimafé of damage wns
given by Charlle Goodnight, op-
eralor of the eafe, who =ald he
had “no idea’™ of the dellar and
cenls cost of the fire. Goodnlght
safd it would be impossible o
estimate the damage.

The fice alarm was turned In ol
1:20 o.m., and firemen had the
blaze extinguished 3¢ minutes
after arriving nt the scene, Asslst-
ant Chief Gene Sappington said.
Sappington sald two rooms and o

serving area of the cafe were de-
stroyed and that heat and smoke
damaged the rest of the bullding.
Burned out were a part of the
kitehen, a room housing mochin-
ery and lce making equipment
and the serving Area.

Sappinglon sald the cafe has
only three doors and mo windows,
and that the flames generated n
lot of heat ond smoke, which hung
heavily In the area.

Sappington sald Charlle Good-

Flames Gut
Hill's Cate

night told him he bad checked the
enfe within an hour of the time
the fire broke out and everything
was in order at the time. The.d
fire marshol's oifice {5 checking,
Saturday to determine the cause,
of the fire, . .
The cale is owned 'hy Merle
Goodnight,
Goodripht Courts,

and §t adjoins ﬂu.-._

i
Charlie Geodnight sald the cafe

would open "just as Inst as pos-
sible.” .

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Austin, Tex.. 01 Oct 1954 10.
“FLAMES GUT HILL’S CAFE SATURDAY” Austin American Statesman (1921-1973), Jan 25, 1958 1
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Announcing The

)PENING
HII.L'S CAFE

Completely Remodeled and Decorated
4700 5. CONGRESS

YOU'RE INVITED....

OLD FRIENDS . .. NEW FRIENDS
TO FREE COFFEE TODAY THROUGH SUNMDAY

We are sorry we have nat been ahlo te serve you fer the past several wesks he-
smise of the recent fire damnge, We now invite you ta come back and sce our
Completely Remadeled and Redecarated Cale and you will find the same Friendly
“service and ting quolity food we have olways strived te giva you.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 21 Feb 1958: 11.



 Goodnight

New Head

Of TRA

HOUSTON —
Goodoight,  of

M.
was

Charles
Austin,

elected 1968-69 president of the
Texas  Restaurant  Association
Wednesday,

The hoard of directors of TRA
named Goodnight president at a

breakfast  session  held  in
conhection  with  TRA's  20th
anmial convention,

ther  officers of the 3,300-

member state ascociation are
Charles W. Horan Jr., Fort
Worth, senior vice-president:
Tames R. Hill, Corpus Christi,
viceepresident; Charles
Langlord, A bilene, vice.
president, and Bill McCoy, San
Antonio, seerctary-treasurer.

Goodnight, owner of Hill's
cife, has served as Legislative
shairman for three years and|
is senior vice-presidem, |

After  accepling  the pavel
from the outpoing president,.
Tom Katz of Houston, Goodnight|
said:

LT 1LY |
“Taking notice of the mwriy'i
campaign by job hunters the
other day, 1 looked beyomd the!
highly propagandized figures on!
poverty  amd  foumnd  that
thousands of jobs aerpss e
length and breadth of the land,
are poing begging, Yet we have
the “poor”  converged  on.
Washington, demanding that the
government tax those who work
to reward those who will not.
For you know as do 1 that
cmplovers  almost  evervwhere
are begging lor workers, i

“From here it looks as though
it would be a good thing for
Texas  government leaders to
make a  clear, concise, non-
[political stwdy of the so-called
unemplovment  situation in this
state, It should be atmed at’
determining which persons are
mentally o0 physically
unemployable, which arel
techimically unfit for good jobs;
and how many just don’t “want’
lo work.™

“1 think they'd he surprised
at the number who aren’t even
looking for a job — and 90 per
cent of them would refuse if yvou
offercd them work."

