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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
MAy 1,2024
PR-2024-018182; GF-2024-030562
OLD WEST AUSTIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
2307 WINDSOR ROAD #2

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1950 house and outbuilding.
ARCHITECTURE

2307 Windsor Road #2 is a two-story Mid-century Modern house with a flat roof, rustic stone and board-and-batten
cladding, expansive fixed windows, a substantial stone chimney, and an inset carport at the one-story portion of the house.
It was designed by Arthur Fehr of Fehr and Granger (see backup). The building is set back between Windsor and East
Windsor Roads, accessible only by a steeply sloped drive behind two street-frontage houses and invisible from both Windsor
and East Windsor. Its stepped-down form nestles into the hillside with a two-story bank of windows facing downtown.

RESEARCH

The house at 2307 Windsor Road #2, originally addressed as 2300 East Windsor Road, was constructed in 1950 for Judge
Trueman O’Quinn and his family by Arthur Fehr. O’Quinn, an attorney, graduated from the University of Texas after
reporting and editing for the Beaumont Enterprise, the Austin American, and the Daily Texan.! While still a student, he was
elected to the 42™ Texas Legislature for Jefferson County from 1931 to 1932. After a few years in private practice, O’Quinn
worked as an Austin assistant city attorney and was appointed chief City Attorney in 1939, a position he held until 1950.
During World War II, he worked as Staff Judge Advocate after the Allied invasion of Normandy and occupation of
Germany.?

The Windsor Road house was constructed the same year O’Quinn left the City for private practice. Throughout the 1960s
and “70s, he held numerous public and political posts, including fourteen years as Travis County’s Democratic Chairman
and as the official counsel for the University of Texas. He was appointed to the Third Court of Civil Appeals in 1967 and
served for thirteen years.?

O’Quinn was best known for his role as a prolific collector and prominent amateur historian of William Sydney Porter,
known as O. Henry. “For almost half a century he gathered first editions, photos, manuscripts, and other memorabilia. He
donated the staggering collection to The O. Henry Resources at the Austin History Center in 1982, a contribution without
parallel,” notes Britney Jeffrey in the Texas State Historical Association’s Handbook of Texas. “Throughout his adult life,
O'Quinn wrote articles and delivered speeches.” He was instrumental in saving two O. Henry residences from demolition,
though one burned in 1956.° The other remains as the O. Henry Museum in Brush Square.

O’Quinn’s legacy in the historical record is marred by his response to two 1962 Statesman articles soliciting feedback on
the City Council’s suggestion to rename Town Lake to Lake Tonkawa. In the articles, which are wrought with racist
comments and dismissal of Native American cultural significance typical of the period, O’Quinn’s remarks stand out as
particularly concerning. The potential impact of O’Quinn’s racist remarks was bolstered by the author’s introduction of
O’Quinn as “Austin attorney and one of the area’s most enthusiastic amateur historians”®. O’Quinn publicly and
emphatically demonized the Tonkawa tribe as “savages” without historical significance, participating in the systemic erasure
of Native American tribes from Texas history while presenting himself as an expert on that history.” Thus, it is imperative
to carefully view his contributions to the city and state with eyes open to the negative impacts of this overt racism. It is
critical to understand how a dominant narrative becomes dominant; harmful ideas may be perpetuated by those who are

! Mackey, Wayne. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 14 Mar 1948: 4.

2 Britney Jeffrey, “O'Quinn, Trueman Edgar, Sr.,” Handbook of Texas Online, https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/oquinn-trueman-edgar-sr.
Published by the Texas State Historical Association.

3 Ibid.

4 Ibid.

5 Barnes, Michael. “Unhappy Twist: O. Henry’s Austin Honeymoon Cottage Went up in Flames.” Austin American-Statesman, June 29, 2018.
https://www.statesman.com/story/news/2018/06/29/unhappy-twist-o-henrys-austin-honeymoon-cottage-went-up-in-flames/10022639007/.

¢ The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 23 Apr 1962: 1.

7 The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 20 Apr 1962: 1.
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otherwise beloved by their communities, which in turn bolsters these ideas’ credibility and longevity.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Due to staff error, the property at 2307 Windsor Road #2 was originally identified as a noncontributing structure upon
applicant inquiry, as 2307 Windsor Road is noncontributing. The director of the Planning Department, in consultation with
Law Department staff, has determined that the contributing building must be reviewed by the Historic Landmark
Commission to fulfill Code requirements.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The property contributes to the Old West Austin National Register district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

The building is more than 50 years old.

The building appears to retain moderate integrity. Some windows have been replaced and water damage appears to have
caused the bowing of exterior stone. The O’Quinn family remodeled the house in 1984 per permits, but no record of the
extent of the remodel was found.

Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it may technically meet two criteria for landmark designation, but recommends that the Commission’s
decision carefully weigh O’Quinn’s impacts on Austin’s history:

1)
2)

3)

a.

b.

Architecture. The building was constructed in the mid-century Modern style by the prolific Austin firm Fehr
and Granger.

Historical association. The property is associated with Judge Trueman O’ Quinn, politician, attorney, justice of
the Texas Court of Appeals, and dedicated O. Henry scholar. However, the documentation of O’Quinn’s racist
portrayal of the Tonkawa people should be carefully considered when evaluating his overall impact on Austin’s
history. The extant O. Henry Museum and University of Texas collections, to which O’Quinn’s research and
patronage contributed, currently utilize his life’s work to provide a public good. Though the property is
associated with Kerry O’Quinn (influential publisher and creator of film magazines Fangoria, Starlog, and
CineMagic)?®, property records indicate that the younger O’Quinn did not take possession of the home until his
father’s death in 1990.

Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

Community value. The property may be associated with the LGBTQIA+ community as a result of Kerry
O’Quinn’s open-hearted advocacy and operation of Club 404° (see backup), but these community associations
appear to be past the period of significance. Though O’Quinn’s contributions to both the film and LGBTQIA+
communities are significant, documentary research did not reveal his association with the property until 1990.

Landscape feature. The property does not appear to include a significant natural or designed landscape with
artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, but release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin
Documentation Package. Demolition permits in National Register Historic Districts cannot be released until the Historic
Landmark Commission has reviewed plans for new construction on the site.

8https://www.austinchronicle.com/screens/2012-11-02/nowhere-near-his-final-frontier/; https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/bridge-

george-takei-narrated-docu-035120354.html

9 https://library.austintexas.gov/library/2022-04/LGBTQ-Subject-Guide-2022.pdf
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying
purposes. It does not represent an en-the-ground survey. This product has been produced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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https://creedefitch.com/austin-modern-homes/2307-windsor-rd-2

Demolition permit application, 2024
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Original entrance from 2300 E. Windsor Road. Google Street View, 2023.
Occupancy History
City Directory Research, March 2024

1959 Address listed as 2300 E. Windsor Rd.
Trueman E. and Hazel H. O’Quinn, owners — O’Quinn, McDaniel, & Randle, attorneys at law
Trueman O’Quinn, Jr. — US Marine Corps
Terry O’Quinn — student
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1955 Trueman E. and Hazel H. O’Quinn, owners — Hollers, O’Quinn, and Crenshaw, attorneys at law
Kerry S. O’Quinn — student
1952 Trueman E. and Hazel H. O’Quinn, owners —Hollers and O’Quinn, attorneys at law

Historical Information

-

I O'QUINN-HEDICK
ENGAGEMENT
ANNOUNCED

—_—

Announcement of the engage-
ment and approaching marriage of
Miss Hazel Hedick, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs, J. D Hedleck, to Trueman

" 0'Quinn of Benumont was an-
nounced at a meeting of the alum-
nae chapter of Theta Slgma Phi

. Wednesday evening at the home of
Mrs, Joe Glibert,

~ The announcement was cleverly
made hy Mrs. Molly Connor Cook,
assoclate member of tho fraternity,
who road n ‘“chort"” short story
. eentering about a pun on the word
l “Trueman.,” The bride-elect wns

- - ——

portrayed ms o modern feminine
Dlogenes scarching for an honost
man, and at the close of the story
the secret was disclosed,

Date of the wedding has not been
definitely set, but the tentatlve date
is Thanksgiving.

Miss Hedlek Is asslstant adver-
tlsing mannger of E. M. Searbrough |
ond Son and o geaduate of the Unk-
versity of Texans, having vecelved
her bachelnr of journallsm degree

In 1926. She Is presldent of the
alumnal chapter of Thetn Slgmn
Phi.

Mr, O'Qulnn, a student (n the
university, was editor of thea Dally
Texas, campus newspirper, in 1027,
He i3 n member of Sigma Delia Chi
and Omege Delin froternities, nnt
at present la o student In the Inw
school and an instructor In fenc-
ing In the uni\'_crs-!t:,-..

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973),; Austin, Tex.. 31 Oct 1929: 7.

