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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS
FEBRUARY 7,2024
HR-2024-005087
SIXTH STREET NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
513 EAST SIXTH STREET

PROPOSAL

Rehabilitate a ca. 1870 blacksmith shop. Replace windows and doors.
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

1) Repair and repaint the existing brick facade.
2) Keep the existing openings and replace the windows and doors, removing the outer non-historic gate and recessing
windows in line with the new front door.

ARCHITECTURE

513 East 6! Street is a single-story brick structure. The front elevation consists of three arched windows, which have been
altered throughout the years. The original brick cornice detailing is simple and understated but remains intact. However, the
brickwork has been painted.

RESEARCH

The building at 513 East 6™ Street was constructed around 1870 as a blacksmith shop. Its earliest occupant, African
American blacksmith George W. Harrison, conducted business there for around twenty years; his next-door neighbor and
business partner, William Risher, is honored with the landmarked building at 511 East Sixth. After 1892, the building
changed hands and became several dry goods stores, grocers, saloons, and eventually an A&P in the 1920s. By the 1940s,
it became an independent grocer again under Paul Smothers, with the Sussdorf Brothers’ restaurant and fishmonger in the
rear portion of the building.

DESIGN STANDARDS

The design standards established by Ordinance No. 20230720-160 (July 2023) and based on the Citywide Historic Design
Standards for properties in the 500 and 600 blocks of East Sixth Street apply. The proposed project was evaluated based on
the following applicable standards:

Rehabilitate and adaptively reuse contributing buildings, including at least the first 15 feet of historic facades.

The proposed alterations include retention of most of the building’s historic-age facade and do not appear to preclude
potential future designation. Though the recessed windows somewhat change the building’s profile, they do not substantially
alter the existing arched openings.

Summary
The project meets the applicable standards.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The building contributes to the Sixth Street National Register Historic District. The 2022 Sixth Street Snapshot resurvey
lists the property as contributing to the Sixth Street National Register Historic District.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark
1) The building is more than 50 years old.
2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity. Some incompatible alterations have been removed.
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of an early vernacular blacksmith shop.
b. Historical association. The property is associated with blacksmith George W. Harrison.
¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.


https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=413053
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d. Community value. The property appears to be associated with early Black businesspeople and craftsmen in
Austin.

e. Landscape feature. The property was not evaluated for its ability to convey a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

COMMITTEE FEEDBACK

None.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Comment on plans.
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Historic review application, 2022

1975, Texas Historical Commission via UNT Portal to Texas History

Occupancy History
City Directory Research, January 2024

1959 Smothers Food Store




1955
1952
1949

1944

1941

1939

1935
1932
1929
1927
1924
1920
1918
1916
1912
1909
1906
1903
1891
1889
1887
1872

Smothers Food Store, grocers
Smothers Food Store, grocers

Smothers Food Store, grocers
513 Y: vacant

Smothers Food Store, grocers
513 Y%: A.W. Sussdorf, fish

Smothers Food Store, grocers
513 %: Oscar Sussdorf, restaurant

Vacant
513 Y5: Oscar Sussdorf, restaurant

Great A&P Tea Company No. 105
The Great A&P Tea Company
The Great A&P Tea Company
Tom Louis, grocer

John Mecey, confectioner

H. B. Hill, soft drinks

A.H. Schneider, saloon

Adolph H. Schneider, saloon
Khalil Shaplay, dry goods
Mecey Brothers, dry goods
George T. Simpson Grocery Co.
W. C. Duncan, feed and grain
G. W. Harrison, blacksmith (c)
G. W. Harrison, blacksmith (c)
G. W. Harrison, blacksmith (c)

George W. Harrison listed as a blacksmith with William E. Risher on Pecan Street near East Avenue

Historical Information

17-5



oQrIrCcL /

| ¢ PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETO. -

. The following petitions ‘were intro- |3

duced: .

