19-1

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
MAY 1,2024
DA-2024-025871; GF-2024-043939
400 WEST LIVE OAK STREET, BUILDINGS A-G

PROPOSAL

Demolish 7 buildings associated with St. John’s Lutheran Church (1950-1966) and the Mary Lee School.

ARCHITECTURE

The 1951 church building is cross-gabled and clad in structural clay tile. Deep eaves frame its largest front-facing gable,
and Tudor Revival-style woodwork ornaments the smaller gablet above the entryway. Windows have been replaced and
some openings altered, though the original windows that remain appear to be multi-light steel casements.

Later buildings B, D, and E are constructed of red brick, with gabled rooflines and vertical wood accents. Fenestration has
been heavily altered. Buildings C and F are clad in horizontal vinyl siding and have replacement windows. Building G is a
non-historic-age portable structure.

RESEARCH

The main church building on the property was constructed in 1951 for the St. John’s Lutheran Church congregation. It
served as the Church’s South Austin campus until 1966, when a new sanctuary was commissioned at 301 West Ben White
Boulevard.

In 1966, the campus was purchased by Charlene Crump, owner and director of the Mary Lee School. Crump founded the
school in 1963 as a “halfway house” and vocational training facility for girls and women with intellectual or developmental
disabilities. The program quickly outgrew the one-story house in which it began,' and 31 students moved into the former
church campus in 1966.% Though other branches of the Mary Lee School were established elsewhere throughout the 1960s
and 1970s, 400 West Live Oak remained its headquarters; the original branch focused on rehabilitating women with IDD
so that they could live independently, a groundbreaking model for the time.? By 1973, the school had 81 students, who each
lived there an average of 18 months.*

Later that year, the Mary Lee School’s rural ranch outside Manchaca came under fire for allegations of abuse, health hazards,
segregation, and other violations of its pupils’ safety by Representative Lane Denton, chairman of a Texas House
subcommittee investigating Texas childcare facilities. However, the 400 West Live Oak campus was declared “in good
order” by Denton, and no formal investigation of the ranch facility was ever conducted.’ The organization weathered further
hiring and abuse lawsuits in 1975°; details on their resolutions are limited in the archival record. By 1985, the Mary Lee
Foundation had grown to encompass seven residential facilities for children and adults.” In 2013, the Mary Lee Foundation
and Charlene Crump were honored by the Texas State House of Representatives for the organization’s 50™ anniversary.®

PROPERTY EVALUATION

The property is within the boundaries of the 2016 Bouldin Creek Neighborhood survey, but no recommendation was made.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The buildings are more than 50 years old.

2) The buildings appear to retain moderate integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property and

! Harvick, Mary Ellen. The Austin American (1914-1973); 03 Mar 1963: C7.

2 The Mary Lee Foundation, https://www.maryleefoundation.org/about

3 Ibid.

4 Fries, Jane. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 22 June 1972: B21.

3 Shipp, Dixie. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); 18 July 1973: 1.

¢ The Austin American-Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; 07 Feb 1975: 17; Choyke, Bill. The Austin American - Statesman (1973-
1980), Evening ed.; 24 Aug 1975: Al5.

7 "Mary Lee foundation built on a lifetime of love" Newspapers.com. Austin American-Statesman, November 10, 1985.
https://www.newspapers.com/article/austin-american-statesman-mary-lee-found/32080758/.

8 https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/83R/billtext/pdf/HR004331.PDF
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determined that it does not meet two criteria for landmark designation:

a. Architecture. Building A is a mid-century ecclesiastical building with simplified Tudor Revival detailing;
however, it does not appear to be architecturally distinct and has been altered.

b. Historical association. The property is associated with St. John’s Lutheran Church and the Mary Lee School,
an early example of a rehabilitative vocational facility for children with IDD established by Charlene Crump.

¢. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the human
history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property was not evaluated for its ability to possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property was not evaluated for its ability to convey a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse for Building A, but release the demolition permit upon completion of a City
of Austin Documentation Package for that building.
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Lot Lines

Lot Line

]

GF 24-043939
400 W LIVE OAK STREET

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal. engineering. or surveying
purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey. This product has been produced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION
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Occupancy History

City Directory Research, March 2024
1959 St. John Lutheran Church
1955 St. John Lutheran Church
1952 St. John Lutheran Church
1949 Address not listed

Historical Information
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St. John'’s Lutheran
Plans Receive Okeh

The. ety has okehed plans for a
S2L600 chureh bulding at 4080 Wey
Idi\'{‘ Otlli Stl'i'El.

The bullding  inspector’™s office
- has assued aoconstiruchion permit 1o
the SU Johin's Luatheran Chureh fo
a butlding contiining an auditorium
and four rooms

-

Church School

Opening Slated

St. John's Lutheran Church,
400 West Live Oak Street, will
begin Vacation Church School
on Monday, June 8, The school
will hegin at 8:30 a.m. and close
at 11:30 a.m., Monday through
Friday, June 8 to 19,

The material {o be studied is
entitled “Trust and Obey,” a
study on the Ten Command-
ments. All children between the
ages of thrce and 12 are cor-

dially invited to atiend.
1

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Austin, Tex.. 02 Jan 1951: 10
The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 06 June 1964 9.
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House of Hopéhfbf-ltﬂé Retarded

Hy MARY ELLEN WARVICK

Qutwardly, Mary  Charlone
Crump 15 like most young moth-
oS,

She gradusled from Rockdale|

19-9

The pace picked up In January—; furniture. Sometlmes they make
linding & pretty, feminine housel better emploves at these kind of
al 2117 8 Lamar, getling chor-| jobs than more intelligent people,
lered wilh the Secretary of State's| who become bored.  Oftentimes,
Ollice, convineing stale officials| they have dexterity and persist-

High Schoal and went Lo work sell-| that she could and would provide
ing cosmelies ot Sears. Shwe mar-| @ Bood school, linlog up a slaff,
ried at 18 and kept on working] ‘She’s expecting help from ev-|
for & while. Now, at 23, she hag a or¥ source,’ Mr. Clark says, “she

Aumer e n-Eatesman FUFT

A SMALL WHITE HOUSE OF HOPE WITH GREEN SHUTTERS
Mrs. R. L. Crump st front door of school for retsrdates.

daughler, Elayne, 3, and a som,
Roby, 10 months. She is slim, at—l
tractive, dark-haired. Her hu s
band, Robert Lee Crump, iz a
bookkeeper who earns a modest!
salary.

There the similarity o Mrs
Average Young Married ends,

George Clark, assistant direetor
of field operation of the Divislon|
of Vocational Rehabilliation for|
the Texaz Educatlon Agency, de-|
scribes her with eloquent wnder-
stalernent: "She has a great deal|
mare tenaelty than most.” f

She'll need it, hecaunse Mary|
Charlene Crump bas brought a
deeam le vealily — and most
of the work lies ahead. Prob
ably a lifetime of work.

Her dream in the Mary Lee
Schoal of Special Education, which
opened its doors Friday, Its a
non-profit school, dedicated to vo-
cational rehabilitation of retarded
girla 16 and over.

“Fer me, this isn't a joh," Mra.
Crump says. “T can't even expecc
to draw a salary. We'll he work-
ing hard to make it break even.
Thiz iz a career — something
wa'll live with.”