Gootnight  also  owns  the
Goudnight Motel, two drive-ins,,
g o partnership  in G&M|
Catering Service, |

He and his  wife, Clandia,!
muved o Austin in 1949 where
e went into real estate aml
insurance before buyinz Hill's|
[Cafe in June, 1937, and then the!
Goodnight Motel in July, 1961,

They bhave three  children!
[Charles Jdr.. 23, manager nff
Hill's: Susan, 1968 graduate of|
Travis High School; and Dean,

i, [

-

‘NEW DIRECTOR—Churles
M. Goodnight was recenfly
.nstalled as a director of the
‘Bank of Austin, A 23-year
-resident of Austin, Good-
-night is also owner of Hills
<Cafe, Goodnight Motel and
.& partner in the G & M
‘Catering Service. He is also
‘the director of the 1973
-United Fund.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 19 June 1968: 6.
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973),; Austin, Tex.. 31 Jan 1973: 47.
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SOUTH———rmren-

Lin tract, with more families in the South
tract,” Rube said. Austin

ALL OF THIS IS A drastie change. Until 1843,
only one bridge crossed the river inside the cily
. limits. Now there are seven,

* Until 1953, there was no high school in South
:;.Is:m. Until 1968, there was uEﬂ:r one. Nut- Eh:rn
etwa.

The south side didn’t even have a bank until
1857, There were no large affice buildings soulh
of the river less than 10 years ago.

SOUTH AUSTIN'S STEPCHILD  stalus,
though fading, was no aceident. 1L wasn't a mal-
terof prejudiee — il was geography.

The men wha picked Austin ta be capital of the
Republic of Texas knew the Colorado River was
subject 1o lerrific rampages.

Since Texas' population cenler was bo Lhe east,
Austin was developed on Lhe norih side of the riv-
er 50 hal a flood would not isalate the cily from

. the rest of the state.

THE DEVELOPMENT WHICH occurred on
the south side look place mainly on the roads out
of Austin — the trails to Fredericksburg and San
Antadnie,

The river normally could be forded just cost of
the present railroad bridge, between the Lomar
Boulevard and the South 151 Streel bridges.
There was a ferey, later 3 pontoon bridge and fi-
nally, in 1883, a rock bridge al Congross Avenue,

A few husinesses opened on Sowlh Cengress,
bl as late as the carly 1908, the pavement
didn*treach far past Liveoak Strecl.

ANDL UNTIL COMPLETION of the dams that
ereated the Highland Lakes, each spring hrought
the threat of isalation for what fittle there was of
South Austin,

Austin was almost 40 years old before the first
subdivision was developed south of the river.
Thal was the Swisher Addilion, opened by Jobn
Swisher in 1877, The cily limils — and cily taxa-
lion — ended al the river. The jobs were still
north,

THIRTEEN YEARS LATER, the area still
was nol officially partof Austin. A newspaper ad
which appeared Aug, 10, 1090, louls South Austin
as Lthe working man's part of lown:

“Greal Popular Sale of Leols an lhe South
Side,” the ad proclaims, “Homes for the labor-
ing men. No eily taxes! Homes for the voung cou-
ples! No city taxes!™

THAT DIDN'T LAST. In 1891, the “Village of
South Auslin®™ was incorporaled inlo Auslin.

The eity, though still split by an unpredictable
river, was joined. For whalever reason, Auslin
did not hecome a Shreveport-Bossier Cily, 56
Louis-East 51, Louis, or Minneapalis-S1. Pavl, all
separale cities divided only by a river.

Though part of the Iamiif' hadd been allorded
table privileges, South Austin still got the leflov-
ers, The gravy — utility extensions, new busi-
nesses, schools — went nerlh, Now homes fol-
lowed, with oue exceplion,

In 1912, o 230.acre addition was developed on

high, Mood-proofl ground aliove what is now Riv-
erside Drive.

