HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS
APRIL 3,2024
HR-2024-016555
OLD WEST AUSTIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
2321 HARTFORD ROAD

PROPOSAL

Construct additions and accessory buildings at a ca. 1936 house.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

1) Construct a new detached garage at the front of the building. The proposed garage is constructed with finishes and
detailing to match the existing house.

2) Construct a second-floor addition to the main house. The proposed addition mirrors the finishes and decorative details
of the main house, including 6:6 windows and corner quoins. A secondary entrance and covered walk, supported by
simple columns, is located on the first floor of the addition.

3) Construct a new carport. It features a mostly flat roof and simple column capitals.

4) Construct an addition to the guest house.

5) Construct a new pool, patio, and outdoor kitchen.

ARCHITECTURE

Two-story Georgian Revival house designed by Page and Southerland with rear guesthouse originally used as servants’
quarters.

RESEARCH

The house at 2321 Hartford Road was constructed in 1936 for attorney Jesse “Jack” M. Harris and his wife, Rose
Thomason Harris. It was designed by architects Page and Southerland and featured servants’ quarters and its own
deepwater well to irrigate the expansive grounds. Jack Harris, a native of Snyder, graduated from the University of Texas
and practiced law until just before his death in 1967.

DESIGN STANDARDS

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects in National Register districts. The following standards apply to the
proposed project:

Residential additions

1. Location

The proposed additions are located at the side of the building, stepped back slightly from the front wall of the original
house, aligned with existing modifications but less than 15°.

2. Scale, massing, and height
The proposed carport appears subordinate to the main house, though the second-floor addition carries more visual weight.

3. Design and style
The proposed design and style of the modifications meet the standards.

4. Roofs
The proposed roof form and materials are appropriate.

5. Exterior walls
The proposed wall materials are compatible.

6. Windows, screens, and doors
The proposed windows and doors are compatible.

7. Porches and decks
The proposed porches appear compatible.


http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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9. Attached garages and carports
The applicant has amended the design to reduce the roof slope and column size of the carport to enhance compatibility.

Residential new construction

1. Location

The proposed new detached garage is located in front of the existing house, while the other accessory buildings remain at
the rear of the house.

2. Orientation
The proposed new garage is oriented with its bay doors facing a secondary elevation, which matches the orientation of
other detached garages in the district.

3. Scale, massing, and height
The proposed scale, massing, and height of the new garage are compatible and appear to reduce its prominence at the
street-facing elevation.

4. Proportions
See 4.

5. Design and style
The proposed design and style of all new accessor y buildings appear appropriate.

6. Roofs, 7. Exterior Walls, and 8. Windows and doors
The proposed roof forms, exterior walls, and fenestration appear appropriate.

Summary
The project mostly meets the applicable standards. The applicant has amended the designs to include Committee

feedback.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The property contributes to the Old West Austin National Register district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity. The building was remodeled in 1970 and additions were
constructed in 2015.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria for landmark designation:

a. Architecture. The building is a good example of a Georgian Revival house designed by Page and Southerland.

b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its ability to possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to retain a significant natural or designed landscape with
artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

COMMITTEE FEEDBACK

Reduce the slope on the carport roof. Reduce the size and detailing of new columns. Omit or lighten decorative cornice
trim at new portions of building.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Comment on plans. The applicant has amended the proposal to include Committee feedback.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Photos _
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Historic review application, 2024

Occupancy History

City Directory Research, March 2024

1959 Jesse M. Harris, owner

1955 Jesse M. and Rose T. Harris, owners — lawyer, 709 Capitol National Bank building

1953 Jesse M. and Rose T. Harris, owners — lawyer, 709 Capitol National Bank building

1947 Jesse M. and Rose T. Harris, owners — attorney-at-law, 709 Capitol National Bank building

Jesse M. Harris, Jr. — student
Martin and Faye J. Harris, renters — student

1944 Jesse M. and Rose T. Harris, owners — attorney-at-law, 709 Capitol National Bank building

1941 Jesse M. and Rose T. Harris, owners — attorney-at-law, 709 Norwood Building
J. Martin Harris, Jr. — student

1939 Annie Lee, renter — cook
Rose T. Kirksey, renter — widow of S.F. Kirksey
Jesse M. and Rose T. Harris, owners — attorney-at-law, 709 Norwood Building



1937 Annie L. Jones, renter — cook
Rose T. Kirksey, renter — widow of S.F. Kirksey
Jesse M. and Rose T. Harris, owners — lawyer, 709 Norwood Building