I's a =serious project, (ackled
with [aith and determination aft-
er & preat deal of thought, Mes,
Crump’s parents, Mr, and Mrs.
. E. Halden, bolh teach at a sim-
Har sehool for boys, and for some,
tima she had felt the need of a
school In this area for girls.

Her husband agreed, and for &
year and a half now Mrs. Cramp)
hag been planning and werking. |

needs ell the communily support
she cen get — and she should get
it (In some towns the United
Fund undarwrites such  schools).

Mrs. Crump has & good idea of|
the dificulties that Ue ahead, and
a great deal of confidence in the
rewards.

“I " knaw it fsm't going to
be ersy," she savs, "I haven't had
a rosy plotire painted, But if we
can help just one of these girls,
it will he worth it."

Actually, her chances are prob-
ahly a good deal belter than that,
Each student is screencd by & vol.
untary, state-approved advisory
board of six cxperts, and only girls
who are believed educable will go
there,

They'll get personal and contin
uous attenton from a housemaoth-
er, and a speclel education teach-
er will come £o the school to teach
dotmestic arts and crafts — home
decopation, ceramics, leathercraft,
horticulture, sewing, . Pro-

will add their

fesgional counselers
services. T

Mr. Clark describes the selhioal
as a “hallway house." It will not
be an institulion, Uke the State
School, nor will it be as informal
as Inmdly Hie, }

David Carson, vocational reha-
hilitation coungalor for the Austin |
district, explains the problem of
the educable mentally retavded:

“If thay've lived at hame, thelr
parents have probably dome ev-
erything for them. If they've besn
instituionelized, they've lived In
& workd aparf. They may not know
how to ride the bus, how to sew on

A hattom., haw fn cenas. the, sinest],

on & green lght.

| The hope Is here: “They can be
|taught simple, repetitive jobs —
like wrappng candy sticks, put-
ting gas in cars, folding shests,
understanding simpls signs like
|"Danger” or “Poison,"  sanding
1

ence and can be taught to bandle
even seml-skilled jobs, They can
hersdle concrele things very well,”

“This kind of thing can be
teught  wvery  nieely In small
groups,”

The maximum_number of stu-
dents at the Mary Lea School of
Specinl Education iz eight, and
the things they learn there will
taka them a big step foward in-
dependenice — mending, rolling
their hair, washing dishes, atc.

Mrs. Crump hersel! will not be
teaching, Administrative chores
will be a fullime job, She has
poured her savings into the proj.
ect, cven 1o hiring a fulllime haby
sitter. Like many working meih-
ers, she feals a carcer will make |
her & more interesting, hnpnicrl
persodl for her  children 1o he
around, |

Qualifications for the Job?

“The main things," Mr. Clark
says, “are determination and phi-
losophiy. If she keeps these, she’]l
make & go of " |

HARVICK, MARY ELLEN. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 03 Mar 1963: C7.



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH PLANS NEW BUILDING
Ground breaking at 301 W. Ben White Blvd. set for Sunday afternoon.

—— i — = e T

Lutherans
Plan New
Sanctuary |

5t. John's Lutheran Church
at 400 West Live Oak Slreet
will celebrate its 20th anniver-
sary Sunday and hold ground-
breaking services for a soon to
be huilt sancluary and educa-
tional facility,

Rev. C. L. Bohls of Ifelotes,
first pastor of the courch, will
conduct special anniversary
serviees at B and 10:45 a.m.

Sunday afternoon at J3:30, St
John's pastor, Rev, Waller
W. Koenig, assisted by Rev.

Bohls, will conduct ground-
hreaking services at the site of]
the new building, 31 W. Ben
White Blvd.

The church was founded I
Jan, 27, 1846, and held its first
worship services in the Austin
|Thealer on South Congress i
'Avenue, There were 36 charter!
members and St. Johr's now
has 676 baptized members and
469 confirmed members,

Archilecls for the new build-
ing are Barmes, Landes, Good-
man ard Younghblood of Aus-
tin. Bids have been received

and contracts will be awarded
00N,

The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 30 Jan 1966: A4.
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School Gets
HEW Grant !

American-Statesman Service l

WASHINGTON — The llealth,;
Il'-?cln(':llinn and Welfar cl

Department  has  approved i
%15,801  grant to  Mary  Lee
School of Social Fducaton al'
Austin, Sen, ]l.t!ph
Yiarborough's office  aunounce tl
Wednesday,

Supplemented  with  §3,268
from the school, the money will
bhe used to buy  equipment,,
employ additional help and alter|
the existing rehabilitation!
facility,

i E e e e e

i"la ry Lee
School }

Gets Grant

‘American-Statesman Service

WASHINGTON — A federal
grant of $95,872 was made
Wednesday 1o the Mary Lee
School of Special Education in
Austin for {he construction of a
new building, US Rep. Jake
Pickle saidl.

The totial cost of the project
will be $171,725 for the new
treatment facilities and
educational and custodial care
for 54 retardates.

The grant was [rom ihe
Rehabilitatien Services
Administration of the
Department of Hecalth,
Education and Welfare.

19-11

School Gets
Federal Gl‘ailt'

WASHINGTON - The Mary
Lee School, 400-W,-Live Oak,
Austin, has received a $40,120
federal staffing grant,
according ‘to U.S. Representa-
tive J. J. Pickle.

The grunt for the spccia]
education school is Ifrom the
Division of Mental Retardation
and  Rechabilitation  Services
Administration and will be used
to pay professional and
technical personnel.

[ e——em————————)

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 05 Dec 1968: A33.
Service, American-Statesman. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 26 June 1969: B10.
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 13 July 1969: A2

Austin Bng Surveyed

sducation, was elected Friday opllmisr.lc
s chalrman pro tem for a
roup surveying the need for al attempt 1o
{ate chapier of the Epilepsy| professicnuls
"oundation of America.

Mrs. Crump said she would
help
and  concerned

and employmeut/lLee School, Texas

-~ | management of epilectics, Rehabilitation Commissich,

Mrs. Crump can be phoned at| 'Austin‘Travis County Mental

interested |-444-6777 or 283-2413. Health  Menial  Retardatipn

e

3 e ', +

Epilepsy Gl‘Olip Seeks State Chapter ;-

Ciarlene Crump, direcior of | with drugs, but some authorities] action supporting medical,
fary lLee Scheol of Speclal|suggest these ngum: are too|:social,

Agencles represented at the| community center, and ‘Texas
rcitizens urganfza for community|IFriday preliminary meeting| Employment Commission, . ~

.,._"
'l‘

ety l":l[

v

—

Bredehoelt include Mayy

Homer C. Bredehoeft| —
egional manaper at Houston
or the foundation, sald Austin
s tha ideal locatlon for a state
eadquarters of t(ha national
oluntary agency. It coordinaies
sources in meet needs of
epllectles.

Ha enid = rnla af tHhaomhk

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 10 Jan 1970: 46.



School Tour
Is Offered

The Austin  Association for
Retarded Children has invited
ny interested persons to tour
the Mary Lee School of Special
ducation, 400 W. Live Oak St,,

The Mary Lee School Is a
non-profit residentlal  housing
for retarded women aged 16 or
pver, founded by the present
lircctor, Charlene Crump. It

rovides the women with an
ppportunity to become complete-
y independent in community.

‘riday from 9:30 until 11 a.m,,
nnounced a spokesman for the

AARC,

lving,

For more information, call
AARC at 153-3341.