THE TRAVIS HEIGHTS adidition hecame 2
silk stocking area. For o time, there were more
telephones — then considered more of a luxury

item than a necessily — in Travis Heighls than in o

any other parl of Auslin.

“Out of the Noise Zone: Inlo the Ozone™ was
the advertising slogan of its developers.

In 1932, Merle Goodnight had a serviee stalion
at the southeast corner of Hiverside and Con-

gress. After the 1936 Colorada River (flood
washed il awn;-,ﬁmdmghlinuked for the highest
land he could find south of the river. He chose a
four-acre tract off the San Anlonio highway in
what is now (he 4700 block of South Congress.

GOODNIGHT'S NEPHEW, CHHARLIE, came
o Auslin in 1037 and apened a gencral slore on
the site. In 1841, he opened an-eight-unit tourisi
courl with rooms availalle for $2.50 a nighl. -

After the war, Goodnight opened a hamburger
sland, which grew inlo a lan mark South Austin
enling place.

When land was still cheap south of the river, he
seraped up cash (o buy whal he could, I strug-

led 10 w for il on credil,™ he smiles, resling

ig hig body In a comfartable chair behind an
equally massive desk in his anlique-filled office
nl!j:ccnt to his Hill's Cafe, "MNow the fruil is
ahout ready Lo harvesl.”

ACTUALLY, IIE'S ALREADY brought in a
few crag. Only 10 years ago, Goodnight hunted
uail near the intersection of Qftor! pnd [0 35 on
o 1-acre Lracl of land he bought for $3,500 an
acre,

“wol ton lang agn,” he said, 1 sold (wo small
lols — abaul 38,000 souare feet — foe $115,000."
He awns about 2,000 acres cither in South Auslin,
or just south of the eity limits.

1 see nothing bul sunshine and warm summer
hreezes in the fulure for Soulh Austin,' he said,
I not, 'm a busted duck,”

THOUGH GOODNIGHT SAYS he has often

et e 7_,|

(Continued from PageB10 - ¢
city council in recent years. -

The late Ben White, the councilman for whom:
South Austin's largest east-west thoroughfare is' & °
named, was a council member for 16 years.- .

THE NEXT SOUTH AUSTINITE to be elected
to the ecouncil was Diek Nichols, who served two ¢
terms. Nichals, who has lived in Austin 25 years,
remembers (ke South Austin stigma.and, like
others, soes bright days ahead for the area.

“South Austin is geing to grow, and grow

council, he

heen aﬁpruachud o run for the eil
ivil Service

never has, though he was on Lhe
Commission for several years. ) n i

Only three South Austiniles have served an the  quickly,” he said. .
(See SOUTH, Page B11) Margret Hofmann is the enly South Austinite

Pr——————————— 1, ¢ present cily council.

MIKE COX Staff Writer. The Austin American - Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; Austin, Tex.. 19 Sep 1976: Bl.
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Tourist courts follow road of automobile

By MIKE cOX

American-Sialesman S1afl

Alta Woodard 1s 82 now, and some of
the detalls are hazy In her memory.

She thinks it was somewhere about
1933 or 1934, a year or so afler she and
her husband, J.5. Woodard, bulit one of
Austin's carliest tourlst courls jusi
north of the city limits at 4505 Gua-
dalupe St.

Someone cleaning one of the rooms at
thelr Petrifled Forest Lodge noticed the
writing on o wall calendar, “It sald
‘Bonnie and Clyde stayed here' or ‘Bon-
nie and Clyde slept here, I don't
ﬂ.-ll?e;nber which,"” Alta Woodard re-
called,

Courts—rrmner—2F

courl. In 192 the clty direclory
shows 43 tourist courls and onec
-molel."

By the mid-1950s, she sald, the
transition from tourlst courl lo
motel was complete.

