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January 9, 2023 
 
Watershed Protection Department 
505 Barton Springs Road 
Austin, Texas 78704 
 
Sent via email to Andrew.Clamann@austintexas.gov  
 
Attention: Mr. Andrew Clamann 
 
Reference: Addendum – Environmental Resources Inventory Waiver 

Rehabilitation for Old Lampasas #3 Dam on Tributary to Bull Creek  
Austin, Texas  
Baer Engineering Document No. 112009-8b.020 

 
Dear Mr. Clamann: 
 
Baer Engineering and Environmental Consulting, Inc. is assisting Freese and Nichols, Inc. (FNI) with 
the Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI) Waiver process for the above-referenced City of Austin 
(COA) project. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We previously prepared an ERI Waiver Request in June 2019, which was accepted during COA review 
of the project. 
 
The Old Lampasas #3 Dam (Dam) is located approximately 0.25 miles west of the intersection of Old 
Lampasas Trail and Spicewood Springs Road. The Dam is situated on Tributary 4A to Bull Creek. 
Several critical environmental features (CEFs), the 100-year floodplain of Bull Creek, a critical water 
quality zone (CWQZ), and a water quality transition zone (WQTZ) have been identified in the area. 
These features are previously discussed in the ERI Waiver Request. 
 
UPDATED PROJECT AREA 
An additional area has been added to the project to be used for temporary construction staging. This 
area is on the property of Grace Church of the Nazarene (known as Central City Austin) at  
9023 Old Lampasas Trail, Austin, TX 78750 (Figure 1). It is located south of, and on the opposite side 
of, Old Lampasas Trail from the Dam. 
 
The new staging area avoids the CWQZ of Tributary 4A, the 100-year floodplain of Bull Creek, and the 
identified CEFs. The area is almost entirely within the WQTZ of Tributary 4A and overlaps with the 
150-foot buffer areas around wetland W-1 (brg_ID 206533) and seep S-2 (brg_ID 203532). 
 
The staging area will be temporarily disturbed by construction activity. Existing trees will be avoided 
and protected. No excavation or other significant ground disturbance will take place. Disturbances 
will be limited to those associated vehicle traffic and material storage. Tributary 4A will be protected 
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Baer Engineering and Environmental Consulting, Inc. 
Sustainability through Responsible Engineering of the Built Environment™ 

from runoff using previously-described erosion and sedimentation controls and will be revegetated 
with native seeding in accordance with COA Standard Specifications 604S.  

We request this information to be included and reviewed with the ERI Waiver for the project. 

If you have questions about this addendum, please email me at cwarkoczewski@baereng.com or call 
me at our office at 512.453.3733. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Baer Engineering and Environmental Consulting, Inc. 

Christen Warkoczewski, Wildlife Biologist 

Attachments:  Figure 1 – Church Site TCE 

Comments: 

ERM Reviewer (Print Name) 
All CEFs on/adjacent to additional staging 
area known. Restoration/mitigation will be 
required in accompanying site plan review. Eric Brown            2/17/2023

The ERI waiver addendum requested for the above referenced project has been:n:

 Denied                  Approved
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March 14, 2019

Watershed Protection Department
505 Barton Springs Road
Austin, Texas 78704

Sent via email to Andrew.Clamann@austintexas.gov

Attention: Mr. Andrew Clamann

Reference: Environmental Resources Inventory Waiver Request
Rehabilitation for Old Lampasas #3 Dam on Tributary to Bull Creek
Austin, Texas
Baer Engineering Document No. 112009-8b.021

Dear Mr. Clamann:

Baer Engineering and Environmental Consulting, Inc. is assisting Freese and Nichols, Inc. (FNI)
with the Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI) waiver process for the above-referenced City
of Austin (COA) project. The Old Lampasas #3 Dam (Site) will be rehabilitated to meet COA and
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) dam safety regulations and improve water
quality. The Dam is located approximately 0.25 miles west of the intersection of Old Lampasas
Trail and Spicewood Springs Road. The Dam is situated on a tributary to Bull Creek outside the
COA-defined Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone but within the 1,500-foot verification zone.