The Austin Statesman (1921—71973); Austin, Tex.. 18 Nov 1971: B21.

School Helps Girls Maximize
Potential in Qutside World

By JANE FRIES |
Stall writer

An ongry amd insccure giclld
hides bebind a thick wall Luilt
tip afier many vears of failure,
frustration and lopchness. _

ftehind this wall — hoging in;
avoid the putside world — she
trics to preterd ber world s
happy.

Like many whe enler Austin's;
Mary Lee School of Special
Fiuueation, this girl hns been
lalwzled “'slow, highly nmﬂtil:l-nn[l
or withdrown', She cnlers the
school Lo find o place within the
soclety she has blocked out.

“Most of our girls ore angryy
people when they come lere,'
Don Liljedshl, direttor of the
sehool, sabd, “"They have failed
in school becouse Mey were
expected to compete will olhers:
of higher intelleel  al llwy'
honestly cun't."”

“Some girls are withdrawn,
olhers try to fake oul their anger’
on sovicly, They usually have
very Jow self-images.

“We iy to help them
mingimize their polentinds, lesn

o feel they can compete and)

win, dlevelop a2 seise  of

sellsworlh and (o adjust so ey |

can fit hack inte sociely as »
self«<supportiing capable
member," Lilljedahl sabd.

The Mary Lee School, 400 W.].

Live Ouk, is a private non-prafi
apency Which seives gifls with
borderline intellipence who ore
12 years old ar older.

Leagr i - a T

|services by social workers, &

Ipsyohiotrist, o psvelnlpgist,
Sepevinl  educition  tenchers,
vocilionil  (ridner  aml  job

“We don't take
cases,”  Lilljedabl  explained,
"We owanl pirls who cun e
rehabilituled.  We  also like

maverty kids from rursl areas|!

or {he ghetlo, We try to offer an
alternative o the
cxpensive privale school.”

The school provides a1 full
atriy of  seTvices  incnding

plicement counselors.
“We help the girls [oarn skills

cusiodial |

morc 1

needed lo Nve a normal 1ile,™
Lilljedaht sald. “We help the
vounger ones begame milare,
young women.'*

Girls are  referred o the
achool 1w private  doctors,
lnwyers, school counselors and
ether agencies. Thelr tultion is

- e e = =

-,

"

§
F
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ullen linunved by such agencies:
ag  the  Texas  [ehabilitation
Commission.,

The school wos slarled on
March 4, 1963 by Mrs. Charlene
ICrump, now excculive director.
P“My  parents  worked  with
rl‘utnnll.'d boys  angd 1 pot
interesiedd in o program to help
pirls  with  special learninge
problems,"™ she said.

"I went to every kind of
areney  that could mlvise me
| tince 1 hadd mo {raining to lean
on, | womied 1o hormew from
their experiente.

Retapgled Children recom.
mended that T do  volunteer
work amd forget  he  ddea,
Penple scemed o link that the
aivls would not  respond o
in:l:ul:ililuliun amel  should he
lididen in the home,”  Mrs,
Crum sald,
| conldn®t even ot
"professionals 1o serve on e
boied of dircetors,” she s,
P oonce  the  school  did
[ become  accepted  they  have
| become very supporive.”
Undaunted by the rejection of
gy professionales n the field,
Mrs. Crump did centinue nnd
Cexpand the facility, The school
now has Rl pirls and incledes
special wnits for predelinguent
]'nml delinguent girls and o
halfweny hotse  for meptally
reslored wamen.
| “We iry to teach the girls that
‘they ecan compete gl siand a
wood chance of winning, 1've
heard them say “Boy, 1 neally
won thotl roce ... or [ neatly
|mm and I win next time, ™
s, Crump sald proudly.
“Many of our girls had never
known popularity of (heir peer
oroup. They  learn o have
confidence and pride,” she said,
“Our  pirls work in meny
|-.-.'¢rl:h-.-.'hluln jobs throughout the
communily  such as  fomd
!ﬁnr'-'im. They  learn  mohey
manaremendt, budgeling,
Iamclling checkbaooks,

“The Nottonsl Association of

comparative shopping and  use
of community resources,’” Mrs.
Crumyp said.

The pirls also do volunteer
wark.

A special  activity  of  the
school  which  séefiis  Hiosl
papular with the girls s the
“Friday night dance™, “The
danee has  grown  inlo ar
institution around fere,” Mrs.
Crump said.

“it we hod begun the schogl
with untimited funds, we would
nol huve Tepmed 1o use mony
rawn] {eaching toonds,™ she sz,
“Thwe procery slore is ane of our
vlossrpoms. We also use ths

Hauwndrymnt, pebilig

iransporiation  systems,  and
ollier communily resoutees.
“We irv 1o make life here as
mueh like (he oviside world as
possible, The girls leam by

Moin 5 They have

responsibilivies  amd  privilege:
like all girls," she explained,

The girls al  Mary  lLee
participate  in a “ranking”
sysiem. Al wre  classifiec
freshmen  when  they  arrive
here, They move up in rank by
learning  Uhelr  responsibilities
tdoing  their  assipned  doties,
obeying rules, and participating
in schmol prograoms, .

“Ag ey pain new privileges
they  alsa  get g the g
responsibilities,”  Mrs,  Crump
said,

“We are constomly working
ottrselves  out  of  business,”
Lillfedall =aid. “We work for
te iy our girls ean go ool on
their own.™

The average length of stay at
Mary Lee Is 18 months.

“I feel like a grandmother,”
said Mrs. Leona Winston whe
hats worked at the school singe
its  beginming. She  {eaches
pre-vocptionad classes such ar
crafts, cooking and sewing.

JANE FRIES. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973), Austin, Tex.. 22 June 1972: B21.
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Capliol Stalf
Tep. Lane Denton ol Waco
Sittud hiand

care

Wednesday  he
disvovered a0 child
facility In West Travis Counly
that has been locking up its
students in o tiny closet for
six and seven bours s tinwe
in o dirty farmbouse, Be said
there iy also o cie and stone
Slock wprt on the campuas, not
now in use.
Prenton, who is chiirman of
the Houkser  sttheosiinniltee
Ivestizatione Artesia Hadl andd
uther  livensed  elld care
Facilities, spill he diseovered
the conditions when he snte
itosurprise visit lo the Mary e s
lee  Tanch  Schonl  pear Denton told reporters that
Manchaca - Sunday - and during the two visils he and
anl‘-lyc\'mmTu.s. . tep. Ben Hteves of Tlouston,
While describing conditions another member of  the
at o Capilol press conference, .
Denton was fnterrupted by the subconunittee,  hid  talked
with approximately a dosen

founder of the school Ns,
feemtze  students  there who

Charlene  Crnmp, who  said
saild the “eage’ bl ool heen

Dentuw’s  slory “'irossly
misrepresentod® the userl recently, but had heen al

conelition:,

'County Home
‘Locks Up’ Kids

(Continued Frum Page One)

ot tee tsed  to detin itl:-h-mhn: e sehool,
stadenls, She s e “eame™ ot
A stnall biek bloek haikding boover been used o petan
was el is the “lock up® for [ stidents, hul was  left over
stdents whao  mishehaved, | from the previons owner Who
“until Artesia 1all hroke™ he i used it as it doz run,
s, i Ms. Crump deseribed  Lhe
Now,  students wha  are Dsmall bwlding as a0 Cgune
pagshed are pul into a shiad] | roum™ where the wirls could
vlosel  without  ventildion, e separated om eir peers

Detton saud. To keep it cool, @ when they zat ruwdy,

pany of et s stmelines pat in
the closel with them, he siaid
D wias lold, Denton said some
wirls  reported having heen
el in the closel for as
Tonz as =iy o seven hities il
HE LT

The Mary Lee Schoul also
lars & campis on Live Ouk for
T mentnlly  pelmrded  and
mentally 81 ehildren,  which,
Dentan saidd, appeared to he
in Zoml order, The sthaol has
been operatine for about 10
vears and is lieensed by the
State Wellure Departinent.