Overhauling of Legal Code to Start Soon

O'Quinn Just About Ready fo Tackle That Difficult Task

City Atly, Trucman O'Quinn, sit-
ling behind o desk piled high with
ordinances, amendments to ordi-
nances, and proposed ordinances,
snid Friday that he hopes to be-
gin  overhauling the city's legal
code within a few days,

he does, it will be the [lirst
time since 1008,

O'Quinn said the last time a code
was written the work was done
by Leon Green, who was asgistant
city attorney in 190B. Green is now
dean of the law school at North-
western  university, and n recog-
nized national or international au-
thority ‘on torts, O'Quinn said.

The cily attorney said he was

drawing up a memorandum on the
work that needs to be done which
he will submit to City Mgr, Guiton
Morgan,

The city is operating wgder many
laws from 30 to 40 years old, he
stated, thal need revamping or re-
pealing entirely. In an effor{ to
simplify the city code, all ordi-
nances which duplicate state laws
will be done awny with, He re-
called, for instance, that there is o
stnle law and a city ordinance
prohibiting the throwing of glass
on any sireel or highway. There is
no use In the city duplicating some-
thing that is already state law, he
belleves, He sald that in some in-

stances where o stnte law has been
held invalid by the couris because
of vague wording, the elly legal
depariment has atiompted {o cover
the law in n eily ordinance word-
ed ta overcome the objectlons of
the courts.

An example of the age of some
of the city ordinaneces was brought
to light when the legal department
wrote the new bicycle ordinance,
which picked up some of the
existing traffic regulations govern-
ing bicycles in the ordnance which
was pnssed in 1000, One seclion of
the old law prohibited the riding
of tricycles or velocipedes on cily
sidewnlks,

Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 04 Apr 1941: 6.

The


https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Austin+Statesman+$281921-1973$29/$N/$N/2030564/PagePdf/1610115214/fulltextPDF/DEE13D484D79452BPQ/87?accountid=7451
https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Austin+Statesman+$281921-1973$29/$N/$N/2030564/PagePdf/1610115214/fulltextPDF/DEE13D484D79452BPQ/87?accountid=7451

ﬁfﬂuinn Gets
New Station

Capt. Trueman O'Quinn, Austin
city attorney now an active mili-
tary duty, has been made division
judge advecate, 101st nirborne di-
vislon, stationed at Fort Bragg, N.

C. He formerly held various as-
signmepls out of the replacement

pool under the judge advocate
genceral's office in Washington,
Lt. Col. W. E. Williams, well

known Austin physiclan, is division
surgeon, and Maj. Dick Pettway of
the army finance department is as-
signed to post  headquarters at
Fort Bragg for speclal duty.
There are many other Texans in
the division, both officers and en-
listed personnel. Capt. O'Quinn

had an cnlisted man assigned to!

him recently on a “jeep”
lem. they gol to talking

prob-
about

fishing, and the soldier mentioned:

that he was from preity gond fish-
ing grounds himscl{—Shelby coun-
ty. East Texas.

Though practicing law for
Uncle Sam's army {s sometimes a
“rugged assignment,” Capt. O'Quinn
has topflight help in hiz “law of-
fice.” Both warrant officer and
corporal in his office are lawyers,
the warrant officer having been
law clerk for William Douglas,
U. S. =upreme court justice, before
going intn the army.

The 101st is representative of the

army’s airborne divisions, with
weapons designed and the men:
especially trained for alr  rans-

port.

Col. 0'Quinn
Coming Back

Lt. Col. Trueman E, O'Quinn, city
attorney on leave of abscnce with

the 101st division in Germany, will |

return to the states in Scptember
for a leg operation, he has writicn
his wife, Mrs. Hazel O'Quinn, 602
Harris avenue.

Serving as judge advocaie of the
division, Col. O'Quinn rececived a
blow on the leg during the airborne
invasion of Belgium last fall. The
leg was Injured again in Germany,
making an operation necessary,
Mrs. O'Quinn said.

The city attorney has served two
years overseas and is now stationed
in Berchtesgaden, Hitler's old head-
quarters.

U'Quinn Tells
0f 0. Henry's
Colorful Life

Some Inferesting memolrs of
William Sidney Porter, or O Henry,
during his residence in Austin and
Texas were related by Trueman
0'Quinn, cily attorney, to members
of the Incal prolessional chapter of
Sigma Delta Chi Tuesday night at
the Stephen F. Austin Hotel.

O Henry's [riendship with the
Harrell family, his work in the
general land office and in Maorley's
Dyug Store, ns well as his service
as a teller al the old Firslt National
Bank here were reecalled.

O'Quinn touched on O Henry's
work here as a newspaperman in
his weekly, "The Rolling Stone,”
and of his subsequent work As a
columnist on the Houston Posl.

The speaker asserted that Porler
wrote under vight or ten different
names in national magazines of that
day in order to get a compensating
start as a writer. The author, he
added, confined himself to the pen
name of O Henry after his writings
had become recognized,

O Henry wrote about 275 differ-
ent stories belween 1806 and the
time of his death jn 1910, with sev-
eral stories published for the first
time after his death inciuded in
present-day O Henry collections,
O'Quinn said.

“If you would make a mosaic oul
of his stories, ¥ou would get a pic-
ture of O Henry's lile and the
places that he visited,” the speaker
declared,

Stories wrilten by O Henry re-
veal that he visiled New Orleans
and olher cilies of the South as
well as in Honduras, he pointed out.
A nmumber of his stories have an
Austin setling and every reference
i a bank conliined the npame of
First National Bank, O'Quinn de-
clared.

Before O'Quinn spoke, President
Dawson Duncan named a commit-
tee composed of Joe Hornaday, Ray
Osborne and William Gardner o
locile a meeling place for the or-
ganization beginning with the next

meeling on Nov, 12,

" The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. ]9_Mc;y 1943: 2.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 09 Aug 1945: 5.
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 09 Oct 1946 7.
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-G’Quinn Made Laws,

Now Practices Law

NE OF THESE DAYS. 13-
epr=old  City  Atlorney
ruciman O CGuinn is gedin

be bronded a “Tongshabe”

He's alrendy showing the
symptoms, and the strange parl of
it 15, it siaried with o lewselt long
Lefore his lime,

Algng sbout 1BIE, a Icllow namcd
Will Porter. and commoily ro-
ferred to as ©. Henry, was convict-
ed in an Austin eourt on a charge
of embezzelment, and sentenced to
five vears in a fedegal prisom.

Then wears later, while O'Quinn
weas a low student et the University
nf Texas In the middle 2= he
heard that Paorter had bren con-
victed on @ faully  indieiment,
O'Quinn couldn't  guite fipuare il
vul.  Porter hed {wo of the best
atiernevs of the day defonding him,
H. H, Ward and Ashby James, both
af Austin, MNever-the-lesz, if there's
anyihing A lnw sludent Jover o dn,
iU's tn show that his superiors weorse
wrong.  O'Quinn staried tracking
down Information of the irial _and
sibscquent  appeal in A New
Orleans eourl.

He dpp deep. as his present roc-
ards of the ease will show, When
ke reached the bottom of the heap.,
O'Guinn  found that Ward osnd
James slsn had seen the indicl-
ment's fault. The case was posi-
poned while a new indictmen? was
made up.

Porter's sentence didn't stop his
literary  cffarls,.  O'Quinn. In &
aimilar meanner, falled o stop his
study of Porter, who was by then
strictly referred to ps O. Henry.
O'Quinn’s office and home now
bulpe with works of the short slory
artizl; the collection including first
cditions of everything from pulp
poper_mogazines of ithe 1th and
20th Centuries to slick paper jobs
and bound boolks.

O'Quinn, whn was once edilor
af the Daily Texan, n Universily
sludent publieation, and wha has
held down berihe on two other
papars, including the Auslin Amer-
bean when it put the daily cditions
to bed ot offices in the BM biock
of Conpress Avenue, has wrillen
numersus papers on the life and
warks of O, Henry. This summer,
he pians Lo publizh a niecly-bound
wvolume, within evervone’s rice
range. on Q. Henry's days In Texas
Give him encugh fypowriler rib-
bon, and he'll hang his law coreer
in it, gome of his fricnds maintain.

Actually  though,  it's  doubiiul
{hat amyonre will balsfer sourape i
eall OQuinn 0 “longhair™ W i
face. He wna ‘nneo the feneing
champion af the Unlversity. and his
physigque stems from boyhond days
i Linuisiang, when his father owned
an iron foundry.

Superstition in these days held
tat snyone, who inhaled [umes
from certain phases of the easting

and singed the hair of his
I chest in the cosling

amees, cwednld prow up te be o
ro!rust fellaw,

Although O'Qulnn was small and
ennfined his efforts tn the lighter
work, he was babitually  nroad
when (he meta] wis east,  Whether
he will admit it or nol, the syslem
ppparenily  worked.,  His well-cut
business suil envered s deep chest
and powerful sems,  His fnee. haow-
ever, Is reguliar withowt the broises
of & wrestler, for which he could
oasily pass.