Historical Information

AR e el ying WItr
| Harris at 2321 Hartford Road is one| - N ew H ouse IS
that home-lovers often admire, The

h]::use sels on a hill, which affords

the Harris farmly plenty of cool O \/

-hragre SR TN 'hhal'u'.." an uEut‘giuu ne aca . !On
colonial, is of while painted brick.
The _Harrls family moved into their

home last Novemh_cr.*and since that (Conlinued from Page 1
time. they. have built several rock :
walls and terraces. Thelr favorite I.‘.spet:ially in the cvening, this is
cool resting place is on the rock " an inviting place. The barbecue
terrace at the“rear of ihe home, _ pit in the back yard gives them
" “uch pleasure,” Mrs. Harris re.
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) marked.

FRANCES MUELLER American-Statesman Staff. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 18 July 1937: Al.

Lo

Georgian Colonial Home

This attractive residence of Georgian eolonial | plastered interior, and comprises nine rooms, two
style of architecture is that of J. M. Harris at | baths and basement. The roof is of ashestos shingle
2321 Hartford Road. Derigned by Page and South- | type. A hot air central heating system has been
erland, Austin architects, this residence is of | provided for this modern home.
brick veneer construction with weod frame and

The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 05 June 1938: BS.
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Tranqguil
Now. But
Things Hlad
A Way Of

Happening

To Harris

T the age of 59, Jesse Martin
Harris has. about  attained
the peace  and tranquillity
that have always been his
aim. He is a lawyer by pro-

fession. A few good clients plus
keen business judgment has put
him in solid with those who make
up the finaneial statements and pass
on credit ratings,

Bandits once gave Jack Haorris a toogh time, but he recovered his quall.

Several  yvears ago Jesse Martin
Harris made up his mind that he
was nol poing to have to depend
upon the corridor trade to stay in
business. “I knew I'd starve to
denth,” he says. So he followed
ronitie prachiees Just long etiouph
o obtain some semblance of finan-
cial security.

This took place in two 12 year
eycles—El Paso and Snyder. In
1936 he had his financial fences in
rood enough repair 1o move haelk
to Austin, At the conclusion of an-
other 12 vear eycle he does not even
hother 1o wear a wristwateh, e
is not that important,

His secretary, Mrs. Amelia Bach-
anan, who hasg been with humn sinee
1933, will keep him briefed on what
few appointments he has to il His
son  Martin, now in the attorney
general's department, generally
rides home with him, and will noti-
fy his father of the time to depart.

His law offices in the Capital
Nationa) Bank Building are as plain
as common sense can make them,
Mrs. Buchanan soon found out that
her boss” tastes didn’t rin to plush
and that air of suave dignity that
Julls a prospect.

You come in and state your busi-
ness. Harris may throw a foot on
the desk and work with a cigarette
lighter ihat is always giving him
trouble. Then without more ado he
will state his opinion on the merits
of the case.

If after this blunt appraisal you
still want him to handle the matter,
Harris will take up your cudgels
Otherwise, he will point out there
are any number of lawyers in town
cager for the business.

1t has not always been that simple
for Jesse Martin Harris. whe, for
purposes of identification, will here-
after be called Javk, ‘The niclkkname
was pinped on him while he was
still a student in the University of
Texas. It has stuck ever since,

As a youngster he traded 2 cow
for room and bourd in order {o
learn typing and shorthand, That
wias in Weatherford, Texas, when
he lived on a farm ncar Thorp
Springs. He swept out the business
college for his tuition.

Having qualified as a stenoge
rapher Harris caught a freight train
for Austin and applicd to the Page
Brothers, Charles and Louis, for a
job. Then he set to work writing
specifications and biding his time
until he knew “Mr. Louie well
enonugh tn talk him intn letting him
wark and go to school, too, He did,
But he missed out on a lot of night
life at the same time,

It was then things begzan (o hap-
pen to Jack Harris. For a rugged
youngster in search of peace and
tranauillity, he was on more hot-
plites than warmed-over hash, It
was ns natural for him to he in
whistling  distance when trouble
brewed as for a good bird dog to
set a point when scenting quail.