. o
Somee of the student's luition

iwhich ringes from "gern 1o

g1t aeeornding 1o the
irnetey Do Lljedahly s
panl by the slate swmier g

speectud palad progect,
Many of the studesls are
[ronm tigd 6f s1:00.

AT Denlun Talked 1)
teporters, Ms, Cpnafy o who
haed been  walchine on (he
sitebhines,  inlerpapted,

(See SCHOOGL, [Yage i)

She sind e ol Rside
alen was g “guiel ronm® used
for the siime prpose and thint
ny o stedent had beep kept
Lhere for hours.

Dentun sl the Jdae wis

“lall owf fhes™  and o he
Wilhessed  nuerous other
healthh amd sanilation

proalijems. Ms. Crinap said the
facilities were nol as mee as
she would bixe, bt did not
think there were any health
huzards  since  they  hiud
received i heense 1o operale
from  the  Ste  Health
Departuent.

Depton wlso deseribed Yae
training facitilies of the sehaol
which he said  etnsisted  af
dirly  arvas inoa tineroofed
Lubiting where e divls madle
tluthespins.,

Ms. Crump il
Lale,

She  said duaring  sehoal
setesters e virls  receved
ntgdetie bl vipralional
tratming sl el the eire of
psyebiatosts,  stalf wembers
with  masters  dogrees il
spetal eduvation Leachers,

a different

DIXIE SHIPP Capitol Staff. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 18 Jﬁly 1973: 1.



School Founder

Feels Betrayed

picties of the gids,” she N;litl.!i

“That pat us in i biad position,”
Acvording 1o Bon Lilljedah, a !

:"\[H” member of the Mary Lt*u !

Schod  rursl  comipits npea
; Monchuen, il bl that K
Deplon Bl appenred  wilh] !

several women and o child lult:|=

Sunday  evening ond ol told
them  thot  ihe  wemen  werel.

representatives of the [Iujmrl--
ment of aldic Wellare,
Answoritnt  ollepations m:ﬂIui.L
W Denton thot Jee found ami:-
rdistional  program™ ol the)”
sthoal, Mres. Crump sabd that he
“as a0 fopmer sehiml teaehor”
shonltl live Koown that Mary
Lot Sehinul wis opetating us {he!
Austin  Independent  Schonl
Iistruel

arl b elnsses ol

R TTHT] FTS

Iii.l Jnes i
| THT

Larrahers

Mrs. Chorlene Crump  fetls
she hins heen Letraved, not m'.l}":
W Ularmer school Ecm'hur?
whe shild hiwe known better”
it adse by 1he news media,

Mra. Uramp, Tounder of e o
Tary  Lee Sthuol for mentally 4
etarded  girls now  under |
navestigation by Hep,  Lape
enten of  Waro  the former
eaecher and o subecommbtes of
misliturs, EHLES entan's
frrnssly misrepresenting” slate-
rents aboul e sehon? have
anpsed Crreparable damae ot |
Gl Degisd sogme peogde sre begn-
g I osee throwgh his mutivae
U

Mrs. Uiy
Denton’s alslily
iy
il Divnedicod sl

gl
ter  gathere i i
rarrec)y lor
el st

and eneouraed
bl never

S
it

[requent
thild  Denton

frontaeted her stall sl any We don't Yave  authorieation
spevilie charges agpinst the o the parents 1o releoase
st

Nirs, crammp oaned ik pedand
Euchsh, math sovial  studies, [ s mane ol the :t:'l-1 were
. S TN ] antrevwnvalsiyve

(R Rl HESHERTTH] Sl
Ill B a et - :H'I:Iﬂ e l wieibicatin berause of  seeates
seRLIIE,  hiotier  ecrmemies 'mdl; fram cpthgey ek Lt
‘p'llﬂ-:h}ll'ﬂlii for ]HL‘"L".'I('MII‘JIH r-li:un:l::l' aned that the peaple ol

sl vaeabioniul raining oanly IIinL‘!fl
manths of the year, .

Lz 1he
e students  participate in;
reepesitinnal actvities gl ;lrthf;
anl crafls, she sai.

Mrs. O cntivided Dentun’,
for  the  stidenwents  Lhad
evening, b Dl futimd
e purls eadmg Spam, crackers
and wisler fur supjoer,

Shee sond the parls diad Deen Qo
osteup Stle {%ark
afternean where they hadl
i) L Bt b v anel:
watermelon. The lnchieat aml
' were o Dot yme

stk slae gl

1 Mrs.

sUnner 1||umllh.'§ '

renuived o vhetl;

|
ng: )
PVery

Cremp soad she fell

Chelraved™ by the pews medi, b
TS| NS

ersonnel
tour the Mary
hawl stipatlated o eondipmn i
“Ihey would ned tike piclures o
e sbadends,

VR
{HTiH

Wizl e
bverrr jteilond 1

Lo Sehinl sl |

oy e Loty

weiise e had onn traaned M., {fnmm HU O thi

persannel Wil b wken Ve fpanin fept lendie

nitzilly  visabed e sebul

Slity ovening, fulwdographers wver ta th

She  saul Hun umsnmineal vage of sarls se gt they
Visity tu the Mary Lee Selioal ould Divve o b gelures vl

NN (R HTI STIR

[enton’s  cotoigiee agguientfs

whd ot ke e i Metenee

Wirse minechiecantuibg -
M- Cranmgp Lkl
vt laol whot sha called

T
ot retn,” ed for o enlatin
s sl bevanne vinbont

Shir o sl teibirs wete
un e sirls
13 auentes amd nn il
ever stased o the pnet pumn
Smzey tham several baars,

St amd Laljedabl pepeadedls
strescaad thad AMary Lee selund
wats i Cpekabhtadive Loy ™
ity st e v ek bame e

l't':m'[ aleeaidy 35 1o b
leestiliends o tie Muary L
bl wete sppurtiong

theneselves e cunpebitive jube
J T vty
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Mary

Probe

Lee

Incomplete

By WAYNE JACKSON
Staff Wriler
State Itep. Lane Denton of

The four separale reports
released  Tuesday  foumd the
school south of Austin to be in
“substantial compliance” with
current Texas Department of
Wellfare standards.

Denton said Wednesday that
the reports  are  mofe
“significiunt for what they did
not comment on' than the
points the reports did cover,

Ommissions in the reports

19-16

according 1o Denton inclutded:

—Fuailure o address the
guestion of drug use ot the
schaol, especiully the giving
of hirth control shols to some
girls.

Waco sald Wednesday
investigation inlo the Mary
Lee school for pirls near
Austin is “incomplete” and
that “serious questions
remiin {o be answered.”