O'Quinn’s mewspaper experience
siarted al Beaumant after his father
mawved 0 Texas while O'Quinn wna
still n yeungster.  During the ey
ntiorney's soplenore yvear in high
sechool, he did odd jobs around the
Beoumont YMCA, and pecked out
news of his Bay Scout freop nnoan
old Oliver typewrider for the Beau-
mnnt Enterprise.

Beeause O'Quinn's wark held a
nprofessional touch, the editor of
The Enlerprise offered him a job
at 812 a week. That was big money
for the future lawyer and he ac-
coplod  quickly.

Newspaper  business.  however,
gol O'Quinn Into his first lawsuil,
and one in which he defended him-
self. It too, starfed atl the Univer-
sity where he was considered a
pretly “sharp™ character.
- Althoupl he claims he was an
Innaeent byztander 10on fewd that
Drwler oul al the . The: eppnai-
1ian seemed (o feslen ks allack on
him, He wax at the lime, alliouoh
o law sludent, editor of the Daily
Texan.

Soon afier he was clocled o
office, charges were hurled against
him, Ih which it was declared that
he dominaled the Dally Texan as
would @ tyrant. Artlcles of im-
peachment were filed  with
HA_:-‘:}ur Court, nnd O'Quinn weant o
trial.

Some of his fricnds asked if he
wanted the trial held behind closed
danrs o avold bad publleity, but
O'Quinn grobbed the legal bull by
tire horns, and admitted the charges
apainst him. declaring he was edi-
tor of the poper and could conirol
the publicity. And ihat he did. Tt
wi sproead all over the eampus.

The Incident aflracted gn much
atteation  that the trisl sile was
transferred to the Univergity YMCA
where more space  was available

for the student body, and  where
O'Quinn won his case,

One  charge  ngninst him o was
dropperd at the 5 of the tr nnil

the Menor Coort aequitted Bim on
NULEETAL l'|1|'|('| ertinls,  All he had
ta do in winning was the show, by
University rules, that the editor was
rexpongible for the production of
the poper and for s policy. The
rules did nel state what the policy
tnd 10 Be, The trinl consumed so
much of his lime, howewer, that it

ihe

O'Quinn: From newsman fo Austin City Aftarney
i

added to his stay in law schonl. He
was one of the last of his class ta,
Eraduate.

O'Quinn started to the Universily
in the fall of 1% ond didn't grad-
uate until 1832 the depth of the
depression, During  his  schoal
yoears, he held down more Jobiz b
a three-armed end man ln o mins-
tral shiovar,

He taught fencing. earresponded
for the Beaumant Enterprise, work=
ed fis a cierk in the Stale Archives,
kept bBooks for the Stale Highway
Diepartment.  got  married, super-
vised the press box st Alemorial
Staditin and taught physical edu-
cation at camps during his summer
wvacation. He- held five of the jobs
at_one {ime.

He got his job with the highway
depariment thropgh Goverpor 1an
Mondy. When OQuinn Tirst ciume
1o Auslin, he starled to work for
The Austin American.-covering rhi
courthause run.  MMondy wos
triet aftorney and the two ﬂlruu
up o warm friendship.

‘Then one vacation, while ﬁﬂmlm
Wis mching  physical  eeduaes
the camp folchyl up [PRTE | 1
wihol w joh, e ealled an Gover-
nor Mondy, whn, U'qulll" L L, A1
tern called on Gib Gilchrist, stale
hichway engineer and now  presi-
dent of Texns A&M Collepe. whio
[onned the future cily oltornes @
Luakkeeping jobs,

While galng tn schenl in Ansting
O'Quinn retained his resfdemes ol
Beaumont, nmel sddly en
haps Football  playersLegtisl
Peppy Blount tonk peinlers from
the cily attormey) he wos clecled
to open derm in the Legislature by
the pesple of Denumont i 1RO
while he was still o student.

The previnuz year he marcied
Hazel Hedick, n pgraduate of the
Uruivm-m!y sehonl of journalism and
for o lime rdvertising writer for
E. M. Secarbrough & Son, local Me-
pariment #tore. They have two
clhl-thrcn. Kerry, 10, and Trucman
dr, T

The year after O'Quinn  gend-
unted, 1R, be travelled nbout the
entire stole looking for o pluce 1o
light. Simee he knew most of the
sinfle’s  legisintors, and  expectod
them o throw him parl of their
Business while he was gelting start-
cd, he finolly returned fo Austin
and opencd affices in the Norweod
Building. Dudley Miller, manager
of the Brown Building (but at the
lime manager of the Norwood
Dariledingy lonred O'Quinn furniture
B Lo his nffice, and Allorneys
Coleman Gav laaned him law books
with which 1o break the iee

1le kept his privale practice go-
ing until 1937 when he entered the
City Hall s= as=izstanl eily aflorney.

In LED, City Allaraey A L. Lave
I LR HARHTIT ] (J'Q:ﬂ:lll: e up
I nlr the vaeaney, e has been

fiere every sinee execpl for abot
o "yenrs dn the Army, starling in
142, About six months of the time
wais gpeil ina hospital after o wall
eavied fnown him i Holland.

"Quinp =000 loves Law as a pro-
T e, s his iy wiglory in fhe
revent cily Ly Fe-npheaisnl st
will festify the won the =olt within
i minutes  after  the  hoorknge
stariedy, but he Bolds with the old
TETW R RT ;ld.ngu: That orwee ¥ 500
your works in prinl, ¥ou never goet
il That O, Henry book this sum-
mer might set him off agnin,

WAYNE MACKEY.

Mackey, Wayne. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 14 Mar 1948: 4.




A “frontier theater” will join the
rapidly developing amusement and
recreation area south of the Colo-
rado River. according to plans
made by the Austin Little Theater
with the acquisition of property in
'that area.

Trueman O'Quinn, president. an-
nounced the Little Theater has
bought a building site immediately
south of the Butler tract and west
~of Lamar Boulevard. The property
'has a front footage of 75 feet on
‘Toomey Street, which is entered
from' Lamar Boulevard. The lot
has a depth of 600 feet.

The organization plans io build
an old-time theater that will house
its productions and serve as a

Old-Fashioned Frontier
Theater Projected Here

recreation center. Although there
are no plans for immediate con-
struction, the Little Theater will
put a temporary cutdoor stage on
the lot and use it this fall.

Members will pitch in and clear
the site at “clean up parties” Sept.
4 and 11. At a public celebration
Sept. 17, the Little Theater will
formally take possession of its
property in the ol Spanish man-
ner, a ceremony of various sym-
bolisms. The land, a part of the
historic Isaac Decker league, was
once a Spanish grant.

The Little Theater, incorporated
in 1832, has been working toward a
permanent home for many years.
The land, purchased for $4,500 from
Jesse Boutwell and L. A. (Doc)
Burditt. was bought out of proceeds
{from “Gold in the Hills,” a hit pro-
duction this year.
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With the sale Thursday of properly at 505 East 11th
Street, a two-year dream of further memorializing O.
Henry in Austin became a budding reality.

The property was purchased by Trueman O'Quinn,
Austin city attorney, and Edmunds Travis, former co-
owner of The Austin Statesman, both of whom are au-
thorities on the life and \yorks of O. Henry.

O'Quinn said Thursday that he had been investigating
the property for the past two years with a view to estab-
lishing an O. Henry memorial on it. For it was in the frame
house there that O. Henry and his bride, the former Miss
Athol Estes of Austin, spent their honeymoon. They occu-
pied the house from 1887 to 1889,

City directories for those years, O'Quinn said, show the
house as being the residence of Will Porter, which was the
legal name of the famed American writer.

The purchasers plan to restore the cottage. which is un-
painted and in a state of disrepair, to its former appearance
and to landscape the yard as it probably appeared in the
years in which O. Henry perhaps tended it.

O'Quinn said that a suitable business—preferably a res-
taurant—would be opened in part of the house when re-
stored, and a curio and antique shop in the other part,
both on the O. Henry theme.

The house will be known as the “O. Henry Honeymoon
Cottage.”

Purchase price was §12,500. William Trenchmann, attor-
ney, and Paul O. Simms, real estate agent, acted for the
owners, the Jeanette Smith Estate, in the transaction.

EXIT O'QUINN—Afler 15 years in publie of-
fice, Trueman O'Quinn donned his hot Friday
afternoon and swapped his city attcrney's job
for private practice. Briefease in hard and

pskin” under his arm, O'Quinn, a mem=

ber of the cily legal staff since 1936 and city
attorney since 1930, left to form a partner-
ship with Auslin Attorney Harvdy Hollers, His
successor is W, T, Williams Jr., on 1l-year
legal department veteran.—{Staff photo by
Charles Taylor.)