A bpsulse to always oo whal e
{hought was right headed him into
{rouble as manager of the Univer-
sity Caclus. He thought the school
wasn' L prettingg value received and
fole e business awny feom o
Tl firm, A ret-hot editorial in
The Apstin Statesivan allacked him
Tor wepding Tnesiness ool of  town,

Marri= waet jiast g todigth with 1l
Faort Waorth eoneern. T was o bag
ol fil,. We argued a0 Iot abwat e
coait, 1 fleally matehed Bim to sie 05
it wonkl ensl S223000 o 525000 1
win” e stll pesinds with pricde to
thiat poemniiad ms dbs hest one tlllljr
Hshed wp to thal ime.

Harris anee had o pack a pistol
for  welf proteetinn while =l o
stoelent i the Universily.  Apgam
his  personal  seose of  pght and
wrnne pol him Lo this jam,

Thery was a man im fown who
started  looking  for  trouble cach
time e ok on a load of whiskev,
The iodividual wisited the house
where Harris boarded and eaosed
qitite a rickus. Young Harris was
imeensed  and when a son of the
wornan who had been abused by
the 1hiigh ope siarted hianting 2
pun, Harris made il casy for him.

It grew inle a masty mess amd
a eourt Tizht. A Tew months ler
the foughye refurned with a gun
Inoking for Harris. who at the time
was busy downtown drawing up
specifications. County Judse George
Matthews was then sheriff.

Matthews ran the mon oul of
lown buy handed Harris a pistol
with this admonition: “Keep your
window shades down, Thn't sil by
e ey o, I‘:'l.‘r'l"_'l' fisnee 1his
follive gets tanked be'll come Tooli-
Ing for you"

There musl be a Tieree instinct in
Harris {o protect that which is his.
Nothing else would explain an inei-
dent which happened to him while
he was procticing law in El Pazo
in 1915, He ol a0 feiend B een
ruail hunting near the border when
they foured themselves surrounded
by bandils,

Marris' firsl knowledge of ihiz
was when a iwig hit by a bullet
broke and fell in hiz face. With
hullets falling all around them ihe
two found temporary haven on top
af a small rise and counted up their
ammunilion, 1L wvas then Hareis re-
membeeed bie hod left about a doeen
quail between him and the handits,

e retrieved those auadl, “Atl the
time [ thoupghle it wias Tunns,” e
save, “MNow [ know it was Tonl-
hardy, T was sick al my stomach
several times afterwards when 1
thomnzh! what o chaeee Tl taken”

The whole incident had o omavee
finishe with the DS Cavales riding
hell-bent for eather and dispersing
the bandits with oone fusillade,

A secomd  story  that  Hlostrates
this instinet concerns n DMexican
con man who picked Jack's pocket
in Juarez. Harris hit El Paso with
227025 and office space with Viclor
Maore, o prominent criminal Lvwser
in those days. All Harris lued was
o preomise from Moore et be
wionilld Throw o Tew clients Dis way.

Tl pivkpmeket ot all but 26
conls which left Harris on o diel of
eleneghmnts el colfee until he ecoulil
win & oense. A few monihs  nter
Moore ealled Farreis in amd aslked
why 1the theft had pever been re-
prartesed. =1 wennled Bazevies Jend wand st
ey, waid Mowre,

Harriz found ol who'd picked
hiz pockets and tocked it away in
his il When Paoche Villa took
over Juarez he ean sl 1he wnders
world oul. Along with this crowd
wis one Enrigue. the pickpocket,

A few davs Lder Harris fouesd
Enrique i El Pasa angd stuck a
six-shooter in his ribs and marched
him e the police station. "They puat
Enrigue on the chain gang amd
thiat didn't suil hig soft hands mueh,™
sims Harriz, The ElI Pasn police
were  ooaperiative and  cach  time
Enriguiee waorked off one {ine he
was in on another case.

Ta make a8 loog stors short Jack
got back his 5270 plus inlerest,

Harris is probably  the only
strugpling  voung  lawyer without
influence who ever rode a special
train oul of Mexico, He had met
Mose Thomason  in Cloud  Croft,
MNew Mexico, on July 4, 1915 In
106G ey weres mareiel. Sa owk a
frivnd of Jock's told i abotd S
ing o silver mine i Mexico
woltled givee hime a fillth interest o
gy el amed steizhten things ouwt,
Harris took him ug

Harris knew there was danger,
But if he made a go, 3L was a big
start in his marcied life, So without
Mra. Huarris knowing anyilhing abotit
the perils he slipped off 6nd ook
ol @ $5.000 Insurance policy and
caught a train for Nacazori. Alex-
1w, He also toak EL000 in M-dollr
gold  picces for bargaining  pur-
[N,

“Whern [ hit tewn 15 Mexicans
showed up with elaims. They kept
wanling me lo go over the moun-
tamns but [ =melled a rat and
waolildnt budge from  the hotel”
Harris says.