The chairman of the House

The report recommended
that Mary Lce ollicials review
use of the “quict room” a
four and a hall foot square

! =atlwre 1o comment on enclositre  where girls were
Subcommitice  on  Human | (b gty of  working allegedly confined on
Resour {:dc 5 wade ““!" conditions af the school. ecaston.
omments during a  Capito ,

‘ ¢ ot —Jailure to say whether last  week, Denton  suid

press conference &t which he
reviewed reports  on  the
schoo] from the Department
of Pubslic Wellare,
Department  of  Health, the
Texas Rehabilitation
Commission and Departiment

conks at the school had health some  students told lhim of
cerlilicies, heing locked in the room for

=I'nilure of the Department up to  seven hours,  Seheol
of Menta! Jealth and Moental officials denied this,
Retardation to say if it Denton sald he plans o
considered the use of a “guict wrile all the agencies o ask
of Mental Health and Mental room” to be an shuse of the for further repqris,
Retardation, children, }

WAYNE JACKSON Staff Writer. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 25 July 1973: 1.

| Assoclnteg] Press

'i Rep, Bane Deston specilically
lnsked 1the Sinte Wellare Je-
partment Friday if emohonally
disturbed fmil ronasway gicls a
it privale schoal near here are
sepregaled hy race.

I Is iy underslinding lh;nlg
Mr. Harvey has served, or is
;nrm.' serving, as an_advisary
thtard _member for Mary Lee
The  Waco Democral  alsol [Sehonl and is serving as a paid

‘I‘I"'k""- In "”;‘I"'- “;"L“ """“’l" ‘eonsuftant for anather  chilid-
arvey. eo-auth ol- . . N .
arvey, co-anihor ol e Wel-| oo dnstitution, In- addition,
fare department’s first reporl

he was quoted i the press as!
on the sehool, not he allowed ta! | b .
| siving: Mary Lee Sehonl wias o

wrile  {hie  secomel report on - - et e b
L1 o " o Ll i & " -
! “Tll\ l e S hlml ,.INII L1 ]ll[ll HHnin W B N

LoOnr hope IS o reeeive anl Cted assiee”
lobeetive yepet,” Dealon satdl — Tiengon
lin A letter o welfare commitsg
sanner Bavmoml Vowell, "o
1|1:T the present ecirctimsbanees, !

minde pmbilie Frelian

reyuesls for fowr state

maendes [ dimblecheck on (he
bt A MWy Lee Sehool, anel b Disted
l|i o bt feel |l.|| Ir. .!.-lrlnr'sl spresfae questions for whieh he
arvey can provede an o abpee-
i";.,_\,l;m\,'m ! e | Wamls answers,
AN SIS, H

Denton Asks Welfare Panel |

I School Seg rregates Girls



AU it onews conference Mnn
oy, DNenton, clinrman of he
Hoise subeammitlee on pubhe

sks Welfare Panel
Seg_n_'egales Girls

1
weneratly were not eritieal of |
the sehont,

aitls amow 4y hy
Denton led reporters on a1 elasel—the “ruict

oy of the rural campus Jduly
18 after criticizing the facility
at a news conference,

SMary Lee—constitules

peheek on

UISCTIMINATINN pPracuceda at ine
rural campus of Mary Les in
regards to studenta?”
asked,

The legislator  requested A
'study of the possihle side «of-
{feets of
He asked Vowell it placing:{which some of the girls aml a
414 foail|nurse said they were receiving, -
room®  alt|and e added that he wanted 10
chitel|know il it was appropriale 1o
Lnbuse, ke plso asked Vowell to]give deugs such as tofranil, se-
whether  girls s d|rentil and thorazine to emalion.

welfare,  saill b was
sithisfun] wikh Lo Ggeney
poris,  which  sail the

sehinn]
met  ieensing stambards  and

ise  informition were mailed 1o the
e stale departments of wellare,
heilth, rehabilitation are! nen-

tiens,

Thieves Rifle

Mary Lee’s
Main Office

Ly LARIRY wWienr
Stall Welter

The main campus of Magy
Lee Schaonl, 400 W, Live Oak in
Mouth Austin, was barzlarized
U ST
merested  in the
records  than eish early
Monday, according 1o sthood
offivials,

The sehool’s rural compus
s fosired inoan investization
o shile apencies for more
Hhan tw weeks,

evidenliy  minre

selinl's

llis Iellers asking for more

fal health and mental retardn.

ronerete blockhouse,

e other gne blick,

| ar———

Iheen locked in a wire pen or ojally disturbed girls,
Ilenton

Denton elaimed most ol thaejeomplete report on $106,000 that
wirls at one of {he two rura lihe
Sumls are white while mnst a L parportedly paid te Maty Lee:
“Is ravia | Schaol in one year,

19-17

Denlnn

hirth  conteal  shots

said ha wanled &

rehahilimion  commissinn

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Alustin, Tex.. 28 July 1973: A10.

irrrnen eeer are e

“1 think they were lwoking
for somelhing specific,™ soid
pirs, Jwly Hensles, treatment
stpervisoe, *They seleetively
ook a1l the benk <titements
[rom vne  partivular hank*
Kie said the Lank whowe
Litemenis  were  Lampered
with is the one with which the
sehimd  does  all  its state
Nutsiness.

s fie as we can lell, none
it the ceeords were 1aken, Tt
L rulier bands were taken
A afl of them amd they were
o Theoteh,™ Mrs, Henslee
wanit],

Mrs, Awirey  Tullier, the
weloul's  pecountanl,  aareed
thael e cancelled 1heeks hiad
Leen  Lunpered  with, *The
cheeks are nol in sequenie, as
it sanie were anssinge,™ she

sitil,

There wis o evuletare Gl
Ui sewrw dn prove or disprove

that " the pecords el leen

phetoeraphetd,
Mres, Heaslee sl thad as
well as e records being

inspeckedd,  tan o eash PN
were laken from e offiees,
They conladed alwmt 323, she

siiel.

Mres. Henslee saul thgd s
well s e records heing
inspevhed,  taa eash bmas iy

wern [aken from e olfwees,
Thev eontained alwut 335, she

sauid.

il dhe B sctuml’s
1k sLitenienl~, meadival
Misturwes  an see of he
sefuml™s paelients  were
disturcbed Ly the lnarpler.
Sehonl  officials  sand the

burstir evidently oot baneself
un soee 2liss when he beoke
throush o window o zion
cilranee  lo the  mecisiniang
effee,  Blood  was fomml] o
somie of the fide folilers,
Seither Mres, Henslee for
Mrs, Tollier wionld  specylate

gy e guarpoer ol the
hiresihein, or who micht L
respanstide dor o 1. Diolh,

bowever, sad that sinee onfy
partieulisr recornis were
dlisturhed b the bucslar, ey
felt  the  reisun for the
Yirek-tn wils noL poney,

LARRY WRIGHT Staff Writer. The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 30 July 1973: 1.



Amorinted Press
-State Disirict Judge Tom
plackwell has ordered Rep.
Lane Deruoa?1 Monday to answer
2 sult filed by the Mary Dee
School T

- -Charlene Crumrb. the school's
director, filed the suit Wednes-
day, seeking an injunction to
stop’ what she called “harass-.
ment” by Denfon. -
““Denton, chalrmau of+» the
House Public: Welfare Subcom.
wmitiee, has  criticied  the
school's rural campus near
here at news conference and in
prets releases. ‘He once led re-
porlers on a surprise visit to
the school., But his subcom-
mittce has made no formal in
vestigation of the institution for
troubled girls.

