PROPOSAL

25-1
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
MAy 1,2024
PR-2024-039098; GF-2024-043965
2806 PECOS STREET

Demolish a ca. 1972 house.

ARCHITECTURE

Two-story Classical Revival house with red brick cladding, multilight windows, and thin columns supporting a partial-
width pedimented gable.

RESEARCH

The house on 2806 Pecos Street was constructed in 1972 by Barbara and W. Chapman Byrd, with the help of Ted Attal
Construction Company. The Byrds designed the building themselves and participated hands-on in its construction, with
Barbara Byrd’s uncle Ted Attal and his construction crew supervising the build. Neither of the Byrds was a construction
professional; Barbara was a homemaker and Chapman a criminal defense lawyer.

PROPERTY EVALUATION

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and
determined that it does not meet two criteria for landmark designation:

a.

Architecture. The building, displaying Classical and Colonial Revival stylistic elements, was designed and
constructed by its first owners, who—though not professionals themselves—employed the help of family
member Ted Attal’s construction company.

Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations.

Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or
a particular demographic group.

Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic, aesthetic,
cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse but release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation

Package.
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal. engineering, or surveying
purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey. This product has been produced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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COOL BLUE DOMINATES THE SPACIOUS FAMILY OO 1N THE BYRDS TOME
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Chapman baid the walkeay

Byed spotied a Baviered Far
Sale sign bddes amang the
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paesdbilii es i b prapemy.

Tie Bynds had a dresm — &
four-bedroam, 1iag-HOTY
ealonle] hoess they wambed i
bulld. They #re both Ausin
High graduaies and wasosd 10
comi hack hire" frem San
Antars, aed they'd losked &l
ever Trawis County fera plaoe
{o pst their pew heme,

W hzn ihey sz they wanied
1o Bulld, they mieant jaat dea.
Mo buliding crews were paifg
b2 B hifed, B EArpeAli=s 10

- do all the work, Chapman dnd

Barbara wire going ee bulld
the howze themselves, goided
By kor uncie, Ted Aual, a
coniraciar.

5o fhey boughi thelasd, A=d
the eransfarsalion bagin.

"It was a [o of kard wark,™
says CRap=an, shiing en the
wdm By dhe Nireplace o b
new, carpeied,  sel-aulic
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«wan 2 heliday, And we pis in

EVETY Spare msnue il we
a1 dere,

Helther af tho Dyrds had
ever bodk anyshing before hul
ihey wetr abeul s lem -
“the  bard  way, Iem
experience,” lauphs Chap-
man.

They had dosig nod vk house
and  Bashara's ssler had
drawe il. Then ihey gave Be
pierares e Alal, whe apnesd
io help Ehem. He siafied
figuring and measursg, and
beugst the Jembor, Werk
begam i camest. Chapman.
Bartara, Amil snd  otber
reletives begaa siwing and
walling wpeter the walls of
ihe house. Measshile. ihe
e pUL In g 81 el and formis
Tor the foundation.

It was cold, and hat pais af
«olfoe saw ihem chrough che B
am, e O pm. werk Thoy
were all fired. Chagman and
Burbare head w comie ek
weekend Prom Sas Antoao,
whene he praciced law, Azl
had Bla busnns 1o siend 10
during thewes,

Sl was almas seallyTa
wieiend job," sys Capman,
leoking -tied  jus  [rem
rememberisg.

“I was peafiy wearing.”
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arcund, yelllng and nalllng
things in plece, By the time we
were  Pilibed, we  were
eehauried and kad 1o force
ourselves b come oul here
and werll,"™

By the middle of February,
the foundatien was ready and
the walls, sl ceced god
rumbered by reom  and
dinectian, mare poiegeihir.,

*§a we jmaded them allana
dlbed cruck and brosght
thozt over bere. Thia wae
zssembled, just lke 2 jipaw
pazely," Barhird 4045

Work conlimeed, Saws and
SamdiErn wire Braught 1o the
house do lacliale Neshing
chares.
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Daitiag  the  1,500-prand
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the heuse, | codd jest soa it
sipeing off the. repes and
shauesing faln Uiousandy of
prpese
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FLENTY OF WINDOWS MAKE THE ROOMY KITCHEN

ACCENT THE LIVING ROOM AND DINING AREA
The dual fireplace also serves the famile room, oM a door provides kitchen aceess

By DOTTIE FISH redeeming feature visibleona

Women's Stalf dreary winter day was the

Back In January, 2808 Pecos  plentiful groves of oak trees
was just a fleld full of caliche  scatiered around the lor,

and weeds, The only But Chapmian and Barbara
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Byrd spolted a battered For
Sale sign hidden among the
brambles .and saw the
possibilities Inthe property.

