City of Austin

Recommendation for Action

File #: 24-3974, Agenda Item #: 52. 2/29/2024

Posting Language

Approve an ordinance amending the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Austin Public Health Department Operating
Budget Special Revenue Fund (Ordinance No. 20230816-008) to accept and appropriate $25,000 in grant
funds from Home Grown for the Building Comprehensive Networks for Home-Based Childcare grant.

Lead Department
Austin Public Health

Fiscal Note
Funding in the amount of $25,000 is available from Home Grown. A City funding match is not required. A fiscal
note is attached.

For More Information:
Adrienne Sturrup, Director, 512-972-5010; Donna Sundstrom, Assistant Director 512-972-5038; Cynthia
Gamez, Program Manager 512-972-6216; Juanita Jackson, Business Process Consultant 512-972-6163.

Additional Backup Information:

The COVID-19 pandemic shed light on the need for regulated childcare during nontraditional hours for
essential workers. For many parents, home-based childcare is not only the most affordable and accessible
option, but the only option for care during nontraditional hours, like evenings, nights, and weekends. These
grant funds will support a planning grant to help create a comprehensive network strategy for home-based
childcare providers that promotes childcare quality, sustainability, and the well-being of providers, with a
primary focus on equity. Currently, our community lacks a comprehensive strategy and structure for meeting
these needs. Additionally, the network would serve as an informative resource for shaping public policy and
funding decisions.

The General Fund will not be required to contribute additional funds beyond those currently budgeted to this
grant. When the grant funds expire, the Austin Public Health Department’s need for continued funding will be
evaluated and may be denied.
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