- By Alderman Glass: A potition of |

cltizens . requesting :the' counecil to
place an are light over the middle of
‘the cruesing "of Congreas avenae and
Firet'atreet, - - .07 e
- It waz moved t_hn_t:tl:ie.-&patitiou be
referred 1o 'Lhe water an

‘mittee,. .- oTE Fila

'Aidarman'(}lﬁ.aé_ moved I':llialt'th;'; 5|

tition be granted; and that the city
clerk be authorized to enter into a
contract  with ' the Austin Water,

Light and Power company for:the |

placing of the light. g .
The tormer motion was adopted by
a rising vote of 7 to 6. SRR T
~By ‘Alderman Platt: A potition
from I{uhn & Martin requesting. per-
misslon to place s canvass Bign woross
the street from the top of ‘house No.
613 East Bixth sireet to the top of
house oppoaite. . :

It was raferra{_l to-._thé _str@ét com- |-

light'vom- |’

mittee, -
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1885 Sanborn map

IN COLORED SOQCIETY.
Suntribmited, .
The tifth aupiversary of the wedding

of  DProfessor  and  Mres,  Blucksheay
wooden  wedding) was celebratal  on
Priday last at their lome, 1210 Ngelinn
steeet, aml it war pronoitiieid p o very en-
joyuble affair.  The new house of thae
relebrants was tastefully decorated nnd
the plan amd tinish of the honse were
fuvorahly comuiented upon.  The guests
arrived carly amd spent o bappy o in
admiring the tasteful gifts, in conversa.
tion and in listening o seleetions of
voeal sl instenmental music, forauished
by Mrx, Tom White, Miss Nettle Seatt,
Professor 1 B, Fry aml others, After
refreshments and — more  conversution,
congeatnlations to the host and hostess
were in omder, and the happy cuests des
parted, lenvine  the  delighted | eouple
cheersd amd inspired to enter with  re
newsd hope nnd zeal npon the sixth year
of the duties of welided life,  The lisy
of gifts comprised the followine:
Plnsh-hottomed rocker, by Mrx,
Lashwil, Miss Nettie Seatt, Miss I €,
Hamilton, Mr, C. N, White, Mr. Jones,
Mr. Maxwell: willow cornucopine,  Mr,
awd Mrs bW, Madison: pictire  easael,
P'rofessor H, I3, Fry: musiec rack, Mrs,
Hancoek, Miss Lee sunl Miss Evans: enrnd
trasket, Miss L, J. Higgins: comb, brush
aied pan, Miss % AL Glen: ewdar bucker,
Mr. and Mrs, Ueard: cedar bucket, Mr,
and Mrs, Robert Jones; combined hal]
mirror and raek, Mro and Mes Givens
and Mrs. Bradiey; knife-box, Mr. and
Mrs, Wilson:; bntter mgld, Miss C, A,
Lowis: potate slicer, Miss C. A, Luewis;
snlt ease, Mres, M. E. Allen; =alt ease,
Mr, amd M, Burton: teay nml spoon,
Mr. aned Mrs, Ed Carrington: breml
board and tootle-picks, Miss Mary Me-
Reynolds: oak eentre table, Mes J0 B,
Lambkins and Miss 1%, L. Collins; knife-
hax, Mr. and Mrs, Wanl;  vak  centre
ble, Mr, awd Mres, tieorge Harrison;
half dozen Japanese wmars, Mroamd Mrs,
Clement: oil paintiug, Mr, and Mrs, W,

Austin Daily Statesman (1891-1902); Austin, Tex.. 07 Sep 1892: 3.
Austin Daily Statesman (1891-1902); Austin, Tex.. 20 Apr 1896. 8.

o

D RIVER
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https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/Austin+Daily+Statesman+$281891-1902$29/$N/$N/2030571/PagePdf/1621180026/fulltextPDF/651BA456097D41D1PQ/1?accountid=7451
https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/Austin+Daily+Statesman+$281891-1902$29/$N/$N/2030571/PagePdf/1623309488/fulltextPDF/386E06B3B329494BPQ/16?accountid=7451

+¥+++++++++++++

+ T \\nnt :m rrlauds nml the pub -l-
4 lle to kuow that I am  in the 4
+ feed  business' at’ 513" R2ast Sixth +
+ street, new phone 704, and- that +
+ 1 am & eandidate. ror eity . mnr- +
=+ shal at tho comlng city. election 4
+ in Amll 1903. i A J. 'I‘HORI’ +

o+
++++++++++++++

Austin Daily Statesman (1891-1 902) Austin, Tex.. 13 July 1902: 11.