The Bynds had o dream —a
four-bedroom, two-story
colonial house they. wanted to
bulid. They are both Austin
High graduates and wanted o
come back here from San
Antonie, and they'd looked al!
over Travis County fora place
to pul their new home.

When they said they wanted
to build, they meant just that.
No building crews were golng
to be hired, no carpenters 1o

*do all the work. Chapman and
Barbara were going to build
the house themselves, guided
by her uncle, Ted Aual, a
contractor.

So they bought the fand. And
the transformation began.

It was a lot of hard work,"
says Chapman, sitting on the
sofa by the fireplace in his
new, carpeted, nol-suite-
finished living room. *‘We
started Jan. 1, even though it

+was a holiday. And we put in
every spare minute until we
gotitdone,

Neither of the Byrds had
ever built anything befove,but
they were about o learm —
“the  hard way, from
experience,” laughs Chap-
man. .

partrier fn the new firm of
Byrd and. Ferrls, worked
about four days a week on the
House. tor
“And ‘we spent hours
shoveling * ot ol
caliche. and sawdust," says
Barbara ruefully.
Landscaping also had td.be-
done. Once Chapman and’
Attal had put in the driveway!
and sidewalk, there was stilla:
{See COLONIAL Page FIIE)" :

They had designed the house
and Barbara's sister had
drawn it, ‘Then they gave the
pictures to Attal, who agreed
te help them. He staried
figuring and measurng, and
bought the lumber. Work
began in earmest. Chapman,
Barbara, Attal and other
relatives began sawing and
nalling together the walls of
the house. Meanwhiie, the
men put in the steel and forms
for the foundation.

It was cold, and hot pats of’

coffee saw them through the 8
am. 1o 9 pm. work. They
were all tired. Chapman and
Barbara had to come each
weckend from San Antenio,
where he practiced law. Artal
had his business to attend to

Everyone

says Barbara. “At first, we
were 50 enthusiastic,
was  running
around, yelling and nailing
things in place, By, the time we
were finished, we were
exhausted and had 1o force
ourselves to come out here
and work.”

By the middle of February,
the foundation was ready and
the walls, all coded and
numbered by wom and
direction, were put together.

**So we loaded them allon 2
flatbed truck and brought
them over here. Then we
assembled, just like a jigsaw
puzzle,” Barbara says.

Wark continued. Saws and
sanders were brought to the
house to facilitate finishing
chores.

Mishaps, humorous In .
relraspect, weren't lunny
then.

Getting  the  1,500-pound

" marble sunken tub upstairs

wasn't easy, “We had to take
out the wall by the staircase —
we didn't have the sheeitock
on yet, thankfully — so we

s i,
LR

during the week. cauld get the tub up here,"

o v says Barbara. “I had to leave

It was ::'lmm totally” a the house. 1 could just see it

weekend job," saysChapman,  sipping off the. ropes and

looking -tired just {rom shattering into thousands of
remembering. pieces.”

“It was really wearing,"”

| lawn to plant on the sloping
i front yard. The Byrds did that
! themselves, 1po.

The oaks, luckily, were siill
there. Attal had figured a way
to angle the house on the lot so
not a single troe had to be cut,
And Barbara made sure none
were damaged.

"1 went around tying blue
ribbons to all the irees o
make sure the comstruction
didn't get them,” she laughs.
“And they're all here.”

Barbara chose all the colors
and decorated the house
herself,

"l had to go from place 10
place 1o pick out the carpet,
the bathroom flixtures, the ifle

— everyithing. [ was in the car
for a month getting bids until [
came up with what Uncle Ted
thought was the right price.
And they'd give me a-MNitle
bitty piece of wallpaper, then
I'd get it on the wall and it'd
ook totally ditferent.”

Then, one day, the Byrds
looked around and the house
was finished. They started to
move in Aug, 20,

“I can't believe it's really
finished,”” sighs Barbara.
There are stll finishing
touches. Barbara hasn't had
time to get all the furniture or
curtains she wanis to fill out
the rooms, but the main work
is done.