Mrs, (mmpa tuit ﬂll!lﬂl
lhat Denton ‘has “engaged in'a
cotrse of hatassment ... and
has issued "'lrr'espopsible'. dis-
torted, untruthful .and maliclous |’
. {slatements: l0-the press.”

She also sald Denton had con.
ducted ‘“an lllegal ‘investiga-
tion” of the Mary Lee School
which was not authorized under
the laws nl’ the State-of Texas
or the rules of -the House of
Representatives.”

The suil sceks a permanent
injunction against further in-
vestigation, entering the school
premises or “lurther false, In-
flammatory, slanderous or li-
belous statements."

In addition, Mrs. Crump
wanls a court order requirlng
the subcommitice report to ex-

Solon Ordered To Answe'r”
Mary Lee School Monday

‘elude anylhlng- not lermm to
Its assigned task, & probe into
the licensing of the Artesia Hall
lchool in Llhmy Counly ’

' Denton’ lssued ' a ' statement
saying he was. “totally. . con-
fident” that the siit 'wr'mld he
dismissed as unfounded, -

“I want to relterate . that I
have never, on any occasion,
;m&da any. sulemnt .about any
child care institution which 1
did not believe to be frue and
which I was not prepared to
prove was the truth,” he said.

“I have acted as any respon-
sible member of the Texas Leg-
islature would when presented
with information about such a

open in all matlers relating to
investigations of child care in-

' operatlon of these ‘schools.” The

facility. T have been entirely,

stitutions, because 1 feel .so‘lul
tions will nat come while secre-
cy prevalls with" regard lo the

purpou ot such vldts 10, child
care: irwlituttons was alms fo
ohtain llrslbund uncuum’ud In-
formation about. the racllllles."
Denton sald. :

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 27 Sep 1973: Al3.

‘Mary Lee
-Court Suit
Postponed

« - Associated Press

.A ‘court hearing aimed at
.,stoppmg Rep. Lane Denton
from making any
_investigation of the Mary Lee
School has been postponed
suntil Oct. 9.

.. The postponement was re-

quested by attorneys for the

.child care school. The original
-date was Monday.

»Denton, Waco Democrat
chairman of the House Pyblic

Welfare Subcommittee, has

criticized the school near Aus-
tin at news conferences but
has held no formal committee

-probe. On one occasion he led

DEWSMEN 0N A Surprise visit to
the school.

Charlene  Crump  the

school's executive director,

{iled the suit. alleging that
Derton had ‘‘engaged in a
oourse of harassment . . . and
issued irresponsible,
distorted, untruthful and

‘malicious stalements to the

press.”
.. Denton issued.a statement

Saying ‘he was “totally con-
fident* ithe suit would be dis-

missed as unfounded:

The Austin Statesmanﬂ(l 921-1 973); Austin; Tex.. 02 Oct 1973: 7.
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Mary Lev School, the Austin

facihity thrust nto cuntroversy

duning last year's sumnmer of
child care scandals, 15 at last
emerging from a long, dark
winter,” 1Is director behieves.

The Mondy Toundation has
awarded a £27.000 grant to the
private Hwshitution, and
director Don Lilljedahl says
s the Dirst gram Mary Lee
his  recentd  since s
problems of i vearagn,

It's encouraning to know
we're not beang blackballed by
everybody,” he sawd, adding
the schoul is further rebuilding
its  credinity by scvking
national - accreditation as  a
psychiatric  treatment facility
for children.

Mary Lee's problems began
in July 1973 when the faality
for  emononally  disturbed
children came i for blistering
criticism  from  several
legislators,  especially  Rep.
Lane Denton of Waco.

s crivcism ol Mary Lec
focused on the school’s rural
campus, a 4l-acre sile near
Manchiaca, wherfe he claimed
children were locked up in tiny
closets for punishment,

But a subsequenl
investipation by thre¢ state
agencies found no cases of
child ahuse and concluded the
school  was in “substantial
compliance™ with current child
care standards. Denton called
the investigators® report *'very
incomplete”  and  sugpested
unnamed “high state ofhicials™
were  interfering with  the
licensing of child care centers
in Texas, :

“Financially, we're  just
gerting back on an even keel,”
Lilljedahl said in a telcphone
interview IFriday.

He siuid Mary Lee closed its
rural campus two half-way
houses and withdrew its
support from other programs
soon  after last  summer's
storm of crintcisrrbegan,

“We decided 10 simply pull
out of everything that was
losing money s we could save
the agency,” he explained,
adding the action 'wasn't taken
because  any of Denton's
critncisms were justified.

Currently the agency houses
65 girls — nearly all the kids it
can handle -- on the main
campus at 400 W, Live Oak.
Last summer, Lilljedahl said,
Mary Lee Schopl programs

Controversial
School Starts
To Climb Back

house and i wannng list.

The direclor  sad  the
crincrsm dumaged the schoal
but nnp parents pulled ther
chilidren oot because of it
When the apency closed its
favilities,  the children were
sent back  to (nstitutions,
correchonal units, their
hormies, o wherever ¢lse they
came from, he said,

The  Medy  prant will
provide muiching muney  the
sthon! peeds 1o obtain 4
Fo0 grant from the federal
povernment! to finance
outreach services,

The Austin American - Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; Austin, Tex.. 03 Aug 1974 11.
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Unwed Mother Is Suing
School Qver Dismissal

An Austin wornan who claims that she was
fired from her job at the Mary Lee Schoo! of
Special Education because she was pregnant
and unmarried has filed suit in U.S. District
Court here.

Evelyn Young, according to the suit, was a
mental health worker at the school, responsible
for nightly room checks, awakening students in
the moming, supervising breakfast and
administering required medications.

On June 10, three days after learning that she
was in her third month of pregnancy, the sult
maintains, she informed her supervisor of her
condition. '

On June 12, the pregnant woman was
informed that the school could not employ
pregnant = unmarried women, the suit

allepes.

Miss Young, who during her employment
used the name Evelyn Franklin, alleges that she
was told that her work had been satisfactory
but she must be discharged because of her
condition.

She maintains that she asked to work two
months lenger since none of the students knew
she was pregnant, but wastold *no.”

A policy of not hiring pregnant, unmarried
working women, the suit alleges, violates the
prohibition against discrimination based on sex
of the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of
1964

Den Lilljedahl, director of the Mary Lee
School, 400 West Live Qak, said he hadn't seen
the suit and had no comment. '

The Austin American - Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; Austin, Tex.. 07 Feb 1975: 17.

State child care facilities
in for round of scrutiny

By BILL CHOYKE
Washington Burcay

WASHINGTON  Three
years agn, Elivibeth M. of Abna
Spmngs, Li., was arrested for
passession of marjuana
Although the ehirpes were Luter
dropped, the teenager way
institutionaliscd at o Lowsiong
facility.

Several months ater, she wis
transferred 10 the Mary Lo
School i Austin, nperated hy the
Mary Lee Foundation. There,
she alleges, she was drupped,
tranquihzed and compelled o
take hirth conteal piils apaing
her rehgious beliels,

Ehzibeth's siory 15 not new,
There have been reports of ather
cases of nutalste children
hetng mastreated i Texas
pvemle facilites sinee the
IHinais attoerney general in 1473
1ssued a report documenting the
distressing treatment some
[inens children recewved in the
slare.

