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Recently, there has been a growing movement towards transforming lawns into vibrant native
plant havens. This shift in landscaping practices does not only benefit the environment, but also
the homeowners themselves. Native plants in your yard can increase biodiversity, reduce water
usage, and support local wildlife. On top of that wild lawns are visually appealing and extremely
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Preserve Biodiversity

Native plants are adapted to the local climate, soil, and ecosystem. By replacing non-native turf
grass with indigenous plants, you can create a haven for a diverse range of plants. Native plants
are the best at providing food and shelter to native species, and therefore promote biodiversity
and create a sustainable ecosystem. Who doesn't want that?

Water Conservation

One of the biggest advantages of native landscaping is the fact that you can save a lot water.
Americans, collectively, use over 9 billion gallons of water a day for lawnscaping( yes, | made up
this word). Native plants have evolved to thrive in local conditions, often requiring significantly
less water once established. If you are in a place where droughts are imminent such as Central
Texas, it does not make sense to use grass native to Northern Europe for your lawn. By replacing
your lawn with native species, you as a homeowner can significantly lower water consumption
and help make a difference in the already evident freshwater shortage.

Reduced Chemical Usage

Unlike native lawns, Non-native lawns tend to require the use of pesticides, herbicides, and other
chemicals to keep its pristine look. This is because non-native plants are usually not suited for
the environment that they are placed in and without a couple thousand years to adapt to their
new environment, they require extra help to stay green and beautiful. However, chemicals can
have negative effects on human health and the environment. Native plant landscapes, however,
are generally more resistant to pests and diseases, requiring minimal or no chemical
intervention. After all, they are in their home area. By reducing or eliminating the use of harmful
chemicals, you will create a safer environment for your family, pets, and local wildlife. And if you
want your lawn to look perfect without the use of chemicals, native landscaping is your best bet!

It's Low Maintenance and Cost-Effective

Maintaining a traditional lawn can be time-consuming, labor-intensive, and expensive. Constant
mowing, watering, and fertilizing require a lot of effort and resources. In contrast, native plant
landscapes are typically low maintenance. Once established, native plants have adapted to local
conditions, requiring minimal attention and water. They are more adapted, self-sufficient, and

https://lawnsgowild.org/blog/f/the-benefits-of-transforming-your-lawn-into-a-native-plant-haven 2/4



3/6/24, 1:35 PM The Benefits of Transforming Your Lawn into a Native Plant Haven!

= K & !

Lawns Go Wild

While the perception of native lawns is that it has no beauty, the truth is quite the opposite.
Native plant gardens can be extraordinarily beautiful, and foster an abundance of colors, plant
types, and aromas. By incorporating a mix of native flowers, grasses, and shrubs you can create a
visually appealing and diverse landscape that reflects the unique beauty of your local region.
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