POLICE HUNTING
 STOLEN PEESWAX

THEFT OF A LARGE QUANTITY
FROM MERGHANT ON 8IXTH
STREET HAS BEEN REPORTED
. TO THE DEPARTMENT.

e

CITIZENS GOMPLAINING
OF NUISANGES AT NIGHT

B

Emptying of QGarbage  Along  the
Spoedway and Throwmg of Stones
" Cause Annoyance—Escaped ' Prison-
er Caught and Put to Work.

R —

The (heft of a large quantity of
beeswax from the store of a Jewlsh
merchant at 613 Ilust Slxth street has
been réported to the police department,
and Is now belng Investiguted.

Thirty~nine large cakes of the wax
were gtolen by the thleves, who galned
en entrance to the store In some mys-
terfous way, One of the cakes had
been broken up and placed in o flour
sack

No other artlcles, hawever, Iwere re-
ported misaing, and the money drawer
had not been rifled, which lends to the
impression that the wax was stolen by
partles desiring to use it rather than
| dispose of it

A short time ago a similar robbery
eccurred Iln a store on Congress av-
enue, which was entered by cutting
through a screen door from an adjoin~
ing room, At that time a large quun-
tity of hams and bacon was taken
Iby the thieves,

———

The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); Austin, Tex.. 08 Jan 1904: 3

——— :
SALOON LICENSES GRANTED.

Additiennl
have recolved
wonk by Couply Judige Willlum

mnjoon  llcennes
fuvorable

aotinn

which

this
vun

Rosenborg Jr, nre the following: Ilenry

*edrl,
H, M.

200 Wast Sixth Btreot, liguor;
CGiault, Cocklnbur, Hquors J. .

Stark, 1108 East Lleventh Btreot, malt;
Juo Rovanalll, 1121 Eaul Fourth Strent,

Hquor; 1
Bireetl, Hquor;
gresa Avonue, llquor; ‘F.
Dirazon Bircet, malt;
Congrens,

110

D, Durntti, 10056 ast
Namon P'ratt,

Hguor; C,

1007 IBust Bixth Strect, llgquor;
Moyer, 710 Congreys, llquor; M, Domi-

hico, 309 Loast FifLh,
beriey,

nualt:

mualt: J, Ta

Bixth

50 Con-
Inocente, 60O
D, W, Hehmite,
Michellno,
154 A,

Wini-

1303 South Congress Avenuo,

A, 11, Behnolder, 613 Enst
Hireel,

Haquor; Ben Piper, 200

IRr{.‘HH Avoenug, lguar,

Hixth
Con-

The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); Austin, Tex.. 26 June 1915: 5.
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https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/Austin+Daily+Statesman+$281891-1902$29/$N/$N/2030571/PagePdf/1612890612/fulltextPDF/651BA456097D41D1PQ/4?accountid=7451
https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Austin+Statesman+$281902-1915$29/$N/$N/2030570/PagePdf/1612741993/fulltextPDF/651BA456097D41D1PQ/5?accountid=7451
https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Austin+Statesman+$281902-1915$29/$N/$N/2030570/PagePdf/1617235116/fulltextPDF/EE21369EDFAE40FCPQ/12?accountid=7451

Bevo Beats
~ Big Blaze

A unlque way of putting out a fire
ts related In Night Clerk Tannehill's

_ veport of last night., The report fol-
lows: "Officers Cloud and Browne
discovered o fire at 513 East Sixth
Btreet in o Bevo Joint. Officer Browne
turnéd in th ealarm while Offlcer Cloud
hroke {n the door, and, having handled
many schooners und knowing well the
value of the big glnss with o past repu-
. tatlon, scized one and badly nttacked
‘tha fire. - By the time the tiremen ar-
&vm‘h Ot.ﬂcer Cloud hagd extinguished

g flre”

-

. .
i e

ERMITS,

cITY

Edward Peterson, 1151 San Barnard
Street, food products,
“Mrs M., AL Hethecoat. food nroducts,
D. A, Goodstein, food products,
Mrs, Kittie Pollard, 513 Idast Sixth
Street, food products.

el —iriline.

