
 

 
Posting Language 
..Title 
Conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance amending City Code Chapter 25-9 (Water and 
Wastewater) relating to clarifying requirements for water conservation in the implementation of the Water 
Forward Plan, including distances for the Reclaimed Water Connection requirement, clarifying definitions, 
and modifying variances including adding certain affordable housing exemptions for Reclaimed Water 
Connections and Onsite Water Reuse requirements. Related to Items #XX 
 
..De 

Lead Department 
Austin Water. 
 
Fiscal Note 
This item has no fiscal impact. 
 
Prior Council Action: 
November 29, 2018 - City Council approved the Water Forward Plan on a 10-0 vote. 
 
December 11, 2019 – City Council voted to approve the Land Development Code Revision directing Austin 
Water to establish a regulatory program and an incentive program for Onsite Water Reuse Systems on first 
reading, on a 7-4 vote.  
 
February 13, 2020 – City Council voted to approve the Land Development Code Revision directing Austin 
Water to establish a regulatory program and an incentive program for Onsite Water Reuse Systems on second 
reading, on a 7-4 vote.  
 
December 10, 2020 - City Council approved an ordinance establishing City Code Chapter 15-13 relating to 
treatment, monitoring and reporting regulations for Onsite Water Reuse Systems, on a 10-0 vote. 
 
April 22, 2021 – City Council voted to approve an initial Pilot Incentive Program for Onsite Water Reuse 
Systems for the voluntary installation of alternative Onsite Water Reuse Systems, on a 10-1 vote. 
 
May 20, 2021 – City Council adopted a resolution directing staff to prepare an ordinance amending City Code 
Chapter 25-9 (Water and Wastewater) establishing water benchmarking, expanding Reclaimed Water 
Connection requirements, and adding Onsite Water Reuse requirements, on an 11-0 vote. 
 
June 10, 2021 – City Council adopted an ordinance waiving Planning Commission review of Land 
Development Code amendments in order to expedite implementation of water conservation strategies in the 
Water Forward Plan, on a 11-0 vote. 
 
September 30, 2021 – City Council adopted an ordinance amending City Code Chapter 25-9 (Water and 
Wastewater) relating to establishing new requirements for water conservation in the implementation of the 
Water Forward Plan, including expansion of the Reclaimed Water Connection requirement, water 
benchmarking, and mandatory Onsite Water Reuse for certain new developments and requiring an 
affordability report, on a 10-1 vote. 
 
November 9, 2023 – City Council adopted an ordinance waiving Planning Commission review of a Land 
Development Code amendment extending a variance of the Reclaimed Water Connection requirements for 
large development projects with a multifamily component, on a 7-1 vote. 
 
November 9, 2023 – City Council adopted an ordinance to amend Ordinance #20210930-117 to defer the 
effective date for Onsite Water Reuse requirements for large development projects, on a 7-1 vote. 



 

 
November 30, 2023 – City Council adopted an ordinance amending Section 25-9-411 of City Code relating to 
Reclaimed Water Connection requirements to extend the variance for Reclaimed Water Connection 
requirements for large development projects with a multifamily component, on a 10-0 vote. 
 
For More Information: 
Inquiries should be directed to Blanca Madriz, Austin Water Program Coordinator at 512-972-0115 or 
blanca.madriz@austintexas.gov. 
 
Council Committee, Boards and Commission Action: 
November 12, 2019 – Planning Commission adopted Planning Commission Land Development Code 
amendments. 
February 14, 2024 – To be reviewed by the Water and Wastewater Commission 
February 20, 2024 – To be reviewed by the Resource Management Commission 
February 21, 2024 – To be reviewed by the Codes and Ordinances Joint Committee 
February 27, 2024 – To be reviewed by the Planning Commission. 
 
Additional Backup Information: 
This action is one of four proposed Council items related to implementing Austin Water's new "GoPurple 
Program" to accelerate the expansion of Austin's centralized reclaimed system and onsite reuse. These are 
essential strategies in Austin's Water Forward plan to meet long-range needs for a secure and sustainable 
water future. 
 
City Council adopted an ordinance on September 30, 2021, to amend City Code Chapter 25-9 (Water and 
Wastewater) establishing water benchmarking, expanding Reclaimed Water Connection requirements, and 
adding Onsite Water Reuse requirements. The ordinance also required the City Manager to provide City 
Council with a report and possible actions for consideration concerning the impact of the requirements for an 
Onsite Water Reuse System and the expansion of the current Reclaimed Water Connection mandate on 
housing affordability by September 28, 2023. The required report was provided to City Council on October 
25, 2023, along with recommendations for additional code amendments to address impacts to housing 
affordability from the new requirements. City Council adopted ordinances in November 2023 to defer the 
effective dates for Reclaimed Water Connection and Onsite Water Reuse requirements for large development 
projects until April 1, 2024 to allow more time for consideration of the ordinance changes and to establish 
exemptions to the requirements for certain affordable housing projects. 
 
This action will amend City Code Chapter 25-9 (Water and Wastewater) to: 

• Clarify the types of properties that are required to connect to Austin Water’s centralized reclaimed 
water system 

• Clarify the variances that the Austin Water Director may grant related to reclaimed water connection 
requirements 

• Provide exemptions for reclaimed water connection requirements and onsite reuse requirements for 
developments approved for Low Income Housing Tax Credits or the City’s Affordability Unlocked 
Bonus Program 

 

 