This wend on for =everal dive
when Harrizs decided to beard back
for the stwes. The day of his de-

parture he pot waord 1o see the
manager of A mining  coneern at
WNarawari,

"M was a clean-eut Mexican sl
fold me he had intercepted o omes-
sage which swid they were going tn
grab me. | had never scen this man

before buat T teld Dioe almet the
L1000 in pold and osked hun o
keep it for me.”

Without .checking from the hotel
Harris Docrcded the Brain ot a waler
stop, Al Donglass be was pul in
Jaid o Aedd Dee woulil Tae reterped
o Mawazark o face charges. Harris
koew I conweerned Phe silver b
el for whsich lie Tl i bis
ket The irbseswoered e Chiee descd sl
spil al ol e wimiloows, "Thas altrieet-
e 5 mewsboy whoch gove Horms
spmther i,

Wil fhiee 1HI_'..' ileliver o e
aeress e losraber o SHE Tl By’
wondled sl ol

Back in Nocarasi  IHarris  was
Bapuriaedd bsefoares o guorkages ool rhuar el
wiath Tranwd, Tl pecipuent ol the

e Jeoed Bestlesed wp begsd falent,
oo oof Che raling e leees e Mox-
i City. Adwon 1|_||' el iy ol
the trgal Therris saw his atthrney
marched oul of lewn i front of
drawn bavonels

Tzl digd ool cheer Joack g any,
I e mweaeatiomee e s wriling
letters back hose 1elis his wife
what a prand fome e wic having.
Then vove day o Frenehman showeed
iy owithe an sdea, Tlee Aexican Lnw
sl that af a0 e brought Galse
E'IHII']::"H septanimizd anodluer, o 11 was
s0 proven, the first party could be
tricd amd given twice as barsh a
sentence. What, asked the French-
man, would be wrong will hon
planting the story about fown that
the Gringn was plaving  possum
with an ddes of adwing just this
thimg?

S otald bam swstbiing could make
maters worse,” nava 11 3,

Mext oy thee Mo xiean Juedpe 1old
Harres s I oul o of BMexwea an M
I, Harreis wenl to hiz (ewersd ot
Lhe muneng company wine supglicd
an engine amd o flat car for Jack's
concluding journey o Nognles

The Jack Fhaorriaes bve at 2321
Hartlford Road, There i a two-year-
old Naney Harris, a grandchild, whn
Gramdfather Lwk sape 5 alresdy
doveloping  mie a  rugped  edie
vidulist,

Jovk onee invested S1n piann
lessons and  learned o play  the
piane, “Terrible music, bat 1Us a
grod way ko kill time”™ =avs Jack,
He zays he shuts the door when he
site down e play “sn [ won't run
e out of the hoo=e.”

Although life has  gettled down
intn the groeve e hoas alwavs
wighed o, Thareis haz & menwnio
of fhose treablous davs when e
wias always Ju=t two Jomps aleed
of 1the houmds=. 11 s 1he mmsuranee
posliew that he taok ot fop Bas wile
whienn e woent fo Mexion,

Ao s Lwee is meerlomd i reeds
ol e o Aexien”

1 ediedn't Bovews at weted T oot Duels,™

e snyvs. .
CHARLES K. GREEXN.

Green, Charles E. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 11 Apr 1948: 4.




HaryisHas
New Edition
On Utilities -

Austin attorney J, M, Harris Sal-
urday followed through on an pld
hobby, when ho published a study
of the privale utllily businessiin
Texas, and outlined his' personal
views on'pn“'ul’_.;qqutlm and pol.
fey. .7 - i . b
He got oulj the first of thesa

ublished reporls in 1038, and since
Eas followed with a new one every
two years, '

In the survey and slatistical
summary of lhe progress of the
private eleetrie industry, J, M.
Harrls was joined my nltorney
Martin Harris. Bul in the com-
mentary, J.- M. Harris painted out

ideas, As. 1o the long series of
hooklets, he sald, “T have always
assumed full- respansibility for.it,
and 1 pay for publishing it, 1
has never been submilled to any-
one for approval,. In the following

he was expressing his individual'

In his discussion of privale pow-
or V5. Eu'nllc power, Harrls swung
into a broad discussion of govern-
ment policy in England, France
and elsewhere,

“No one can claim Lhat our sys-
lem s perfect,” he sald, "In my
63 years I have lived through some
pretty hard times, but 1 am con-
vinced that the worst living con-
ditions ever endured by the com-
mon man in this country were bet-
ter than the best ever enjoyed by

the common man In any olher na-
ages, I wanl to pul down some

Tats which 1 think every T““J tion under any sert of lsm.
ought 1o know.,"

The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 07 Nov 1954: A27.

