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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
MARCH 6,2024
PR-2023-158329; GF-2023-161497
2802 PEARCE LANE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a house constructed between 1910 and 1930 and an outbuilding constructed in 1972.
ARCHITECTURE

One-story rustic cabin with a Craftsman-style, shingle-clad front gable; deep front porch supported by simple posts atop
massive, tapered stone piers; 6:6 wood windows; massive rubble fireplace, and rustic stone cladding throughout. The rear
portion of the building appears to be a later addition, as is the secondary structure on the lot; however, neither appears to
impact the integrity of the original structure.

RESEARCH

As the property was annexed in 1982, historic-age research is largely unavailable from public sources. However, TCAD
records indicate that the building’s legal description is Lot 1 of the Leigh Subdivision, with the plat filed in 1968, and that
Mrs. Amelia Leigh, wife of the late Horage R. Leigh, owned the property. During the 1940s, the Leighs lived in Gonzales,
and during the ‘50s, they lived across the river bend on Mt. Barker Drive. It is likely that they used the property as a
vacation home or fishing cabin, and that it represents one of the earliest recreational uses of this area.

Amelia Freeman Leigh was a Fort Worth native and businesswoman. After graduating from business school, she moved
to Austin and worked for the IRS for ten years. Leigh was the first woman to be appointed to the position of Deputy
Collector of the IRS. She married Horace Rudgley Leigh in 1946, and the family moved to Gonzales, where H. R. Leigh
operated a car dealership.!

The building is directly adjacent to the Ski Shores marina. Aerial photographs show that the building was associated with
small-scale farmland into the 1940s, though TCAD records indicate it was built in 1910.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may meet two criteria:

a. Architecture. The building is a good example of Texas vernacular architecture, combining classic Craftsman
styling with rough rustic stone and unpainted woodwork.

b. Historical association. The property is associated with Amelia F. Leigh, the first woman appointed to the
position of Deputy Collector of the IRS; however, her relationship with the property as a vacation home is
unclear. It also appears to be associated with early recreational use prior to the development of the nearby
marina.

¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its ability to possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property was not evaluated for its ability to possess a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

' Obituary of Amelia Freeman Leigh. Dignity Memorial, https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/houston-tx/amelia-leigh-
9387041
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION

If the Commission feels that the limited information available about the property’s historic use and construction date is
sufficient to meet the criteria for designation, initiate historic zoning. Otherwise, encourage rehabilitation and adaptive
reuse but release the demolition upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying

purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey. This product has been produced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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Photos courtesy of Comm. Ben Heimsath, 2024
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Occupancy history and City permits not available.

Tree inspection, 2023
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Historical Information
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LEIGH ADDITION

In appravieg this plat by the Commissicners Oourt
of Travis Ceurkty, Toxas, it iz upderstood that the
building of all streets, roads or other public thorough-
fares shown on this plat, or any bridges or culverts necessary
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1965 aerial photograph showing early marina at Ski Shores

luniversal Credit Firm |
To Open Office Here

A new complete office of Univer-:
sal CIT Cyedit corporation will apen;
here Monday. as another develop-
ment in the company’s long range;
program to provide nationwide Ia-}
cilities for pustwar service, m:cnrd-i
ing to Claude Haynes vice presi-,
dent of the company, with offices:
in Houston, i

The new office. in the Littlefield,;
building will be under the managc-
ment of Horace R. Leigh, and will’
serve 10 counties in Texas i fi-]
nancing the sale of atomobiles,:
household appliances and hame im-|
provements coinciding  with  the
home maintaining program of the:
federal housing authority. Leigh”
returns to the company and 1o
Austin, after being in the armed’
services. :

Leigh will be assisted by w,W,:
Cone, who, like Leigh, returns to.
the company also after being in the
armed services. ;

H. R. Leighs
Make Home
In Gonzales

Mr. and Mrs, Horace R. Leigh
are at home in Gonzales afterga
short wedding trip. They were
married in a ceremony at the home
gterl:r.sa?d é\r{rs. :ga“ﬁr B. Howard

aturday, the v, K
P(:)h%c ot{i:inting. eV, Keancth

r's. igh is the former Miss
Amelia Emily Freeman, daughter
of Mrs, Virginia K. Freeman of
Austin, and was formerly em-
ployed by the Department of In-
r.eir!\al gevenue.

r. Leigh, the son of Mr, and
Mrs. H., F. Leigh of San Antonio,
is in business in Gonzales, where
2::“;\\'113 the Leigh Motors Com-

A e 1falian TTaiiewd amd T laad

The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 15 Oct 1944: 12
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 18 Dec 1946: 8.



https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Austin+American+$281914-1973$29/$N/$N/2030542/PagePdf/1611649873/fulltextPDF/53EC212F5DF34D1EPQ/3?accountid=7451

DAR Meets Today Mrs. Wo R. Hemphill, Mrs.

i Horace R. Leigh, Mrs. Mary
Thankful Mubbard Chapter, M. Hedrick, Mrs. Harry E.
Daughters of the Americin Kelly, Mrs, €. F. Niebuhr,
Revolution,  will meet  Mrs. W B MeUaleb, Mes, Lee
Tuesday, at 1:30 pan., at the B Fdenso Mrs. John L
Austlin Woman's Club, The Jobnson,  Mres. Wilhiam A,
program will be on the DAR Darter and - Mivs o Laey
Schools.  Hostesses  will he  Norment,
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Le_igh-Bell

At St. Stephens Episcopal
Chapel Monday cvening, Miss
Sandra Kay Leigh, daughtet
of Mr, and Mrs, Horace R.
Lelgh of 3400 Mt. Barker Dr.,
became the bhride of Lawrence

back, short sleey
trapunto neckline, |
white kid gloves,
shoes and a solt p
of white French ve
carried a nosegay
roses entwined with '

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Austin, Tex.. 05 Mar 1968: 9.
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 12 Apr 1968: 7.

Amelia Leigh was born in Cameron, Texas, on the 10th of March 1818, and passed away in Houston on Friday, the 2nd of October 2020. She was 102 years of age.

Amelia was born to Virginia Kentucky Williams and Andrew Clifford Freeman, both from prominent Milam County families. She graduated from Yoe High School with honors and

attended Brantley Draughn Business Schoal in Ft. Worth

After graduation from business school, Amelia was employed for ten years by the Internal Revenue Service in Austin, Texas. Due to her excellent job performance, she was
appointed the Deputy Collector of the IRS, the first woman to hold that position.

In 1946 Amelia married H. R. Leigh and they moved to Gonzales, Texas, where he operated a Ford Dealership. An award-winning Ford dealer for 34 years, he subsequently ownad

Ford dealerships in Alice and Round Rock.

Amelia returned with her husband to Austin in 1962 where she was active in many clubs, including the Austin Woman’s Club, the Highland Park Garden Club, the Magna Charta
Dames, the Thankful Hubbard Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, the Colonial Dames of America, and the Huguenot Society

Amelia was a loving daughter, wife, and mother, who devoted her life to taking care of others. From the time she was 18 years old she supported her mother and helped send her
sister to college. After ten years in the workplace and with many marketable skills, Amelia devoted her life after her marriage to lovingly caring for her husband and three children.
She made her home and garden a happy and welcoming place where her family could count on three delicious home cooked meals each day. After the death of her husband
following a long iliness, she managed her business affairs with skill and courage in an initially challenging economic environment. Ever adventurous, she began traveling to far away
places, including Africa, Russia, and China. Eventually she traveled to almost every country in the world.

Dignity Memorial, https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/houston-tx/amelia-leigh-9387041
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