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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

DECEMBER 13, 2023 
PR-2023-143639; GF-2023-149074 

 97 SAN SABA STREET  
PROPOSAL 

Relocate a ca. 1916 house outside the city limits to Uhland, Texas.  

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story house with board-and-batten siding, an enclosed corner porch, a pyramidal hipped roof, and exposed rafter tails. 

RESEARCH 

The house at 97 San Saba Street, located at the back of the commercial building at 2601 East Cesar Chavez Street, was 
constructed in 1916 at 2103 Holly Street. It was most likely built for Ancel McFarland and Edna Florence Dieterich, as the 
elder Dieterichs lived at 2105 Holly.  

Ancel Dieterich worked as a petroleum company employee until he opened his own service station at 2601 East First—now 
East Cesar Chavez Street—in 1930. In 1935, the Dieterichs moved their house a few blocks from 2103 Holly to 97 San 
Saba Street, behind their new business. Over time, the business changed from a mechanic and gas station to a neighborhood 
grocery, with Ancel Dieterich running the automotive shop and Edna Dieterich running the grocer. They raised their children 
there, who also helped to run the grocery.  

The Dieterichs constructed multiple additions and alterations to their property, including a concrete-block storefront and a 
carport linking the house to the shop, over the course of their 35-year occupation. After Ancel Dieterich died in 1975, Edna 
Dieterich remarried, but she retained ownership of the property until around 1993. 

PROPERTY EVALUATION 

The 2016 East Austin historic resource survey lists the property as contributing to potential local and National Register 
historic districts. 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain moderate to low integrity. Windows have been replaced and fenestration altered at 

secondary elevations, and the corner porch has been enclosed. The historic-age carport linking the house to the shop 
has been removed.  

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and 
determined that it may meet two criteria: 

a. Architecture. The 2016 survey indicates that the building displays National Folk and Craftsman stylistic 
influences.  

b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations on its own; 
however, the Commission may wish to consider its integral connection to the front building, as the Dieterich 
family moved their 1916 home from 2103 Holly St. to be next to their newly constructed business in the 1930s.  

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human 
history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its ability to possess unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the 
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, 
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Strongly encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, as the house helps to tell the story of the East Cesar Chavez 
commercial building, but release the relocation permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 
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Relocation permit application, 2023 
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Google Street View, 2014-2016, showing attached store building 

Occupancy History 
City Directory Research, November 2023 

1959 Ancel N. Dietrick, owner 

1955 Ancel N. and Edna Dieterich, owners – Dieterich Food Store, 2601 E. 1st St. (front bldg.) 

1952 Ancel N. and Edna Dietrich, owners – Dietrich Grocery and Market, 2601 E. 1st 
Acey and Dora Henshaw, renters – US Navy 

1949 Ancel N. and Edna Dietrich, owners – Dietrich Grocery and Market, 2601 E. 1st 

1944 Ancel N. and Edna Dietrich, owners – garage, 2601 E. 1st and grocery, 2601 E. 1st 
Florence Dietrich, renter – assistant cashier, Driskill Coffee Shop  

1941 Ancel N. and Edna Dieterich, owners – garage, 2601 E. 1st and grocery, 2601 E. 1st 
Florence Dieterich, renter – waiter, Driskill Hotel (listed at 2600 E. 1st) 
Mildred E. Dieterich, renter – elevator operator 

1939 Vacant  

1935 Address not listed. A. M. Dieterich Auto Repair listed at 2601 E. 1st.  
Current house moved from 2103 Holly St. by A. M. Dieterich in 1935 per permits.  

1932 2103 Holly St.: Ancil McFarland and Edna Florence Dietrich, owners – auto repair, 2601 E 1st.  

1929 2103 Holly St.: Ancel M. and Edna F. Dietrich, owners – auto repair, 1310 E. 6th St.  

1927 2103 Holly St.: Ancel M. and Edna Dietrich, owners – garage, 1310 E. 6th St. 

1924 2103 Holly St.: Ancel M. and Edna Dietrich, owners – employee, Magnolia Petroleum Co. 

1920 2103 Holly St: Ancel M. and Edna Dieterich, owners – salesman, Magnolia Petroleum Co. 
Note: Albert and Addie Dietrich, parents of Ancel Dieterich, located at 2105 Holly St. 

1918 2103 Holly St: Ancel M. and Edna F. Dieterich, owners – driver 

1916 Address not listed. Ancel M. Dietrich boarding with Albert B. Dietrich, 2105 Holly St. 
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Historical Information 

          
1962 Sanborn Map 

1940 aerial photograph 

                          
1935 Sanborn map showing 2601 E. 1st (now E. Cesar Chavez) and 2103 Holly St. 

 
1922 Sanborn map 
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The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 13 Mar 1926: 10 

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 02 June 1926: 1.   

      
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 27 Apr 1928: 8. 

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 28 Mar 1930: 11. 
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The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 04 Aug 1935: 1.   

  
The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 04 Nov 1951: A14. 
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The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 23 May 1954: B4.   

  
The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 20 Sep 1953: E34. 
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The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 25 Mar 1962: B11. 

Medallion Buildings Featured at Library. MRS. JAMES P HART.  The Austin American (1914-1973); 29 Sep 1963: D13. 
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LOIS HALE GALVIN Staff Writer.  The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 12 Dec 1967: 16. 

 
The Austin American - Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; Austin, Tex.. 26 Dec 1975: 36. 
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Austin American-Statesman via https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43334525/edna-florence-dieterich_tidwell 

 
Austin American-Statesman via https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/144727526/florence-joch  

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43334525/edna-florence-dieterich_tidwell
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/144727526/florence-joch
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Permits 
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