Jack Harris
Dies In
Hospital

J. M. (Jeck) Harris, 79, 2321
Hariford Road, died in a local
hospital Thursday.

An Austin resident 31 years
and a former resident of Synder
and El Paso, he was a member
of the Tarrylown Baptist
Church.

He was a graduate of the
University of Texas Law School
in 1312, a charter member of the
Chancellors and an attorney
until his relirement in January

Ty 3. M. (JACK) IARRIS .

Survivors are his wite, Mrs.; '  Funeral {for J. M. (Jack)
Rose Thomason Harrls, Austing|

son, Martin Harrls, Austun;| Harris will be Saturday at 1(
three granddaughters, twol am, at the Tarrytown Baplisf
great-grandchildren and  one

ncllohew, sam Wood, Denver,] Church with Rev. C. Regi:lléll
Colo. i i .. Graveside
Funeral services will be held| - hlng Oﬂwiaung r

ot 10 am. Salwday at] Services will be at 2 pm. al
Tarrytown Baptist Church under .
direction of WesdCorley| : OAkWood Cemetery in Waet

Funeral Home. Rev. C, Reginall  under direction of Wecd-Car]L‘y
King will officiate and graveside .
services will be held at 2 pm.| | funeral home.

paturday at Oakwood Cemtery ' Those who care fo do so may
n waco.

Those who care to do so may| make a memorial contribution
make a memorial contribution) 4 {he Settlement Home or the

o Selflement Home or
Tarrytown Baplist Church. Tarrytown Baptist Church.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 18 Mar 1967: 4.



Permits

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 16 Mar 1967 B4.

| MRS, ROSE HARRIS

. Mrs. Rose Charles de
MRS. ROSE HARRIS HL.almllaine. Harris, 76, of

Funeral, for Mrs. Rost | Cambridge Towers dicd at her
Charles de LaFontaine Harris |home early Thursday, She had
-twidow of the late J. M. Harris ‘hccn a resident of Austin since
. :FG‘ of 1801 Lavaca was Frida: IQafl and  was fﬂrlllell]_\" of
-lat weed-Corley Funeral Home ibnulm She was a member of
A Rev. Regzinald King officiati 'l.trr\tnwn Baptist Church and|
. . R ating .uaq active in the Junior Helping
*|Graveside services were | |Ildnd and Settlement Club,
Oakwood Cemetery in Waca. | Survivors include a  son,

Mrs, Harris died at her hom  y. 00 1rarvis of Austing three

f| Thursday. Adgrandehildren and two
aj Memorial contributions ma || sreat.grandehildren,

r/be made to the Tarrvtew { Funeral  arrangcments  are
s;Baptist Church or the M :a1 . ipending at Weed-Cotley Funeral
h! Fund. E'\ Home,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 30 Aug 1973: A32.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 31 Aug 1973: 32.

oWyER_John C. White ADDRESS 2321 Hartford Road

PLAT 148 10T - 35 BLK

SUBDIVISION Sunset Hill

QCCUPANCY Residence

OWNERS
BLD PERMIT # 119815 patrell1-13-70  gstimaTe $4,000.00

CONTRACTOR Mathews Const. NO, OF FIXTURES

WATER TAP REC # Exist SEWER_TAP REC # Exist

Remadel a residence

® oo @ L/ "

Connection Charge $....2 T - o ﬁ
Application for Sawer Connection. - N°® 12835

Austm, Texas,....._. ]1 ___3 6’ 193 é_

To the Superintendent of Sewer and Public Improvements,

v ' City of Austm, Texas N

Sir:i— \

I hereby make apphcatlon for sewer connectwn and instrue-
tions on premises owned by W P LS
at Z 3 2.7 ﬁ/ﬂ?’/%f‘/ /édéeet
further deseribed as lot_ =3+, block_._+. "% cutlot i
subdivision f v fﬁ/ /'/f // £ &;’véf _"_/ _____ plat.-‘__Zé’.l e
which is to be used as a LC3. K5l 5’-’;"

. wg

I In thls place ‘there are 'to be installéd_. / (4 i’/ f fixtures., |
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