* Many ol the old courts had Texas-
sounding names such as Caclus
Courts, Blue Bonnet Courls, Camp
Texas Tourlst Park, Travis Motor
Courts, Longhorn Motel, Geodnlght
Motel, Ranger Motel, Lamar Motel,

The Lamar Motel was at 5300
Lamar Blvd., across from Leslle's
Frled Chicken, 1ts 26 units, accord-
Ing to a 1Ml adverllsement, had
“Celling Fans — Steam Heat — Tile
Baths — Beavty Rest Maltresses —
P.0.X, Room Phones."

The ald molel, which Jater evolved
inlo a place with almost exclusively
n weekly or monthly rental trade,
now Is belng razed.

“1t was pretty run-down,” sald
Leroy Bednar, owner of the property
for nlne years, “*I'm tearing it down,
and I'm going to put In retail shops, "

The Lamar Melel used to be Just
ahout the last place o stay for mo-
lorlsts heading north. Up the Geor-
getown Noad a bit was Threadgill's
service statlon, where a tourlst
could slop for gas, & beer and Lhe
country  music  of  Kenneth
Threadglil. Next passible slop alter
thal would have been Coxville
Courls and Zoo.

“I had three coltages 1 bulll In
1939, sald A.W. Cox, 64. "I renled
the rooms for $1.50 a night, but by
the Uime [ closed them, they were up
1o $4.50."

 Cox hod a service slatlon and gro-
ecry, which he still operates, 25 well
85 2 50 cents-a-day (lghing hole and
“the zoo, which grew from the acquls-
tion of one monkey in 1939,

If the oullaw couple did stay ot the
Petrifled Forest Lodge, J.5. Woodard
didn't know who they were,

“A man and woman had Lo reglster as
man and wife," Alta Woodard sald. *'If
they didn't, they dldn't stay with us,"

Folks are still spending the night In
the old tourist court, the first motel built
in North Austin, the oldest stlll In opera-
tion, and Auslin's most luxurlous non-
hotel accommodation for years.

The Woodard's eventually sold the
Petrified Forest Lodge to Jean Drap-
pleman, who operated it until 1969, sald

her daughter, Mary Finger.,

“Mother kept It up, and my sister and
brother and I helped her," Finger sald.

But when the inlerstale opencd,
Cox's gas soles dropped [rom 21,000
gallons a menth to 3,000 gallons, and
the cottage trade plummeled. In
1969 he closed the zoo.

Rooms al Austin's still-aperating
tour|st courts go for more than $4.50
Lhese days, bul by comparison Lo the
roles al the newer motels, they are
bargaln places Lo slay — if nostalgia
and saving money mean more lo &
guest than appearances and air con-
ditioning.

Karen Marburger and Gary Roe
were staylng last week In a $65-a-
week room at Lhe Blug Bonnet
Courls al 4407 Guadalupe.

“We love it," Roe sald. “The
people are really friendly and kind,
I'll hale Lo leave."

He and Marburger are jolning the
Army under the “buddy system" In

“It was a family-run motel. Al during
the war, soldlers from Forl Hood and
Camp Switt stayed there.”

Now called the Timber Lodge Apart-
ment Motel and owned by Gary and
Nancy Caywood, it was one of o dozen or
mare tourist courts along Highway 2,
the route that until the mid-19508 was
the main highway through Austin,

liighway 2 -- made up of Lamar Bou-
levard, Guadalupe Sireel and Congress
Avenue — hecame U.S, 81, and more
matels opened as Austin grew. But
when Easl Avenue was lransformed
Into the expressway that Is now Inter-
state 35, buslness fell off, and the old
tourls! courls ook on a somewhal less
glamorous life.

which the Army guarantees they can
be together at the same posts.

But while the detalls were being
arranged by their recrulter, lhu?
spent thelr time In the "living room™
under the giant cotlonwoods sutside.

“When the sun goes down and the
breeze comes up, everybody sits oul
here ond drinks beer and talks,™
Marburger said,

Additional  entertalnment s
provided by “Crip,” a onelegged
grackle and three “welrd" squir-
rels, she sald.