[ SR T T |

“lt was also really scary

A tour of the house tells
visitors how big a job it was.

Entering under colonial
columns and coming through
the fromt door, one realizes
how Jarge the house is, To the
left is a large living room,
carpeted in gold, and beyond it
is the formal dining room. To
the right is a puest bedroom.

But a visitor s enticed into
the family room by the cool
blue shag carpet, seen from
the entrywiay. Once in, the
celling towers two slories
above, enhancing the airy
leeling of the house. The brick
dual fireplace is connected to
the living room, 1oa.

The kitchen is a housewife's
dream — big, but ot
rambling, with a wark area
and range in the center to

‘when they were working on
the ralters over the garage,"”
Barbara remembers. “'The
south side of the house isthree
storles, and there were
Chapman and "Uncle Ted
hanging up there in 'the
rafters. It was a long way
down,” - . .

Gradually the house began
totake shape.

*'Relatives and friends were
great to help us all they
could," says Chapman.
“Whenever we could carper
them, we did — and put

" hammers in their hands.""

By the first part of May, the
walils and windows were all in
place. They moved 1o Austin,
and work progressed laster,
The job wasn’t over, though,
and the temperalure rose
faster than the house, The
Byrds had to leave lhe
windows open 1o get whatever
breeze the could, Chapman &

separate the dining nook.

‘There's plenty of cabinet

space, and windows brighten
the room. Barbara doesn'
have 1o say, but she does
anyway, that she loves 1o
cook: “[t"s myhobby." .

25-17



Gong up the stairs is a

pleasure with the Jlovely
bannisters, which extend
around the walkway

overiooking the living room on
all sides. Chapman cut each
slat himself, and put the
bannistertogether by hand,
The three  bedrooms
upstairs are spacious — the
master bedroom is light and
“airy as the rest of the house.
The rooms for son Mark, 4,
and. daughter Brandy,-3, are
Iluzl‘ru:r down the walkway,
‘and a small study is opposite

the bedroom. Animal
wallpaper  adoms  the
children'sbath,

But the master bath is a
dream. Marble stairs lead up
to the tub that caused so much
trouble a few months ago,
giving it a sunken effect. The
tub itself is extra large, and
mirrors create the mood of
ancient Greece. A stroll
around the walkway reveals
the family room below, and

alfords a preny view from the
windows at the _

plentiful
second Jevel,

“I'm glad we went through
whth it," Chapman laughs.

“But 1 wouldn't want 16 do it’

again.' -
“I think we appreciaie thg
house more,"” says BarbafiQ
“When you -buy a home, Vi
tend to criticize all the JiEp
things you find wrong. Tij%

way, we realize the problems

that were involved with eqgh
feature of the house. Every
foot of it has our work in it. We
love it more because of that,**

‘The Lebanese are remowned
for lheir cooking, and Mrs.
Chapman Byrd is no exception.

Many of her recipss were
handed down from  her
grandmolber, who eame from
Tripoli. And one of her {avoriles

7 —k
te by Tem Lonkes

MRS, CHAPMAN BYRD lMlXES MAMOOL

i= Mamgol, nut-filed cakes,
iwhich  will be fealored al
Friday's Herilape Bake Sale,
which begins at 10 a.m. in the
1888 Lunchroom and Socializing
Parior in the Drisklll Hote),

Alhough  most  Lebanese
dishes take hours te prepare,
Mrs. Byrd suys Mamosl isn't as
complicated A8 most of the
traditionnl foods,

Her attorney husbhand and (wo

Mrs. Ryrd's gourmel cooking
skills.  But she laughingly
remembers hal she wasn't
always so adept,

Her mather faught her to
cook. But one day, she was
muking cabbage rolls on her
owtt, and dida't hlanch the
cabbage leaves enocugh. So
when she trled to lill and roll
them like vigars, they fell apart
—  spilling the tiling
everywhere,

however, and Mrs. Byrd is a
Lrn:u1m' vook for the anmnual
{Labor Day convention, where

“*|1all the Lebancse familics in the
larei gather to listen {o Arm;ic’: sugar,

music and eal the
food, '

thildren, Mark, 5, and Brandy,;
3, hove all the advantages of| Combine four, cream. off

The frinls are over naw,the

25-8

Nut-Filled Cakes |
‘Lebanese Delight’

traditiont

Mamool

Filling:

1 cup pecans or  English

walnuts, finely chopped

1-} cup sugar

Ity L. rTosewater (found at
linnor store) or substifuls
vanilla

1T, butter '

Combine all ingredients.
Dough; .