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 29 Apr 1949: 15.
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Writer Explains Intricate Design of O’ Quinn’s Compost-Mangle

tory; collects authentic ]
relics and cherishes 1the use he gets |af a hill lanks acrass to the Uni-
‘fram them.

a

By CLARE OGDEN DAVIS
Comprtitinn may be the life of
trade, It doesn’t matter so much

whnat is said just so the nameg are,

spelied correctly.

Also. as an old eavalry officer
zaid: get there fustest with the
mostest,

These and other evident truths
have all heen impressed on me late-
iy p¥ a story which I meant tn set
tdown in my garden facts. Truly [
had a very fine yarn all ready in
tell about a lawver whn turned en-
gincer and invented a lazy man's
machine to make his posies grow
apsce,

It iz sn gond and =o efficient that
he brags abeout it. His talk about
it reached other ears while I was
il Christmas-ing, and 1 came back
to find that Trueman O'Quinn's
compost mangle is nni news boecause
[.arraine Barnes had already writ-
ten about it.

But ft IS gond. The plant prov-
entder he gets out of it would nudge
any laggard rose intn the bhest of
forrn and color and health, And
what he puts into it mostly would
otherwise go into the garbage pail

It operates on the principles of
organie gardening, relurning te the
rarth what has come out of it, en-
riched by fermentation. His own
enthusiasm is o honest that not zn
long agn he got hold af some sandv
river Inam ta put in it and deelared
the mixture “loaked gond enough
tn pat  If he was a smart Yankee
he waould patent ith

O Henry

|

This eampozt mangle of Trueman
O'Quinn's is an octagonal bax, six
feet long and 21 inches high—
knnwn in the O'Quinn home as the
“enffin.” It is eonstructed |n twa
parts: a hase which is five-eighths
“of the structure, holds the mixture;
ithere is a lid making up the nther
three-eighths. It is turned by a
handle which 1otates the whole hox.
Inside there are baffles set rdiagon-
atly in the sides.  As the “coffin®
is whirled the mixture iz thrawn
helter-skelirr, tharaughly hlended,
and the heat nf the sun sets up a
fine chemical decompasition, In twn
{0 six wecks the allay is pntent and
mnst nourishing to tiny rootlets of
any plant,

There are dnzens of growers who
beenme addicts tn arganic garden-
Ing.

by using theze fertilizers which are
rich in soil bacterins, They pnint
to the vigor and stability of trees
which ferd an the ratted leaves that
have fallen at their feel: the snil
organisms add vitamins to the grow-
ine plants,

Mr. O'Quinn has found that if he
used ordinavy garden snil as the
neeessary  stahilizer of the arange
peelings and lettuee leaves and dried
bread erusts and meat trimmings
and cnffee pronneds which go into
the parbage pails from which he

was apt to clod up. But with the
ceandy loam he  pete frem river
~washings tne mix is friable enough
Ito rot down ints a erumhbly litter
rarily adaptabhle to any earth inte
which he puis {1,
T - -

v

They swear they grow better !
and bhigger vecetables and flowers |

starts this organic enmpost, the mis !

claimed aatharity an O'Henry his

One of the interesting disenver-
irs which the Inven!nr fotnd with
his “enffin" was that there had tn
bn & balancerd drainage system in
the contraptind. A parden hase will
keep 1 damp ennugh far the fer-

menting o start, hut toen murh
water will start mold, fon.  He
solved that by horing holes, well

spaced, in the bottom half of the
box. The mass thrawn against the
baftles vearranged itself so that air
may cnter as the excess waler
drains nofl.

Mr. O'Quinn is {he sort of Texan
whn apolngizes thal his parents al-
lnwed him to be born hall a dozen
miles inside the Louisiana border.
He enrvecled that oversicht when
he was a dozen years old, and his
hillside home recks with Texas lore
and  Texas relies.  He is an ae-

L . L

and hluehonnets and Spanish bawne
nets and native asters and wild. ver.

ihenas.

The hause hie has built on the top | it is constructed from Texas lumber |The slape dawn from the house to [:
and stome and graced here and there [the street has heen allowed to gZrow |1
'versity from which he gradusted; with parts of historic Texas hames. jup wilh rative cedars and cacti (]



0'Quinn’s Name'
Linked in State
Senate Election

By 'The Capitol Staft J

Former City Attorney Trueman
O'Quinn‘s name has heen mentlon-
ed in lang-range political discus-

siont as the sixth possible contender
for the Texas Senate in the new!
Austin distrlet, but without con-
firmation frem O'Quinn himself,

Next year's primaries and elee-
tlon will ba In a disirict made up
af Travis, Williamson and Bastrop.
Four HINl Country countles, includ-
ing Llano, home of Senator Carlos
Ashley, were put In other distriets,
gso that Sen. Ashley, it he seeks
ra-glection would not compets In
this distriet. _

Both Travis County House mem-
pers, Pearce Johnson and Jonnie
B. Rogers, have sald they Intend
to run for senator. Alsn, Repre.
sentallve Frank Svadlenak of Wil.
liamson County sald he is “definite-
ly interesied” In the Senate con.
test. Represcniative Bll) Woodsof
Elgin, whose counly has heen
brought into the new district, was
thinklng it over, without commit-
ment. Former Representalive Oble
Jones of Austin also has told friends
he -1s considering a race for this
office.

Atty. O'Quinn has parried ques-
tions, without any commitment for
or against the race. Some of the
other "prospectives” said they have
heard rumors he would be a rival
in this Democratic Primary race
next summer,

P isemdan Al Y [ PR,
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Q. Henrf Treated Women
In Writing as He Did in Life

O Henry, the author, treated women in much the same manner
as_ Willinm Sydney Porter, the man, treated them, Trueman
O'Quinn, former city attorney, told members of the University
Ladies Intermediate CGroup Wednesday nfternoon, "0 Henry's
treatment of women was fair and intelligent, and he understood

them enough at least to fool other
men Into thlnkll;g he was well-
versed In reasons behind their ace
tlons,” Mr. O'Quinn stated.

. He continued by saying O Henry |
was liked by women, nnd In turn,
he liked them, The suthor was de-.
scribed by Mr. O'Quinn as being
quict, reserved, given 1o silent
laughter nnd generally well-dressed.

*O Henry had great respect for
haughly women, and his {feminine
characters were usunlly of flery
timber,” the speaker commented.

“The women In O Henry's storles
wore grey most often, although they
did wenr other colors, such as the
one in *The Purple Dress,” the first
story written by Mr. Porter as O
Henry,” the speaker sald.

Some of the actlons of women in
O Henry's stories were no doubt
reflections of the women in Mr.
Porter's own lile, according to Mr.
O'Quinn.

Ilis first wife was Athol Estes,
whom he met and marrled in Aus.
tin, when the author was 25, and
Athol, 18,

Athol had a high temper, but she
alsn had understanding, and 1t is
believed ihat the Della, =n -well-
known from “The Gift of the Magi,”

offlcers,

was much like Athol, Mr. O'Quinn
reported.

The spcaker based his talk, "0
Henry's Treatment of Women,” nn
facls gathered for a beok he plans
to write nbout the author,

He was introduced by Mrs, Rob-
ert Apple, chairman of the DBook
Circle, which was In charge of the
program,

Preceding Mr, O'Quinn’'s talk, a
brief business scssion was conduct-
ed by Mrs. M. M, Burlage, prosl-
dent.

Members were reminded of the
April style show and elecllon of

[
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Trueman O'Quinn, lawyer and
former city attorney, Thursday
night made a television appeal to

"pusinessmen candidates for "the
[City Council in Saturday's elec-
Iticm who have been endorsed by
the Charler Protective Association.
l'i‘he:r are Evans Swann, Place 1;
Gary Morrisan, Place 2; Ted Thomp-
son, Place 3: C. A. McAden, Place
4, and Wesley Pearson, Place §.

THESE MEN, AS a new Clty
Council, O'Quinn declared, *will
provide the city government with
the leadership td open the doors
for greater growth and develop-
ment” of Austin./

“The majority of our people,” he
sald in his telecast, “are convinced
that it wa eleét five business men
to the council, none of whom has
any political ambitions beyond the
desire and willingness*lo serve, we
will see a tremendous change for
the " better "In Austin, beginning
almost at once,”

O'Quinn urged voters who may
‘have considered wvoling for “the
leader of the anti-charter group,”
to consider the disturbing factor
this candidaie has been on .fhe
council. He: referred to Council-
woman Emma Lohg, who led the
recent fight against charter amend-
ments, without naming her. -«

“These voters,” he sald, “I' be-
lieve, want Independent thinkers
. « » but they have been led to be-
lieve that a person who canstantly
keeps trouble stirred up, who per-
sistently takes a contrary view
merely because it may scem polit-
jcally expedient, who publicly
abuses and bemeans others who are
unable ‘or unwilling to fight back—
that such a person Is en independ-
ent thinker. :

sure that the ‘'outward evidence of
independence is not false and mis-

-

| Austin voters to support the five o

“*“But" he added, "I want to be,

leaging. I-want to. know that the

Trueman 0'Quinn Urges
Election of CPA Group

person . . . is honest in his convie-
tions."

