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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS
MAy 1,2024
HR-2023-043027
TRAVIS HEIGHTS-FAIRVIEW PARK NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
1409 ALTA VISTA AVENUE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1926 house.
ARCHITECTURE

One-story Craftsman with horizontal wood siding, screened wood windows, decorative shutters, a hooded entryway with
decorative brackets, and a clipped-gable roof.

RESEARCH

The house at 1409 Alta Vista Avenue was built around 1926. Until 1947, its occupants were mostly short-term owners and
renters, including an engineer, a state highway inspector, an office manager, and a mechanic. The home was then purchased
by Frank and Lura Connolly. Frank Connolly was the editor, owner, and publisher of the Texas Tax Journal, while Lura
worked both at the journal and as a Red Cross nurse. The Connollys sold the home in the late 1950s to Anna and William
Duncum. William Duncum worked as a public school teacher.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The property contributes to the Travis Heights-Fairview Park National Register district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark
1) The building is more than 50 years old.
2) The building appears to retain high integrity.
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria:
a. Architecture. The building is a good example of modest Craftsman architecture in Travis Heights.
b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations.
¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or
a particular demographic group.
e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic,
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Strongly encourage adaptive reuse and rehabilitation, then relocation over demolition, but release the demolition permit
upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package. The Historic Landmark Commission must review plans for
new construction in National Register Historic Districts before the permit is released.
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HR 23-043027
1409 ALTA VISTA AVENUE

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying
purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey. This product has been produced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.




PROPERTY INFORMATION




Application, 2023

Occupancy History
City Directory Research, April 2023

1959
1957
1955
1954
1953
1952
1949
1947
1944
1942
1941
1940
1939
1937

William C. & Anna F. Duncum, owner — Public School Teacher
William C. & Anna F. Duncum, owner — Public School Teacher
Frank R. & Lura J. Connolly — Texas Tax Journal Publication Co.
Frank R. & Lura J. Connolly — Texas Tax Journal Publication Co.
Frank R. & Lura J. Connolly — Texas Tax Journal Publication Co.
Frank R. & Lura J. Connolly — Texas Tax Journal Publication Co., Littlefield Bldg.
Frank R. & Lura J. Connolly — Texas Tax Journal Publication Co.
Frank R. & Lura J. Connolly — Texas Tax Journal Publication Co.
Stephen C. & Virginia Sloan

Benjamin & Blanche Teter — Auto Mechanic

Marvin W. & Madelaine R. Sykes — Office Manager at Gaston’s
Marvin W. & Madelaine R. Sykes — Office Manager at Gaston’s
Marvin W. & Madelaine R. Sykes — Office Manager at Gaston’s
Hal A. & Evelyn Lindsay



1935 Aldine M. & Mattie Vaughan

1932 Robert D. & Reba White

1930 John W. & Lady Clare Summerville — Civil Engineer
1929  G. A. Good

1927

1924  Address not listed.

Historical information

View of Main Office

Welmer B. & Helen Smith, owner — Inspector for State Highway Department

The latest ﬂ|||||m|c||t s used in the main office of the Gasten firm
o ~haudle the targe volume of busincss, ‘Here” correspaidence and
dicitors ar received from the leading style centers of th nation,

It by Jensen

FREEMAN SLOCUM
Furnbshings Offlcn

MARVIN BYKES

Phetn by Jensen

View of Main Office. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973);. 19 Apr 1938: A5.

Today ... November 11th

Armistice Day

On this Armistice Day we pnuse to Salule our
fighting men, both living and dead, who have given
up their jobs, their homes, their families and even
thelr lives lo preserve our nation,

: While we can't all get in the fight, we can serve -

; our eountry by buying War Bends and Stemps and
1 doing everything in our power to assure our boys
. the neeessury weapons and supplies they need.

And We salule These Men From Our Store
o Are Serving In

THE TEXAS DEFENSE GUARD

6T MARVIN gvice
Nov* ANbniawg
W. A, MeGWIER
FFO. “GUS" GUETAFEON

' g16 CD\‘GRFSS

THEY WERE NEEDED—The Red Cross aid
station wasn't very busy when this picture
was made al City Coliseum where the Capi-
tal Area Livestock Show and Junior Rodeo
are poing on. Bul later on, the aid technicians
treated (a) a boy hlttm bv a hog, (b) a girl

who injured her leg chasing a greased pig,
(c) a boy who got a deep rope burn trying io
rope a calf, and (d) a boy with a lacerated
car. Manning the aid station are C. B. Joy of
2015 Goodrich and Mrs, F. R. Connolly of
1409 Alta Vista.—(Neal Douglass Photn.)

Display Ad 3() -- No Title. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 11 Nov 1942: A2.
THEY WERE NEEDED. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 05 Mar 1953: Al5.
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Tax Bite Increases

Frank R. Connolly’s Texas Tax
Journal has quoted the national Tax
Foundation’s summary showing that
state and local taxes per individual
have increased an average of over
50 per cent in the past 10-year period,
with Texas trailing closely below the

50% in Ten Years

which ended last year, and thus
before the actual and estimated
increases authorized by legislatures
generally this year will have begun
to show up in the statistics.

Texas likely will show a relatively
larger than average jump this year

j 3. Al o [ A D P | dabla 2 ) P

Tax Bite Increaée_s 50% in Ten Years The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 04 Mar 1967 6.

FRANCIS R. CONNOLLY
Francls R.
Slrtlh died in o loca

Neelork , -
nn:ﬂlv wns a member of Catholic ‘E.""’ml""" of All Saints

thurch gnd the Macabees. He ﬂ"lndtd piscopal Church.

the Morferk Hloh Scheol ond Coflege ond Survivors include two sisters,

wis In the milllery service for slx years

serving during World war 1.

Connolly wos owner ond editor of the

Mrs.
Aumm uml his  slster,

H.Y.
Funtml wltl l ut wﬂd-t:ﬂrlw lfuneml

Tuu! Tax Journal.

ury !mrl are bis  wile,
fﬂﬁﬂﬁ‘
Grace

Home Tuesde Dom. w
Walter 4, 6ulfﬁm <.5.P.

Rurial will be in Avslin Memarial Park.
DEATHS and FUNERALS. The Austin American (1914-1973), Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 12 Nov 1967: A4.

Cnnmllr 1400 West 20th
hospitel Sulurduv
merning, A resident of Austin for ihe ru local

4 vtors. he waos {ormerly o residen longtime resident of Austin and

ul”{hﬁﬂﬂ' of Weed-Corley Funeral Home.

| MRS, LURA CONNOLLY
Mrs. F, R. (Lura) Connolly of
1400 West 30th, died Sunday in a
hospital. She was g

Mrs, Max Marshall, San Angelo,

and Mrs. W. D, Montgomery,
Dallas; and several nieces and !
Lurg nephews.
Mr§.| | Graveside services will he

ITuesday at 11 a.m. at Austin
Memorial Park under direction

‘Rev.  Armistead Powell will
officiate,

Deaths and Services. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex. [Austin, Tex]. 12 July 1971: 26.

Permits

Gene Brazil

OWNER

1409 Alta Vista Ave

ADDRESS
PLAT 133 LOT 12 BLK 25
SUBDIVISION Travis Hgts
OCCUPANCY __ Res
OWNERS
BLDG. PERMIT # 182146 DATES-23-79  FoTIMATf _ 3,400.0

CONTRACTOR

C&FE Gomes Redisigueen %

NO. OF FIXTIRES

WATER TAP REC#

SEWER TAP REC#

Siding to res.

Siding permit — 1979

T Ty
Y Sine Seraicd

Water service permit - 1925
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