2 cups flour .

1 cup instant cream ol wheat

2°T. sugar «

-1 cup clarfied bulter of
unsalted hutter .
1T. milk
1 T. powdered sugar

wheat, sugar snd hulfer, Add
milk and knerd well, Form
dough  inlo  small  prities.
Fiatten pattie in palm of hand.
Fill with 1 tablespoon of Aling
and cover  wilh annther,
flattened pattie, Close edges by
fluting as you would for m pie
edge or use a fork and press!
eilges  topether. The patlies
should be ahout 13 Inch thick,
Aake en  coakie sheels. in
Yi@-degree prehoated oven unhi)
holtom  sides  are dight
hrown. Then place the cakes
tinder broiler only long eneugh
o brown very lighily., When

cool, sprinkle with pawdered

It will be featured at Friday's Heritage Bake Sala |

DOTTIE FISH Women's Staff. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 24 Sep 1972: F8.
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 10 May 1973 A35.

W. Chapman Byrd Obituary - Austin, TX

November 15, 1941 — December 20, 2016

On November 15, 1941, in Hillsboro, Texas, Rose and Weldon Byrd welcomed their first-born, Weldon Chapman Byrd. Growing up in Austin,

Chapman attended Austin High School and the University of Texas where he received a bachelor’s degree in business administration before
attending St. Mary's University School of Law in San Antonio where he received his juris doctor degree

Chapman was recently hospitalized for pneumonia. He unexpectedly passed away of apparent complications two days after release from the
hospital on December 20, 2016, on his father's birthday.

Chapman is best remembered for his laughter, humor, kindness, extraordinary athletic ability, intellect (including his high 1Q and photographic
memeory), strong work ethic, love of good food, but most of all his love for his wife and family His fondest childhood memories were summers on
the farm with his grandparents, where he learmned the importance of hard work. Chapman married Barbara Marion in 1965 and, after graduating law
school, established a law practice that endured for almost 30 years. Chapman had a brilliant mind which he devoted to the practice of law. He was
among the first attorneys in Texas to be certified as a criminal law specialist. Chapman then found an interesting second career as a petrolaum
landman, for which he traveled all over the State of Texas, putting to good use his gentlemanly ways and knowledge of both law and negotiation
Chapman was very proud of the fact that at the age of 75 he worked full time and enjoyed the camaraderie of his colleagues

Chapman was passionate about life. He loved supporting his Longhorns in all sports, and he also loved nature, gardening, the beach, Las Vegas
skydiving, roller coasters and his grandchildren. Chapman was known for his generosity towards others by always helping anyone in need—-he
never said no. Chapman's interssts and skills were invested in the home he and Barbara established in Tarrytown. Indeed, he and Barbara's uncle
actually constructed most of the house themselves in 1972 Another large accomplishment was the design and construction of an elaborate brick
terrace to accommodate Barbara's gardening talents. Chapman could do anything

Weldon Chapman Byrd is survived by his wife of 51 years and their children: Mark Byrd, Brandy Byrd Hallford (and husband Jerry), and Brittany
Byrd Kruse (and hushband Matt), and his grandchildren Jerald Hallford, Brodie Hallford, Devon Hallford, Hope Hallford, Lauren Kruse and John

Kruse He is also survived by his sister Judy Byrd Burnette (and husband Neil) and nieces Rosemary and Ashlee as well as a host of friends

A memorial service will be held January 21, 2017, at two o'clock, at St. David's Episcopal Church, located at 301 East 8th Street, Austin, TX.

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/w-byrd-8209689


https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/The+Austin+Statesman+$281921-1973$29/$N/$N/2030564/PagePdf/1513938912/fulltextPDF/A1BB4B6526744B00PQ/2?accountid=7451

Permits
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owyer W. Chapman Byrd ApDrESS 2806 Pecos Street

pLaT 171 _LOF 5 BIK

SUBDIVISION Herman BroWn Addn 2 Sec 3

QCCUPANCY Residence

OWNERS

BLD PERMIT #27654 paTR -1B- 72 rsTiMaTES38,000.00
conTRACTOR Ted Attal Const. Co. NO. OF FIXTURES 1D
WATER TAP RECH69923 SEWER TAP REC ## 62185

2 story frm res w/ brk ven and basement garage

3898 sq.ft.
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