Just up Guadalupe from where the
young couple sal under the trees Is
the place where J.5. Woodard took a
chance on something he pereelved
as o needed business 50 years ago.

Over the years, they've changed
cllentele, owners and nomes, hul most
of the old fourlst courts remain os
reminders of the ern when the aulome-
Bile revolutlonized traovel and tourlsm,
almost making downlown holels ex-
tinet.

Audray Bateman, direclor of the pub-
e Hbrary's Austin-Travis County Cal-
lection, sald the forerunner of the motel
was llrst known s & tourlst camp.

“Belore the 19208, people stayed In ho-
tels or boarding houses, In 1029 Ihere
were seven lourist camps here,” she
sald. "In 193233 there were 17. In 1037
there were 23 camps and one lourist

Sue Courts, BR

. ksl Pravin try Enanieey Farrar
The Lamar Motel al 5300 Lamar Blvd. [s being razed to put in retail shops. The mote! used to advertise thal it had
cailing fans, stoam hoat and lile balhs,

"My husband worked for the State
Department of Agriculture, and he
traveled all over the state,” Alla
Woodard sald. “He saw the need for
maotels,”

They sold thelr house In the Shipe
additlon and used the money and
thelr savings to start a new business
nls the natlon sank into the Depres-
slon, -

“We came lo Austin from Glen
Rose In North Texas, and he knew
where there was a lot of petrified
wood," she sald. “He thought the
wood would be allractive for tour-
isulit. 80 he bought enough ta build 10
units,

Room rent was §1.50 for a single,
$2.50 for a double. *'We dldn't sulfer,
but we didn't get rich, elther,” she
sald.

MIKE COX American-Statesman Staff. The Austin American - Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; Austin, Tex.. 14 July
1980: B1.
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Charles Merle Goodnight

@ funeralinnovations.com/obituaries/view/317224/2

Charles M. "Boomer” Goodnight, Jr Boomer was born in Galveston, Texas on October 7, 1944 to Charles Merle
Goodnight, Sr. and Claudia Whitter Goodnight. Boomer was a wise and intuitive person with strong family values and
devout dedication to those values. He was a trickster and prankster, and delighted in stirring up conversation and

’

o actions. Hunting was Boomer's love and he enjoyed sharing this passion with his sons. A perfect day would be for
Boomer, PawPaw G, Dean, Damon, Pruitt and B.W. to be in the field working the dogs. He was a dynamic water skier
B - up until 80's. Hill's Cafe was his love from 1957 to 1989. He would wish to remind all the staff at Hill's Cafe how

important they were to him and how their nurturing eased his struggle He served as a leader in the following
organizations; Austin Restaurant Association President, Austin Restaurateur of the Year, Chairman of United Funds
Victory Drive, Chairman of Taste of the Town, Travis County Sheriff's Posse, member of Sheriffs Posse Drill Team,
Travis County Sheriffs Posse Rodeo Committee for several years, President and member of Westgate Lanes Bowling
League, Board member of young South Austin Medical Center, numerous sponsorships to support youth. Boomer and
his wife Darlene shared 43 years of dedication and loyalty. Together they learned a great deal about the things that are
truly important. His pride and joy were his three sons: Damon and wife Tammi, Pruitt and wife Theresa, Boomer Wade
and wife Elaine. Then came the cherished grandchildren; Morgan, Kennedy, Cierra, and Chance. Boomer adored his
brother Dean Goodnight and wife Shawn & sister Susan Pond and husband Willard. He was an exceptional husband,
father, brother and friend. He cherished the tight family unit and they will strive to perpetuate his valor, dignity, and humor in life. Boomer will be missed and
adored through eternity. The family will receive friends from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Friday, March 12, 2010 at Harrell Funeral Home in Austin Funeral service will be
held at 3:00 p.m_, Saturday, March 13, 2010 at Harrell Funeral Home Chapel. Burial will follow at Forest Oaks Memorial Park Pallbearers are Dean Goodnight,
Damon Goodnight, Pruitt Goodnight, and BoomerW. Goodnight, Mike Goodnight, and Will Pond Honorary pallbearers and special friends are Alvin Pruitt, John
Boyd, Junior Smith David Smith, Willard Pond, Mickey Hodnett, Gary Rodgers, Don Laine, RobertLeffingwell, Ross Sterzing, Larry Wernli (deceased) and
Jimmy Mosley (deceased) The family wishes to thank the outstanding staff at South Austin Hospital Emergency and ICU. Special thanks to Fresenius Dialysis
Clinic staff and Doctor Alpar. Boomer had a long fight but these angels of medicine made the struggle more tolerable. Additional thanks to dedicated Doctor's
Steven Nail, Tom Tracey, Dr. Golf, and Dr. Jobe. These gentlemen truly care about healing. God bless them."There will never be another that could captivate
our hearts as well as this good man. " 4435 Frontier Trail Austin, TX 78745 (512) 443-1366