HE PAID TRIBUTE to the late
. B. -Bartholomew and {ormer
Councilman Simon Gillis as coun-
cllmen who had been truly inde-
pendent thinkers on the council.
There were others, too, he sald,
“but never did one of them . ..
publicly announce that he wanted
to get contral of the Clty Council
s0 he could dictale to the rest of
the city. .

"Never did I know one .of them
to oppose critically needed amend-
ments to.our Charter merely be-
cause he felt that adoption of the
amendments would defeat his own
selfish ambltion, and thwart his
struggle for pewer and. prestige.
Never did I know one of them to
stir up controversy just lo be =&
trouble.maker, or publicly abuse
and myjstreat cily emploves or other
persons who were unwilling or un-
able to fight back.”

"

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 03 Apr 1953: A6
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A struggle for control of Demo-

cratic Party machinery is being
quictly waged these blistering days
in 24 of the county's 69 voling
precincts,
" There are that many contested
precinct chairmanship campaigns
to be decided in the July 24 pri-
mary.

Most are clearly drawn contests
between Ihe parly’s conservalive
wing which generally follows the
leadership of Governor Allan Shiv-
ers, and the liberal anti-Shivers
faction.

At slake is majorily control of
the County Democratie Executive
Committee, which is made up of
precinet chairmen.

The committee now is firmly in
the grasp of the conservative
wing under the counly chairman.
ship of J. M, Patterson Jr.

Also 1o be decided a week from
Saturday by the counly's voters
is a successor te Patlerson. The
county chairman is not sceking
reclection, preferring to give full
time to his law praclice.

Out after his_job are former
«city .atlorney. Trueman ..0'Quinn,
the conscrvative faction candidate,
and G. L. Huckaby., Huckaby is
tagged the li'!:cr?_l staudnfrd bearer.

------ | PSR —

Demo Control
Battle Raging

West Avenie, nnd Aaron Schal-
fer, 414 West 32nd.

Precinet 230: Fagan Dickson,
3200 Bowman Avenue, and J, Sam
Winters, 2406 Greenlee,

Precinct 231: Otto F. Salcher,
2008 Avenue C, and J. E. Peck,
Box 4044,

’I‘rccinct 232: Chester C. Burat.
ti, 303 Fast 43rd, and Stunrt Long,
813 Park Boulevard,

Precinet  235: Arch  Braswell,
1306 Houston, and Ed Felder, 1206
Payne Avenue,

Precinet  236: Henry Ramsey,
4617 Shoalwood, and Earl Gough,
4803 Shoalwood.

Precinet 238: James C. Jones,
838 Georgian Acres, and Floyd
Merrit, 512 Croslin,

Precinet 239: Chesler V. Smith,
1005 Taulbee Lane, and Betly J.
Nunley, 1704 Richcreek Road.

Precinet 301; Jim Fritts, Route
2, and Mrs, -Hugh Leiper, 1700
Rabb Road. ’

Precinet 322: Truman E. Fergu.
som, 2500 Radel, and 8. M. Thomp-
son, 2024 South Lamar,

Precincl 323: S. E. Dahlstrom,
Route 2, and Dr. Charles D.
Peavy, Litlleficld Building,. ... _ .

TRUEMAN
O'QUINN

y

Qualified To Serve As

COUNTY.
CHAIRMAN

Democralic Executive
Cammittea

1. Supervised Elections. ..

11 yeors fer Ciy ef Auviting
Army Judgs Advocoie 3% yeon,
overieon dividea voling officer,
Ewrapeen Theoled.

2. Procticing Lawyer...

13 yeers in Trovis Counly with
knowledge of election laws; ot-
tlve Im Demacratlc cenvanilens
and ether Pariy Interasts,

3. Presiding Officer, ..

of mony professlonal end elvie
organitations (Travis Bory Teaes
Cily Athomeys; Junbor Siote Bos;
Reierve Officers; Civic Theater,
ale]

ELECT

TRUEMAN
O'QUINN

County Chairman

[Fal, Adv. pald for by
Frignds &f Trueman &'Quinn)
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0'Quinn

Asks Dem
Joh Again

Chairman Only
Aspirant in Race

Trieman 0'Quinn, Travis Coun-
vy Democratic chairman, said Mon-
day he will file during the day,
hefore the midnight deadline, for
A new term as chairman,

Nn nther aspirant in the posi had
applied for a place on the ballot,

Candidalex for counly chairman
and precincl chairmen are re-
quirerd lo file for & place on {he
July ballat, the same as aspiranls
[or public office,

However, in these cases, if no
vandidate has filed by the deadline
for official places, addilional dayvs
are allowed for someone Lo put his
name on the hallel,

0'Quinn said he was celebraling
his hirthday “in my lower middle
thirties," by filing for a full term
as counly chairman, His filing is
simplified by the facl that he files
it with himself,

He succeeded Mike Butler as
vchairman, when Butler was made
a member of the Democratic Slale
Fxecutive Commillee succeeding
rcﬂm_l_gd J. ’M Pattersom Jr,

- SRR T DU DI TN DR 1T,
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Seipt Promoted
In Army Reserve,
0'Quinn Reporis

Henry M. Seipt Jr. of 1810 Tread-
well Street, director of the en-
gineer branch department of the
4101 US Army Reserve School in
Austin, has been promoted to the
rank of Heutenant colonel.

Colonel Trueman E. 0O'Quinn,
eommandant of the school, an-
nounced Seipt's promotion At the
same lime he disclosed plans for
further expansion of the school.

Col. 0'Quinn said new courses
in civil affairs and military gov-
ernment will be offered to Army
Reserve officers will be started
soon at the USAR Armory, 4601
Fairview Drive,

The school also will continue
instruction in command and gen-
aral stalf, judge advocate general,
ordnance, engineering, milltary po-
lice, armor and medical branch
courses, 'he colonel added,

e s N —

'i'lwo 0. Henry Houses

Headed for Shoal Creek

Ry LORRAINE DARNES

The way was cleared Tuesday
for the reloeation of two O, Henry
houses to form a permancnl me-
morlal tn the beloved shorl story
writer who lived in Auslin from
1884 {o 1898,

The memorial will be ereated on
a city-owned tracl of wooded lan
on the old Shosl Creck culolf west
of Lamar Boulevard and a few
blocks north of 24th Street,

While the Cily Parks and Ree-
reation Board had objected lo
placing a building on this site,
Mayor Tom Miller said the Coun-
cil-approved plan has been worked
out amicably. The new lilerary
shrine will combine Q. MHenry's
“Honeymoon House,”"” where Will
Porter (the author's real name)
lived after his marringe to beauti-
ful Athol Estes in 1847, and the
present 0, Henry museum al 409
East Fifth Street.

Miller announced a lefter is be-
Ing sent Lo the parks board saying
the combined memorial and its
location on the Shoal Creck site
will best serve the public. The
present O. Henry museum is a
nationally known lilerary shrine
atlracting 3,500 visitors a year.'

Mrs. Goodall Woolen, who with

her husband, the late Dr. Wanlen,
gave the city a troct of land ad-
jacenl to Lamar Boulevard, has
approved the plan for the new
memorial, the mayor snid. She re-
ealled that her husband had gone
lo school with Athol Eses, amd
the Wooten family had long heen

ad |interesied in the life and works

of the shorl story wriler.

Miller also announced that Her-
man Becker Jr., donor of the pres-
ent O. Henr,;é museum  bullding,
approves combining the two houses
on the new site, The museum prop-
erty, which the city maintains with
a cuslodian in charge, was ac.
quired by Becker and moved [rom
Easl Fourth Streel lo the Easl
Fifth block in 193, This house —
Lhe last in which O, Henry lived
in Austin — was moved, painted
amd improved at Becker's expense.

The City Council appraved re-
location of the muscum after clear-
ing the plan with its donor.,

“Honeymoon - House” qill be
maved from the 500 block on East
11th Street within a few days, The
hause, purchased some years ago
by Trueman O'Quinn lo prevent
its destruction, was acquired by
the Austin Herltage Soclety as a

4gilt from Dr, Z, T, Scott,

The society will move the house,
paint and improve it wilhout ex-
pense to the city, Miller sald,
Plans are under way lo refurnish
the interior in _the style of O.
Henry's day, The museum alsc
includes period furniture, pictures,
copies of O. Henry's newspaper,
“The Ralling Stone,” and an orig:
inal 0. Henry leller.