The Statesman (1916-1921); Austin, Tex.. 01 June 1918: 4.
The Statesman (1916-1921); Austin, Tex.. 18 July 1919: 6.

si00,
8. Ferrls. 513 East Elxth street,
repairs to store, $200, -

Stephen Thomas, 1500 East Sixth
etreet. repairs ta residence. $25.

TWO OTHERS T
BE OPENED
SATURDAY

Atlantic and Pacific
to Expand Rapidly
in Austin.

Sstoblishment and operation of
10 to 12 slores In Austin, opening as,
fust as locationy can be secured, Is
planned by the Great Atlantie and
Pucttie Ten company, In 1028, 1t waw
announced Friday merning by W, A&,
Terry, superintendent of the Hous.
ton division, who i{s hero In  cone
nectinn with the npening  of two
new stures Saturdey,

The f{irst store of this chain or-
ganization was opened June 1, 1227
at 4103 Quadalupe street and s |
grent wis the guceess of this store
that Mp, Terry made arrangements '
for the opening Saturdsy of tweo
new stores nt 513 Bast Slxth street
and 3508 Speedway, A fourth =tare
will be opened nfter Jan, 1 on Weat

Kixth streey opposite the postoffice, |
* »* . |

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 05 July 1927: 10.
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 16 Dec 1927: 1.
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https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Statesman+$281916-1921$29/$N/$N/2030565/PagePdf/1619611006/fulltextPDF/EE21369EDFAE40FCPQ/13?accountid=7451
https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Statesman+$281916-1921$29/$N/$N/2030565/PagePdf/1617131013/fulltextPDF/EE21369EDFAE40FCPQ/14?accountid=7451
https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Austin+Statesman+$281921-1973$29/$N/$N/2030564/PagePdf/1616608410/fulltextPDF/EE21369EDFAE40FCPQ/17?accountid=7451
https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Austin+Statesman+$281921-1973$29/$N/$N/2030564/PagePdf/1616646286/fulltextPDF/EE21369EDFAE40FCPQ/18?accountid=7451

Permits

C e e -

TAYLOR STORE HEAD'
~ LEADS IN TEXAS GRAIN

T ‘Albert Jnhnson. managnr of the

A.&Ps stors at 403 , North.' Main

,;_".f"%_-atrcet 'faylor, was awarded a 17-
i Jewel IHinols ~watch Sunday  for
. showing the greatest

increase in
business owiong 100 Texas stores,

__’}.-Asat. Supt. A, E, Davls aqnounced

- " Tere Monday.

C manager was second, and O, G,

- XKurlo, manager - of tho Austin

- store at 513 Iast Sixth street, re=-

.. eoalved honorabls menuon in third
.nlace.

A Houston store

_— - .

What's Ham
Without Eqgs?

Two juveniles were in the hands
of police Thursday only because
they insisted on ham and eggs, in-
stead of being satisfied with -just
ham.

The two boys snatched an eight.-
pound cured ham from a truck
belonging to Paul C, Smothers, and
made a successful getaway.

They built a fire near the creek
in the rear of Palm »chool and the
ham started heating. It smelled so
good the two boys decided to go
get some eggs to go with it

Of all the stores in town they
selected for the snatch, they picked
Smothers’ Grocery at 513 East
Sixth, operated by the same man
from whom they had stolen the
ham.

They only had time to stuff a
couple of eggs in their trousers
pockets before police arrived.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 09 Apr 1928: 2.
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 14 Apr 1949: 10.

&, Ferris
9 60
Original City

513 E. 6th St.

pt. of 7

Masonry add'n. to commerciel bldg.

25471 3-6-44 5400.00
Chas. Hanson
SANITARY SEWER SERVICE PERMIT No. 1932

Austin, Texas

Received of

Date 1/1/1914

Address - 513 E, 6th.

Amount

Builder or Owner

Plumber

Lot W, 23' of 6 Block 60

Subdivision _orig city

Plat No. 9
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https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Austin+Statesman+$281921-1973$29/$N/$N/2030564/PagePdf/1611293359/fulltextPDF/EE21369EDFAE40FCPQ/19?accountid=7451
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