',

Charles Merle Goodnight Obituary, https.//funeralinnovations.com/obituaries/view/317224/2/, 2010

Famous cattle baron and Texas Ranger Charles Goodnight is credited as the inventor of the chuckwagon
— the first "restaurant” known to cowboys on the cattle drive. Austin's own Goodnight clan has a Charles in
every generation, and all are distantly related to the legendary ranger they refer to as "the Colonel." They
chose to invoke his legend and honor the family history of simple country cooking and fine char-grilled
steaks when they built a 20-seat coffee shop next to the Goodnight Motel (established 1941) on South
Congress, along with partner Sam "Posey" Hill (hence the name Hill's Cafe).The Goodnights bought out
Mr. Hill in 1957, but the name stayed. Hill's Cafe has seen floods and fires, but the Goodnights always

found a way to keep their steak-house tradition alive.

The family served the public for nearly 50 years before closing the restaurant in the late Eighties. They
maoved their real estate offices into the front of the building and wisely rented out the kitchen to a mobile
food vending and off-premise catering operation to keep city permits active. Local radio personality Bob
Cole approached them a few years ago with the intention of opening a barbecue restaurant in the historic
facility, but his subsequent on-the-street research revealed the public's strong desire for aspects of the
original Hill's to be reborn. Cole dropped his initial plan, and his willingness to preserve Hill's heritage
persuaded the Goodnights to make a deal with him. The cafe complex has grown to accommodate nearly
500 people, and live music is featured on a weekly basis. The classic Western scenes are augmented with
big-screen TVs, and legions of Longhorn fans gather to eat Hill's famous chow and enjoy a cold beer or
two while watching ball games. It hardly gets any more Texas than that — they're still doing the Colonel

proud.

Austinchronicle.com. “Austin Landmarks on the Menu,” 2015. https://www.austinchronicle.com/food/2008-09-12/austin-landmarks-
on-the-menu-hills-cafe/.
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No sooner had | recovered from the tasting menu marathon than | found myself in a long conversation with
radio personality and restaurateur Bob Cole. Readers had been emailing me about Cole all week, and we
finally got to chat on Friday. Earlier in the week, Cole told his early morning KOKE-FM listeners that he
had just used the last $18,000 of his savings to cover payroll at Hill's Cafe, and he had serious concerns
about the future of the iconic South Austin eatery (4700 S. Congress). The news was all over social media
by the end of the day, and Cole said he was gratified and humbled by the outpouring of public support,
which translated into some increased business at the restaurant. However, our conversation revealed
problems a few exira customers may not be able to solve. For those who aren't familiar with Hill's, the
business dates back to 1947, when a 20-seat coffee shop was built to serve the customers at the
Goodnight Motel. Over the years, the Goodnight family expanded the business, and by the time Cole
took over in 2001, it was an aging building with dining and kitchen facilities that could accommodate 500
people. That's an enormous amount of space to heat and cool; Cole says the utilities alone run about
$10,000 a month. And though the parking lot is often full, when you've got cooking and dining space for
500, and you're rarely feeding that many, it's tough to be profitable. Cole said Hill's had always been a
labor of love that didn't really make any money, but the economic downturn and changing tastes have had
it running in the red for too long now. Cole said he'd love to keep the place open and build up the special
event and catering parts of the business in order to maximize the potential. He also said he's in
conversation with a local restaurant group that has shown an interest in the property in the past. I'll admit, |
hadn't eaten at Hill's Cafe in years and really had no idea what to expect when | dropped by Saturday. I'm
pleased to report the food is perfectly respectable — not cutting-edge trendy, but well prepared, flavorful,
and reasonably priced. Find out more about that on our blog as well. And for all those folks who loudly
lament the loss of iconic, quintessentially Austin places, get on down to Hill's.