0’Quinn
Is Again
Chairman

By WRAY WEDDELL JR.

Heeman Jones, apparently eap-
tured  the Sl District  Court
hench by a ¢lifl hanging margin
in Saturday’s Democralic primary
while Shewilf ‘T, 0. Lang raced
impressively 1o reelection withont
a runalf, .

Travis Blakeslee held a narrow
lerl in o hotly-contested  tliren-
wiy riaee for County Court-at-Law
Julge with o runoff assuared,

Counly Democratic  Chairman
Trueman O'Quinn won reeleclion

(thandily, turning back a liberal-

wing challenge from Stuart Long,
Capitol Hill newsman and hus-
hand of former city councilwoman
Emma Long. .
Voting was heavy in perfect po-

Hitieal wenther,
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Citizens Protest

in the kills above the friendly
Colorado Friday.

The messages they pave were:
“Let ihc Tonkawa rest in peace
In the Happy Hunting Grounds.
White Man, lcave our teepee and
go home."

The Tonkawas, almost forgotien
in the rush of history, Friday were
getting more comment from Indi-
vidual Austinites than they had
since they used to extend the
patm of peace to early Central
Texas white settlers. Or go skulk-
ing through the cedar brakes to
lay a tomahawk up against the
scalp of an unsuspecting hunter.

The reason for all thiz fuss

descendants live In Oklahoma?

! The Lake Study Committee ap-
pointed by the City Council to sug-
gest a name for the lnke in down-
town Austin (Town Lake) Thurs-
day came up with a recommenda-
tion of Lake Tonkawa. The re-
verberation on the cholce has
been like the beat of the tom-tom
at a tribal dance.

There's even a dliference of
opinion over the spelling. Gregg
Monroe, 2201 South Lamar, com-
mented: “No one will ever get
the spelling right. Even its boost-
ers say it can be spelled Tonka-
wah, Tonkawa or even Tonkewn.
So how can our school children,

TonkaWhat Lake?

Smoke signnls were rising up|about an Indlan tribe whose fewor our visitors, expect to know?"

Here’s a sampling of other
thoughts, from the mayor on down
ithe line:

MAYOR LESTER PALMER:
"My personal reaction is that I
stiil prefer the name of Town
‘Lake given us by Reporter Bill
Woods."

J. FRANK DOBIE, historian: “I
think Town Lake is all right. I
sce no reason to eall it Tonkawa.
You may as well call it Comanche,
Caddo or some other Indian
name."

TRUEMAN O'QUINN, attor-
ney: I think it's horrible.
There's nothing romantic about a

band of nomadic, naked savapes
who survived on wild game and
berries and practleed cannibalism
on the bodies of thelr fallen ene-
miles, As far as historical signifi-
cance, they had none, They were
a small, insignificant tribe,”

W. W. NEWCOMB JR., direc-
tor of Texaz Memorial Museum:
“It's a very appropriate name to
me. I think it s a good selection
because the Tonkawas were in
this vicinity to start with,”

METOHY AT T AP FTvrer sews.  alr
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Ever since the name “Lakeunclvillzed band of naked savages
Tonkawn" hit the City Counctl ll'l-'in;: on wild gume and berries,
with something less than the a who had not even ndvanced far

enough  to  practice apricullure,
penl of an Indian love cnll, AuSund who engaged In  ritunlistie
tinites have been tapping t

cannibalism on the bodies of thelr
typewrilers like tomtoms. slain enemles?" aske O'Quinn,

Most of the reaclion has been| So there you have it, View One
against the name, with citizens|and View Two,
prelerring somothing mere *ins| "Town Lake anyone?
digenoes” 1o the region: Lamar,
Longhorn, Matle, el al

So the hasswe over what o
name that dnmmed body of watet

downtown flows on. llere are o
couple of the newest ripples of

Monday:
Dan Hemingson, lodge chiel of
the Boy Scout Tonkawa Lodge,

Order of the Arrow, says the
Tonkawa Indinns were a tribe
which lived near Bastrop.

“The Tonkawan Indians woere
scouls for the Texas Rangers and
fought slde by side with the white
mean against the comnnches. With-
out the help of the Tonkawn Indi-
ans, the Rangers would probably
nol have killed the Comanche
chief, Pohibltquasho, commonly
known as Ieon Shirt,"

Trueman O'Quinn, Austin at-
torncy and one of the arca's moast
enthuslastic amateur historians,
takes qulte a different view.

“The Tonkawns (Tonknwega,
Tancaoye, Taneaguss, Tanchun,
Tanquaay, Titskanl who called
themselves “Ulckanwatic, were &
emall, nomadie tribe just passing
through Insolar as the extended
history of the Coloradoe fs con
cermed, and had only an Incldental
geographical tle fo this ares, but
without true historical slgnifi-
cance elther in Spanish, Mexican,
or Anglo seitlement in the area.

* ‘Romanlic appeal?” What Is
romantic or appealing about an

Lieulenant Colonel Parker C. Field-

er, lefl, Universily of Texas law two will be
professor, and Colonel Trueman
O'GQuinn, Austin atlorney, draw pellate procedure to military courts

plans for the annual Judge Adve- of appeal.

cate General School to be held July lawyers in the Army Reserve, are

4-19 at Fort Bliss in El Pasn. The expecied to

J AG School Plans Complete

Final plans for conduet of (hewill be given 110 students, ally
Judge Advecate General Annu-|lawyers in the Army Reserve.
al Summer School at Fort Bliss[who have been trained in th
July 518 were completed this[winler months at their loc
week by the siaff of (he 4161si|units, The summer course con-
Austin Army  Reserve Schoollsists of 84 hours of leclures,
under divection of Colonel True- |practical  exercises, research
mEn O'Quinn, commandant  of [and demonstralion.
the Austin Reserve unit. Col| Lisutenant Colonel Parker
°Quinn, Austin allerney, is{Figlder, training officer for the
Demactatic county chairman, |Austin School and professor of

The Austin Army Reserve|law at The University of Texas, |
School s the responsilde unit|will have charge of the irain-
for conduct of traimng for allling program al Fort Bliss
Judge Advocate reservists  ingAmong the 20 qualified legal in-
1he Fourth Army areg, compris- strnclors will be Major Frank
ing Texaus, Louisiana, Arkan:|Ellioll, University law  profes
S5, OElahoma, and New Mexi-| sor, and Major Harry Vine, Aus-
en. Training for the Army Tte-[tin aftorney, both of whom are
sorve lawwvers heging ol Fort|reserve officers wilh  the  1st
RBliss July 3, twl Col. O'QuinngJAG Detachment in Auslin.
will take an advance group lo; The stafl of the 41651 USAR
the training sile June 28, {Unil at Fort Bliss will consisl

Tratning in midlilary appellate of 10 offlicers and 16 enlisied re-
procedure for the Military Court servists, all of them from (he
of Appezls and Appeals Boards|Auslin area.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 23 Apr 1962: 1.
The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 14 June 1964: A19.

two-week active duly training in ap-

Arntersrasstacesnaan SIUFL

administrators for the

Same 110 students, all

attend.

Accompanying  Col.  O'Quinn
ta El Paso in the advance par-
r will be Licw. Col. Fielder,
faster Sergeant Leslie G
Kunze and Sergeant First Clasg
Wesley J. Marling, both of Aus
tin, and Sergeant First Clasg
tdgar D.. McMurry who is as
igned to a branch of the Aus
n Reserve School at Bryan,




w(iHenry
Era Idea
For Site

What was once the site of the\

home of novelist O, MHenry is
Biving way to a 28.unit apart-
ment building —but not without
relaining the atmosphere of the
0. Henry era.

The development is being

ramrodded by real estate man!
Frank Montgomery and auor-}
ney ‘Trueman O'Quinn — the:
latler an expert in the life and|

works of O, Henry,

“"We are going to try 1o cre-
cate an altmosphere reminiscent
of the era in which 0. Henry
lived,” O'Quinn and Montgom-
cry said of the site at 501 Fast
11th Street.

}

il o

0’Quinn Passes Up
Appeals Court Bid

Trueman 0'Quinn, Democrat.
ic County Chairman for
Travis County, announced Fri-
day he will seck reelection o
that post instead of running
for chief justice of the Court of
Civil Appeals for the Third
Supreme Judicial District.

In a stalement announcing
his deciston not fo run for the

court position, O'Quinn said,
“I am grateful for the Interest
throughout the district In my
possible candidacy and T want
to thank everyone who has of-
fered support and encourage-
ment.,

“In deciding not to run 1
had to consider carefully my
own personal and professional
commitments and obligations
and o recognize the appalling
demands of money and time
required lo make a campaign
which would be beyond my
means or resources.”