Although many children have
sinee heen removed  and
returned to therr home stabes
and Texas has strenpthensd s
interstate chidld placement
procedures, generally the
provate child care facilties have
eontingrd 1o operate withoug
enouph slate supenasin,

One state welfare official in
Austin acknowledped that only
“minimum standards” exist to
regulite the institutions. 1t has
anly heen in the Tast fow months
that the state lepislature has
eaacted o tougher [aciliy
hieensing taw, and that the
wellare department has
promulgated specilic
repulatinns requinng treatment
programs at & number of these
inshitutions.

Evin so, some laeilities may
soan be facing a new round of
scrutiny. Elizabeth and two
ather youngsiers have filed suit
on behall of all Lowsiana
children against 41 Texas child
care faciliies.

On other fronts, twn US.
Senate pancls are geanng up for
fall investigations of Texas child
CATE INSHIuNonS.

The Senate Childeen and
Youth Subcommittee will he
cxplaring the interstate
trafficking of children.
Commutter staffers are nnw in
the preliminary stiges of the
prober, which aneludes a visit tn
Texas thes maenth.

The Senate dudirvary
subcommittee on Juvenile
Delingueney has alrrady beard
testimony regarding the
prachice ol piving hehavior

modilication drups tochildren in
facililes in Texas and other
states, A subcommillee aide
satd hearings will resume in the
fall,

"We scralched the surface
with the Louisians thing and the
institutions in East Texas,” said
the aide. “It's net just m Texas.
Ahout 15 or 16 states are
involved,”

The class nction suit also
names stale officials in
Louvisiana as delendants,
Although oniginally filed last
fall, the suit was amended last
month to add 16 more child care
lacilities in Texas.,

The trial, o be heird in
federal court in New Orleans, is
seheduled for next March,

Mnany of the Texas instirutinns
named in the suit are in the
metroprlitan and rural arcas of
Central and East Texas. Fiveof
the facilities are in the Auslin
area, while athers are in Bangs
in Brown County nertheast of
San Angeln,

Besides the Mary Loe Schond,
Austin facilities named in the
suit ave the Broun Schenls, Lnc,;
Marbridge Foundation [or
Retarded Chuldren, Inc ; Armat
the Hely Infancy, Inc., and the
Ralcanes Children's Psychiatne
Cenler.

Since the suil pnmanily seeks
the return of Louvisiana children
from Texas facilitics, its
pelential effects on the
institutions will vary to the
extent they arc dependent on
out-ol-state enroliments.

Al least one facility in Austin
does not appear 1o be Ion
concerned about the suit.

"It will not affect our
program, either way,” said Don
Lilljedahl, director of the Mary
Lee Schonl,

He added that although Mary
Lee had about 10 nut-ol-stale
children several years agn, that
number has been reduced to
1wo.

The shelter care facility has 53
beds, which are not all filied
now.

Lilljedahl said the allegatinns
that Elirabeth, while at Mary
Lee, received drugs and urth
control pills against her will
were ""not true.”

"1 don’t want {0 get into tat,
for it's & new hallgame." he said
from tis Austin officr. “I'd
rather not talk ahewt i1, ut
there is no truth toit at all.”

Generally. childrrn sent tnthe
Texas schnals are delinquent or
dependent-negiecied, explained
the Washingion atiorney
represepting Louisiana children
in the suit.

“All are sent against their will

1o particular schonls in Texas,"
isaid Steve Buerzon, an attorney
for the children's defense fund
here. “There are 500 plus in
Louisiana alene,"

“What we found," he added,
“is that the schools in Texas
with a couple of exceptions rate
from bad custodial care
received from parentad officers
to worse - harbaric care. They
pn far treatment and they are
not pettingit,”

Besides asking that the
children be retumed, the suit
also requests that the
defendants, be restricted fromt
removing any child from his or
her family nr community cxcept
in certain cases.

Further, the throe children
mamed in the sull are asking Inr
$130,000 10 damiges.,

Louisiana officials are
reserving corment on the cise.
Onc refused to say il any
cthanges in the out-of-state
placrment policy hal heen
made in the wakr: of the suil.

| prefer not to answer any
questions,” said Charles Yast,
the lovisiana Department of
Family Services olficial who
derermines which Texas homes
will hausce his state’schitdren.

“There is no reasan to atlempt
to iy this things through the
newspapers. 1t will eome yp in
court eventually and we will he
heard." he added.

Choyke, Bill. The Austin American - Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; Austin, Tex.. 24 Aug 1975: Al5.



By Grace Lim
Special to the Amaerican-Stalesman

She is many women In one. She is everyone's best
friend. She is a business executive working with multi-
million-dollar budgets. She is “only” a high school
graduate, but her hands-on experience with people
and life could not be gained from a college
She is Charlene Crump, founder and executive direc-
tor of the Mary Lee Foundation, a private non-profit
agency for people with multiple handicaps.

In 1963, Crump opened the door to community life
for retarded people, especially retarded women. She
started the first Mary Lee School of Special Educa-
tion, a residential school on South Lamar Boulevard,
for four girls.

It was a time when retarded women were locked
away and forgotten, but that did not deter Crump, then
23. She spent the next 22 years fighting for equal op-
portunity for the “special population.”

From the modest starf of a rented two-bedroom
house on South Lamar, the school grew into six resi-
dential treatment campuses in Central Texas for boys
and girls and an adult residential center in South Aus-
tin. Now the foundation houses more than 200 resi-
dents and provides services to more than 1,000 people
annually.

The name Mary Lee is a combination of Crump's
name and that of her husband. Her name is Mary
Charlene and her husband's name is Robert Lee,

It was not easy for Crump. She remembers the ob-
stacles she faced when she announced her desire to
open a school for retarded, emotionally disturbed,
and handicapped women.

“T've talked to the people at the Texas Education
Agency and the Texas Rehabilitation Commission.
Most of them didn't really encourage me,” she said.
“When they found out that I was going to be working
with mentally retarded girls and women, basically,
the response was, ‘Well, you can't do that. You can't
take the child out of the home. They get pregnant.” "

Crump looks away, then continues, “Now this came
from the professional community.” She sits back in
her chair with a slightly disgusted look on her face.

She shakes her head and smiles. She remembers
the people who did encourage her.

One was Dr. John Peck, then an associate professor

19-21

Charlene Crump visits
with resident Clifton
Miller, above, at the
Mary Lee Founda-
tion's facility in Kyle.
Crump has worked
with the handicapped
for more than 20
years, since she be-
gan with a two-bed-
room rented house.

of special education at the University of Texas, who
gave her a reading list to make up for her lack of for-
mal education. The other was Charles Eskridge with
the Texas Education Agency.

With the backing of Peck, Eskridge, her husband,
and her parents, who had been houseparents for an
Austin residential treatment center for retarded
males, Crump opened that first school March 1, 1963.

Crump and Leona Winston, who also had no formal
training in special education, made up the entire staff.