Existing Dam Conditions and Proposed Improvements
The Dam was built in the early-1980s using construction spoils from the neighborhood
development, including boulders and fill material. Trees now cover the dam and there are large
voids where the soil has eroded between the fill and boulders. The Dam has been damaged by
past floods and is a safety hazard.

Baer Engineering conducted field surveys for this site on July 15, 2011, and October 26, 2018.
Conditions at the site (as of the most recent field survey) are as follows:

 The unnamed tributary to Bull Creek was flowing both upstream and downstream of the
Dam, forming an approximately 12-foot wide pool upstream of the Dam. The upstream
creekbed comprised alluvial soil transitioning to cobble and sand closer to the Dam.
Bedrock was exposed downstream of the Dam.

 The Dam was heavily vegetated in areas where soil was retained but much of the Dam
slope was exposed limestone boulders with obvious voids.

 The concrete inlet headwall is distantly separated from the Dam and the principal
spillway CMP culvert appeared completely collapsed;

 Water was flowing through the Dam structure in several areas, comprising the majority
of downstream flow;

 Five Critical Environmental Features (CEF) were observed within 150 feet of the
proposed Limits of Construction – one spring, one seep, two rimrocks, and one wetland.
The CEFs are outside the proposed Limits of Construction and no direct impacts to the
CEFs are being planned. The CEFs are show on Figure 4.
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Baer Engineering and Environmental Consulting, Inc.

Freese and Nichols is designing a plan for Dam Rehabilitation. The proposed work includes but
may not be limited to:

 Regrading of Dam slopes to three-to-one earthen slope;
 Replacement of 60-inch corrugated metal spillway pipe with 42-inch reinforced concrete

pipe;
 Replacement of existing intake headwall with detention riser pipe and low flow port;
 Removal of woody vegetation on the Dam; and
 Maintaining the geometry of the plunge pool at the culvert outfall and armoring it with

boulders.

As per the 60% Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan and the Tree Protection Plan, tree
protection, mulch socks, and severe service rock berms will be installed during construction to
minimize erosion and sedimentation. The Care of Water Plan shows that a cofferdam will be
installed to route storm events up to a 2-year storm around the site to reduce the potential for
construction spoils downstream. The Revegetation Plan shows that, at the completion of the
project, the site will be restored with native seeding per COA Standard Specifications 604S
Table 4 and sodding with buffalo grass and blue grama on the dam embankment.

Previous Coordination with COA Watershed Protection
In 2011, you and Sylvia Pope conducted a field visit to the Dam site. After your site visit, you
suggested that a “waiver to the requirement for an Environmental Assessment can be provided
as per LDC 25-8-121 and ECM 1.3.0(A)(7).” A printed copy of that correspondence is attached.

Justifications for Supporting the ERI Waiver Request
An ERI Waiver Request Form and figures are included as an attachment to this letter. We
believe that the project qualifies for an ERI waiver based on the following:

 The Site has no significant undisturbed natural areas;
 The project is not expected to directly impact the observed CEFs;
 Tree Protection and Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plans will be implemented; and
 Previous assessment in 2011 by you and Sylvia Pope concluded that the requirement

for an ERI (previously referred to as an Environmental Assessment [EA]) could be
waived.

If you have questions about this request or require additional information, please call me at
512.453.3733.

Respectfully submitted,
Baer Engineering and Environmental Consulting, Inc.

Jennifer Lueckemeyer, CPESC
Senior Project Manager

Attachment: ERI Waiver Form and Maps
COA Correspondence – EA Waiver
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Figure 1
Site Location
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Rehabilitation for Dam on 

Tributary to Bull CreekBaer Project No. 112009.02
Date: March 14, 2019
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1996 Historic 

Aerial Photograph
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Figure 3
Current Aerial Photograph
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