0'Quinn has been an attor-
ney for 33 years and Democra-
tic County Chairman for 12
years.

0'Quinn’s oifice accepled
Friday applications from 17
persons sceking election as
precinct chairmen, Nine in-

cumbents filed for reelection.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 18 Nov 1965: 422,
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 05 Feb 1966: 15.
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“..‘(j’Quiml_ Pt_ﬂls Out

Of Judge’s Race -

The Democratic nominatlon
for judge of 128th Disl. Court
appareolly narrowed more
closely 1o two men Friday fol-
lowing an announcement by
rounty chalrman Trueman 07«
Quina that he was withdrawing
from consideration,

Figuring most prominently

up.”
Blackwell announced carlier
In the weoek thol he would ag-
tively seek the nominatlon and
hos written o letier presenting
himsell as-a-candidale o the -
Democratie precinct chalmman,
Meyers; who is being boomed
by alterneys and: some mem-
Lers of the executive commil-
tee, says he wauld “accepl”™ &

for the naminatlen, ene week |opouoiion hut Is mol actively

before the Oct. & Democratic
execulive commilice meeling,
were altomey Jim Meyers and
Dist. Atly. Tom Blackwell.

It would appear . however,
thatl neither man- has (he nomi-
nafion race sewed up, as
names of other possibles—atlior-
nevs Gibson Rondle and Alvis
Vandygriff and County-at-daw
Judge David McAngus—con-
tinued 1o clreulate,

O'Quinn announced jusi be-
fore noon Friday thal he was
withdrawing 8s a candldate for
the district court bemch 10 be
vacated by Judge Jack Roberis
on Oel. 3, .

In a letter 1o the 76 precinct
chalemen who compose the
executive committee, 0'Quinn
salds

"1 do nel wish 1o ba nominal-
ed for district judge; so please
do nol constder me for nomina-
lion al our Ocl. 8 meeling."

0'Quinn was believed to have
had ensugh votes for a momina-
tion an the first ballot,

0'Quinn gave no additional
Teason for his surprise with.
drawal other than to say, “1 just
changed my mind and I'm not

working for the nominatlen him-
sell, -

A letler from some precinct
ichalrmen endorsing Mevers is
being readied for 8 malling
carly next week (o all mem-
hers of the exceuflve commilice,

Republicans, who have no
immediate plans to nominale a
candidate, sald enrlier in the
week thot they would be sirong.
I¥ in favor of Meyers' recciv.
Ing the Democralic nomination.

There has been no word from
Gov. Jolin Connnily whethbr.
an inferim appolntes will be
made, Roberts” move to the
federal beneh Oct. 3 would
leave the 136t Court bench
open until as lale na Dec.

1 if Connnlly does not name an
inlerim appeiniee.

Az Ttobertz §s vacaling tha
bench more than 20 days before
the general clection, candidntes
can be nominated by certified
parlics for the Nov, § general
election ballsl.

Ttoberis has wo years re-
maining on his term ns o dis-
trlet court judge. *,

AHer announcing his with-
drawal, 0'Quinn safd he wis nol

rerfain that T ever hod it made

endorsing dnother candidafe,
nor would he eampalgn for any
ather candidnle,

""As chinlrman, T don't believe
I should be campalgning for
anybody,” O-Quinn said,

O'Quinn hos siressed the -
partante of all Democralic pre-
vinct cholrmen belng presant al|
the Oct. B nominollon sesslon, |

Proxies will not be: allowed .
and halloting will be secret, -
IFQuinn sald, !

CAROL McMURTRY Staff Writer. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 30 Sep 1966. 1.
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Trueman O’Quinn

Gets Appeals

By GLEN CASTLEBURY
Stall Wriler

Travis Counly Demaocratie
Chalrman Truemon O'CQuinn
was appolnted Mondoy o tha
Third Court of Civil Appeals.

Gov. Johin Connaiy mmme’
0'Quinh to the assoelate justice
| position vacated by John Phil-
[lips who became chiel justice
|after the retirement of Roy C.
Archer.

'Qulnn Immedialely an-

nounced his resignation as parly

:halrmnn and called a coundy
mmlim commitiee meeting to
cheose his successor,

0°Quinn =aid the commiliee
would mect Wednesday al 4
pm. In the 147th Dist. Court-
T,

The Gl-year-old O'Quinn iz an
allorney, 2 former Jeglslator,
formes Austin clly atlosney and
an ex-newspaperman, He is an
authorlly on the life and works
of authar O, Hlency.

O'Quinn, & close friend of the
pgovernar, has held the Demo-
cralie party chairmanship here
for seven lerms,

The coilest for fhat jols was
alveady underway, There were
repirts over the weckend that
leaders of the conservalive ele-
menlts of the Travis pary
were rounding up supporl {or
allorney Hob Sneed,

Sneed is allied with the
O'Quinn majorily on the 78
member counly executive com-
miftee. Sneed was appodited
by Gov, Connally to the siale
TPublic Schiol Ladd Board,

There was also a draft report-
gd underway ameng the lib-
oral members of the commilcs
for newsman Sluarl Long. Long
sald he was “availoble i the

commiler wonds me" but was |

100 busy with (e opening of the
jLegislature 1o camprign for the
| jol,

{ 0'Quinn hiwl been rumored
{o be n prospect for the Thicd
[Court bench, e was men-
{tioned efien lust spring a8 4
possible eandidate in the race
againat Fhillips,

0*Quinn's nanwe plso was
prominenl last fall before the
governor appeinted Judge Jim
Meovers to the 128h Dist. Conirl
bench vacated by Federal Dist
Judpe Jack Roberls,

0'Quinn had a distinguished
newspaper coreer before he be-
came an allorney. fe began his
newspapering In U early 1620s
on the Beaumont Enlerprise
with a $¥ a week job.

He stuck with the Enlerprise
until eoming to The Austin
American and the Universily of
Texns in 1526,

Post

Amapg his fiest jobs with The
American was covering the

‘Travis Coumy Courthouse, Here

lve sirock up a warm friendship
with Dist. Atly. Dan Moody.
e was olected editor of {he
Daily Texan at UT in 1928,
O'Quinn stayed in school des-

‘pite the Great Depresslon by

halding down bis nevspaper Job
and jobs with the State Ar-
chives, the Highway Depari-
mtent and the eniversity (where

he supervised the press hox ol

the foolball stadium and
lnughi physical educalion).
O'Quinn malntained Lis rosi-
denge-oforegords in Beawmont
durkig his Universily davs.
This apparcnlly set well with
{See POST, Page R)

Amerigmm-iinkesmen i
TIRUEMAN DQUINN
Gmng to appellate coort.
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® POST

{Coolinoed from Tage 1)

the volers of Deaumont who
clected him to the Legislature
In 1913,

O'Qulnn spent only one term
In the statehouse. After fimlsh-
ing the University iin 1032, lse
travelled aboul the enlire siplz
loaking fer a pluce to light,

But (e Depression was in Us
worsh iy and opportunilics
were limiled. O'Quinn returned
to Auslin aml sel up private law
praclice in the old Norwoo:d
DBuilding. He boreowed office
furnifure from the manazer of
the ballding and an armiodd ol
Iaw boaks from Coleman Gay,
O'Quinn joined the city hall
legal stall in 191%, In 1039 he
suceesded A, L. Love ag city al:
torney.

In M2 O'Quinn lell cilty hal
for the Army. He served as
divishn judge advocate of th
1003t Alrbarie in Evrope. He
participiled in four campaigns
and served with secupation
troops In Germany. ks decora
lions include the Bronze Star.

He relurned io the clly attor
ney's job after the war. He re
signed in 1951 1o go inlo prac
llee wilh Handy Haollers, e
later practiced by himselr,

0'Quinn’s Inlerest in tha 1h
af 0. Henry began diring his

law schoo] days. Since then,
O'Quinn g wrillen many
arlicles en (ke author and ha:
compiled an impressive array

of memarabllin,

Iis Iniest effor! al preserving
Ihe lilstary of O. Henry wos the
development of an apariment
complex just enst of the Capito
Ruilding, O. Henry louse Is
decorated in the mode of the
nithor's days in Austln and fin
cludes many artifacts 0'Quinn
salvaged from Q. Henry's
homes and jobs here.

O'Quing s marricd o the
former Hazel Hedick wham e
nied during lels Unlversity days.
|Ti1|.".'r' Tuive 1wo soos,

e e . oo

GLEN CASTLEBURY Staff Writer. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.

.. 09Jan 1967: 1.
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EyHARRIETHUBBARD
Staff Writer
Many  descendants  of
friends, neighbors, and

relatives of writer William
Sidney Porter were prescnt at
the O. Henry Museumn Sunday
afternoon for the dedication of
an historical marker at the
house: where the man who
used the pen name 0. Henry
lived while in Austin in the
1890s.