Austinchronicle.com. “Is it "Goodnight" for iconic Hill's Cafe?,” 2013. https://www.austinchronicle.com/food/2013-01-

18/food-o-file/.
Permits
cerEmE iy
0 M*rle Goodnight - .. "~ 4700 § Congress
667 Goodnight 3.9 ac
. - Fortview
aﬁﬁ::to -tpuzf;at‘ court & offilee
58229 10~1=5¢ , 70,000/

A Fitzgereld

Building permit for motel, 1954

‘ownEr Hi11l's Cafe ADDRESS 4700 S. Congress
pLAT 567 1or Merle Goodnight Tract RIX

suBpIvision Unplatted

occupaNcy  Storagejfreezer

OWNERS

BLD PERMIT # 99224  parg 3-19-65  gerpmare  $3,000.
contracTor _ J0e Gilbreth NO. OF FIXTURES S€€ plans
WATER TAP REC # X SEWER TAP REC # X

Concrete block addition to community building

Addition to Hill’s Café, 1965
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QR Charles Goodnight  ADDRESS 4700 S. Congress

BLar 567 Lot _Merle Goodnight Ty BLK
z

imDIVISIdn Unplatted

QCCUPANCY  Hills Cafe

. OWNERS
BLD PERMIT # 143999 DAIE 7-19-74 ESTIMATE 5Q.000.00_
CONTRACTOR B & M Bldes. NO, OF FIXTURES Soe Plans
W, i EWER TAP REC # _Fxist

L 1 Sty. Mas. Addn. to FXist. Comi. Bwdg. 2897.2Sd.Ft.
2897.25q.Ft. \eq/( Req.- 96 '

Vv B-7-75-14863A-semi private pool-FT3 pools of Augtin
$’3600.99 480 3q ft. water and sewer exist

Addition to motel and pool, 1974

OWNER _Betty Mavfield ADDRESS 4700 S. Congress
PLAT 567 LOT Merie Goodnight Tr. RI ¥
suBpIyISion  Unplatted
OCCUPANCY ?%%5 :
BLDG. PERMIT # __oate_2-24-78 PAITRY 935.00
CONTRACTOR _ Bill Malone Jr. NQ. QF FIXTURES
WATER TAP REC# SEWER TAP REC#
- Remodel interior of exisitng 2 stry wd frm rock ven
comm bldg.
Remodel permit, 1978

QWNER Hil1 Corp ADDRESS 4700 S. Congress
PLAT 567 LGT Merie Goodnight Tr. 3.9AGQy
SUBDIVISION Unplatted
{)ccupAﬁy Restaurant )
BLDG. PERMIT OWNERS

. IT #175940 DATE 9-11-78 ESTIMATE 14.500,00

CONTRACTOR ACS Bustin Const Seyr NO. OF FIXTURES

WATER TAP REC# SEWER_TAP REC#

Roof repair permit, 1978
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