
City of Austin

Recommendation for Action

File #: 24-3918, Agenda Item #: 17. 2/15/2024���

Posting Language
Approve an ordinance amending the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Austin Police Department Operating Budget
Special Revenue Fund (Ordinance No. 20230816-008) to add six full-time equivalent grant funded positions for
the Austin Police Department Victim Crisis Intervention Project.

Lead Department
Austin Police Department.

Fiscal Note
Funding for this grant position is available in the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Austin Police Department Special
Revenue Fund Operating Budget from the State of Texas, Office of the Governor, Criminal Justice Division
through the Victims of Crime Act Formula Grant Program. A fiscal note is attached.

Prior Council Action:
August 16, 2023 - Council conducted a public hearing and approved Ordinance No. 20230816-008 adopting
the City of Austin Budget for Fiscal Year 2023-2024, beginning on October 1, 2023, and ending on September
30, 2024 which included the Victims of Crime Act grant funds.

September 21, 2023 - Council approved Resolution No. 20230912-095 authorizing the application for, and
acceptance of, grant funding from the State of Texas, Office of the Governor, Criminal Justice Division for the
Austin Police Department Victim Crisis Intervention Project on consent without objection.

For More Information:
Jeff Greenwalt, Chief of Staff, Austin Police Department, (512) 974-5030.

Additional Backup Information:
The City Manager’s Office reviewed this grant for alignment as directed by Resolution No. 20200611-096 and
recommends approval.

This action will authorize the addition of six grant funded positions to support the implementation of the Austin
Police Department Victim Crisis Intervention Project. Converting these temporary grant positions to full-time
grant positions will enhance the opportunity for the City to hire and retain personnel for the duration of the
project, which is currently funded through September 30, 2024.

The goal of this project is to assist violent crime victims, survivors and their families recover more quickly and
completely from the effects of victimization. Counselor project objectives are to provide assistance to victims of
crime and to ensure proper case coordination, interagency communication, and follow up. Assistance to
victims of crime includes crisis intervention, counseling, personal advocacy, information and referrals.
Navigator project objectives are to help victims/survivors traverse the criminal justice system by coordinating
with investigators and prosecutors, completing crime victim compensation applications and advocating with the
Texas Attorney General’s Office, providing crisis intervention, and assisting clients with basic needs and with
plans to track their progress toward healing.
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The General Fund will not be required to contribute to the funding of these positions. When the grant funds
expire, the department’s need for the positions will be evaluated and the positions may be eliminated.
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