The background and history
of the one-story wooden [rame
house at 509 E. 5th St were
recounted by Judge Trueman

O'Quinn, an expert on O,
Henry's  (William  Sidney
Porter) life.

Porter was a pharmacist,
musician, drafisman and bank
teller while in Austin in the
18305 and 18%0s, the associate
justioe of the 3rd Texas Court
of Civil Appeals explained.
Forter's job as a bank teller
ended with accusations of
embezzlement He was
eventually  convicted  and
served a term in an Ohio
federal ~prison, where he
published his first shott story
under the 0. Henry" name,
the judge added.

The house stood at 308 E. 4th
St. while Porter lived in it
with his wile and daughter,
Judge O'Quinn sald. Tt was
moved to jts present site on
Sth Street in 1934 when it was
opencd a5 a museum.

The land on which it is now
located was one of the original
public  squares or  parks
indicated in the 1839 plan of
the City of Austin. The area
was called Brush Sgquare, after
SB. DBrush, & prominent
Austinite of the mid 18005, Dr.
Ermma Lou Linn of the Travis
County  Historical ~ Survey
Committee told the group.
Harris Brush, grandson of 5.B.
Prush, helped Dr. Linn unveil
the historical marker, and his
dapghter, Mrs. Betty Brush
Ross, a member of the Q.
Henry  Muscum  Advisory
Board, read the inscriplion
describing the writer's life.

Also  dedicated was the
“athol Stome,” a windowsill
from the Smith house on West
13th Street on which Porter
had ecarved the name of his
future wife as he was waiting
for her to meet him for a
bugey ride, Mrs. Ralph A
Bickler explained to  the

O. Henry Friends, Relatives
Gather Here for Ceremony

gathering of about 75 persons.
Mrs. Bickler's late hushand
had lived near Athol Estes as
a child. Athol was a friend of
several Smith daughters and
visited the house often, Mrs.
Bickler added.

The windowsill s made of
stone rescued from charred
rermnants of the first stone
state Capitol, a sign above its
display table in the museum
siys. The 5Smith house was
purchased several years ago
by Dr. James R. Alexander
Ir, who worked with Austin
Parks and Recreation
Department to have the sill
removed and placed in the 0.
Henry Museum.

Advisory board chairman
Dr. Jenny Lind Porter, a
poctess and chairman of the
Enplish department of
Huston-Tillotson College, read
portions of several familiar U.
Henry stories at the dedication
ceremaonies.

Others  attending,  many
dressed in long gOWTS
reminiscent  of the 18Ms,
included Jane Smodt,
granddaughter of the minister
who married Willlam Sidney
Porter and Athol Estes in the
1880s; Mr. and Mrs. Harris

Brush: Mr. and Mrs. George .

Bickler; Gretchen  Raatz,
board member and descendant
of necighbers of the Porters;
and Dorothy Nan McLlean of
| Pard.
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O'Quinn, Trueman Edgar, Sr.

=7 tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/oquinn-trueman-edgar-sr

O'QUINN, TRUEMAN EDGAR, SR. (1905-1990). Trueman C'Quinn, attorney, judge, and historian, was born in Leesville, Louisiana, on May 7,
1505, to Dallas Patrick and Florence Isabelle (O'Connor) O'Quinn. He was one of three children. In 1517 the family left Vernon Parish and moved to
East Texas. As a child, O'Quinn was active in Boy Scouts and eventually became an Eagle Scout. He graduated from Beaumont High School in
1522 and enrolled at the University of Texas that same year. O'Quinn supported himself through college by teaching fencing and writing syndicated
news stories. He also served as editor of the Daily Texan, 1927-1928. After completing his bachelor's degree, O'Quinn studied law and passad the
barin 1932. Ha remained in Austin, where he opened a private practice.

O'Quinn's interest in law led him to politics. He was elected to the Forty-Second Texas Legislature and served the 1931-1932 term as a
representative for Jefferson County. In 1936, O'Quinn was appointed assistant city attorney of Austin, and by 1939 was city attorney. With the
exception of the years he served during World War I, he held the position until 1950. During the war, O'Quinn served in various capacities. He was
a lt. colonel in the 101st Airborne Division and fought in four major battles. As Staff Judge Advocate, he supervised court-martial trials in Normandy
after the Allied invasion. He also served with the army of occupation in Germany and supervised the out-processing of German prisoners in Austria.

'Quinn stepped down as city attorney in 1950 and returned to private practice for another twenty-six years. O'Quinn also served as Travis County
Democratic Chairman for fourteen years and legal counsel for the University of Texas for two years. In 1967 Governor John Connally appointed him
to the Third Court of Civil Appeals to serve the unexpired term of Judge Phillips. Justice O'Quinn remained on the court for thirteen years before his
retirement in 1980. He is remembered for his work on health care regulations, the acquisition of land that later became Bergstrom Air Force Base,
and the expansion of Austin's park system.

Aside from legal affairs, O'Quinn was also active in civic life. He was a historian of American short story writer, William Sydney Porter, better known
as Q. Henry. For almost half a century he gathered first editions, photos, manuscripts, and other memorabilia. He donated the staggering collection
to The O. Henry Resources at the Austin History Center in 1982, a contribution without parallel. Throughout his adult life, O'Quinn wrote articles and
delivered speeches on the subject of O. Henry. In 1986 he co-authored Time fo White: How William Sidney Porfer Became O. Henry with Dr. Jenny
Lind Porter. O'Quinn's interests also included studying local history. His essay entitled "Colloquialisms along the Sabine™ was included in J. Frank
Diobie's 1937 publication Straight Texas, a collection of articles dealing with Texas history and folklore. O'Quinn held memberships in numerous
professional and civic organizations including the American Bar Association, Sigma Delta Chi, American Legion, Haritage Society, Reserve Officers
Association, O.Henry Advisory Board, and Philosophical Society of Texas.

O'Quinn married Hazel Allene Hedick on November 26, 1929. Together they had two sons, Kerry Hedick and Trueman, Jr. On January 4, 1930,
Trueman O'Quinn died in Austin of heart failure following open heart surgary. He is buriad at the Texas State Cemetery in Austin.

Austin Amencan-Siatesman, January 5, 12, 1990, J. Frank Dobie and Mody C. Boatright {eds.), Straight Texas (Austin: Texas Folklere Society., 1937). Deborah Do
Powers, The Court of Appesls at Austing 1892-1952 (Austin: State House Press, 1992). Verical Files, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at
Austin

Texas State Historical Association: https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/oquinn-trueman-edgar-sr
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Unhappy twist: O. Henry’s Austin honeymoon cottage went up in flames

@ statesman.com/story/news/2018/06/29/unhappy-twist-o-henrys-austin-honeymoon-cottage-went-up-in-flames/100226 38007

Michael Barnes

Reader Susan Wukasch writes: “l found an old paper from October 2016 and I read your Austin Found column about houses being moved, so | decided I'd ask you about
the O. Henry House.”

As a child, Wukasch remembered being told that the famous author’s house had been moved from its original site to a place on Shoal Creek Boulevard, down the hill
from Pemberton Heights and facing Lamar Boulevard where Gaston Avenue dead-ends.

“And | remember vividly driving with my family down Lamar one night — probably in the mid-to-late-1950s — when we came upon this house in flames, with firetrucks
around fighting the fire,” she writes. “We stopped and watched for a while.”

Subsequently Wukasch, whose father was an architect with a fondness for preservation, heard that the remains of the house had been moved downtown and the home
rebuilt.

“Your Austin Found column reported the house (in Brush Square) originally was downtown, not far from where it now stands, so I'm confused about why | thought it was
placed for several years a significant distance north and west of that area before moving it back,” she writes. “You say the original move was carefully documented,

leading me to wonder what | saw burning on the side of Lamar Boulevard all those years ago. Might my small-child self gotten the name of the house wrong?”

There’s no question that the O. Henry House, now a small museum, was moved to its present location in 1934, and that when O. Henry's family lived in it, the house
stood at 308 E. Fourth St., about a block away.

However, Wukasch’'s memory serves her well.

There was a second preserved O. Henry House, his Honeymoon Cottage, that stood in what was Wooten Park (Pease Park now) on Gaston Avenue. It was moved there
from the 500 block of E. 11th Street.

The new neighbors didn't like the idea of it being there, or the Heritage Society's plans to move the other O. Henry House there as well.
On Dec. 23, 1956, it went up in flames. It was actually the third fire reported at the house, each likely deliberately set. Two recently reinforced chimneys remained.
Historian Bonnie Tipton Wilson wrote a fine article on the conflagration cleverly entitled: “Somebody Around Here Wants to Start a Fire.”

https://www.statesman.com/story/news/2018/06/29/unhappy-twist-o-henrys-austin-honeymoon-cottage-went-up-in-
flames/10022639007/
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