See Crump, E20

"Mary Lee foundation built on a lifetime of love" Newspapers.com. Austin American-Statesman, November 10,
1985. https://www.newspapers.com/article/austin-american-statesman-mary-lee-found/32080758/.
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EESOLUTIOHN

WHEREAS, Current and former residents, staff, and supporters
of the Mary Lee Foundation in Austin are celebrating its 50th
anniversary on March 1, 2013; and

WHEREAS, The Mary Lee Foundation serves children and adults
with special needs, helping them dewvelop the skills necessary to
sccially integrate with and contribute te their communities;
Charlene Crump, an ordained Methodist minister with a master's
degree in social work, formed the foundation in a modest
two-bedroom home in Scuth Austin in 1963; four young women frem the
Texas State School moved in and, with Ms. Crump's assistance,
learned how to take care of themselves, study a trade, find
employment, and live fulfilling lives; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Crump was an early innovator of community-based
independent living programs that operate as real homes for adults
with disabilities; in 1969, Den Lilljedahl joined Ms. Crump as
director of the feundation, and these twe caring professionals have
been honored by numerous organizations for their work; in 2002, HMr.
Lilljedahl was awarded the Martha Arbuckle Meriteoricus Service
Award frem the Austin Mayor's Committee for People with
Disabilities and in 2001, Ms. Crump received the Texas Governor's
Award for Outstanding Service to People with Disabilities; and

WHEREAS, 5Since 1974, the foundation has run a licensed
intermediate care facility within an apartment setting for adults

with intellectual and developmental disabilities in the Lamar
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Sguare neighborhoed; in 19923, the foundation added a licensed brain
injury rehabilitation center and an extended care program; in
additien, the foundation cffers daily therapeutic actiwvities for
adults with develepmental and mental health disabilities at their
Daybreak Activity Center, individualized services and support for
Central Texans who live with their own families or in other
community settings, and housing for children with disabilities at
the Kathryn Stanley Sinclair Children's Center in Woodville; and

WHEREAS, For 50 years, the Mary Lee Foundation has prowvided
essential services to support Texans who need assistance, and the
organization's commitment to the physical, emotional, and social
well-being of their clients is indeed deserving of recognition;
now, therefore, be it

REZOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 83rd Texas
Legislature hereby honor the Mary Lee Foundation on the 50th
anniversary of its founding and extend to all those affiliated with
the organization sincere best wishes for continued success with
their important work; and, be it further

REZOLVED, That an official cepy of this resclution be
prepared for the Mary Lee Foundation as an expression of high regard

by the Texas House of Representatives.

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/83R/billtext/pdf/HR004331. PDF
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A(ly& OFFERS THE NEW GIRL

® WABM . PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE

f"""‘j"“:““"”‘ //{ayfee 1963

@ AROUND THE CLOCK STAPF SUPERVISION

@ ENCOURAGEMENT TO OEVELOP ABILITIES

@ INDIVIDUALLY PLANNID RECREATION

@ VOCATIONAL JOB PLACEMENT

@ FAMILY PLANNED & PREPARSD MEALS

® SPECIAL CLASSES

@ TWO DISTINT PROGRAMS.
Half Way House - Home Frogram

@ PRIVATE, NON-FROFIT HABILITATION

® REGULAR WORSHIF 4 CHURCH OF CHOICE

® ASSOCIATION WITH GIRLS HER AGE

SEE BACK FOLD FOR MORE COMPLETE
DETAILS — COSTS, ADMISSIONS, EIC,
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Affordable Housing v Rehabilitation Services Intellectual Disability v About v

1970s 1980's 1990's 2000 - Present

SCHOOL OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

Charlene Crump opened Mary Lee School in February 1963.

Apioneering force of the larger national conversation, Charlene
Crump set out to establish the first residential facility in Texas for
girls with IDD. The Mary Lee Foundation began in 1963 as Mary Lee
School of Special Education (Mary is Crump's first name, and Lee is
her, now ex-, husband's middle name), a low-budget residential
program in a rented two-bedroom home in south Austin. Founder
Crump and assistant Leona Winston provided around-the-clock
care and education to four girls, equipping them with the skills to

care for themselves and earn a living. Though employers were
HABILITATION CENTER FOR MENTALLY

RETARDED YOUNG WOMEN initially hesitant to take them on board, all four girls eventually
found jobs and gained a level of independence that would have
2117 SOUTH LAMAR BLVD. been nearly unattainable before their training at Mary Lee School.
AUSTIN, TEXAS

Within three months, Crump opened a second unit next door to the
original schoolhouse, boosting enroliment to thirteen students.

Expand less ~

1966

By 1966, Mary Lee School had an enrollment of 31 students in three
buildings.

1969

In 1969, the Texas Rehabilitation Commission approved Mary Lee for
a study to determine if women could be de-institutionalized and
become socially and vocationally independent.

From the start her philosophy had been that the way to be
accepted and acceptable is to hold a job. After three years, the
commission found 90% of the clients in the study met most, if not
all of the criteria for social and vocational independence. Also in
1969, Mary Lee received funding through a federal research grant to
determine if individuals with IDD and mental iliness could benefit
from rehabilitation programs. To implement these and other new
programs, Charlene hired Don Lilljedahl, MSW and ordained minister
as the program director. Lilljedahl continued in his position until
December 2016, when he retired after forty-seven years of
dedicated service.
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Mary Lee School celebrates its ten year anniversary in February
1973.

1974

In 1974, Mary Lee School purchased apartment buildings on Lamar
Square Drive in order to provide sheltered living facilities for adults
with disabilities.

The Southpointe facilities, licensed Intermediate Care

Facilities and transitional living programs, found their homes in
those apartments and other acquired properties on the square. As
other licensed programs for adults and children with disabilities
became available in Texas, no other adult program facilitated the
level of independent living that Crump knew was possible. At Mary
Lee's SouthPointe program, each client lives on their own or with a
roommate and are taught to take care of their apartment, cook
their own meals, and—in most cases—keep a job.

The Mary Lee Foundation, https.//www.maryleefoundation.org/about

Permits :
S5t. Johns Iutheran Church 400 West Live QOak St
123 1 through 12 3 - -
Doughty Sub, )
Masonry church bullding. 4
- 47080 12-25-50 $24;000.00
Lewls Hamilton

QWNER _ Mrs. Chariine Crump ADDRESS _ 100 Wast Live Oat .

PLAT 423 10T - - i=1? BIK -
SUBDIVISION Simon Gilbs DW.
QCCUPANCY Scheol

OWNERS
BLD PERMIT # 98269  DATE 1-6=66 ESTIMATE 3,000,600
CONTRACTOR Day Laber NO, OF FPIXTURES
WATER_TAP REC # SEWER_TAP REC #

Interior Remodeling of ixisting Chureh Bidg.



https://www.maryleefoundation.org/about
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OWNER Charles Crump >ADDRESS- 400 W, Liveoak St,

pLap . 123 Lop 1-12 S
SUBDIVISION _ -imon Gillis

QCCUPANCY Dorm, activity .room, school

sLD pERMIT # 108954  pur 7/22/682g§§im 21,000, 00
contracTor G+ 4. Wallace NO. OF FIXTURES Seetplans
WATER TAP REC # ~~~""""~ SEWER TAP REC #  ==7=-- ..

frm addn to a dorm, 2060 Sq, ft,

e
OW§ER Mary Lee Schools ADDRESS 400 Live Qak Street
pLaT 123 LOT 1 thru 12 BLK ---
SUBDIVISION Simeng Gillis
QCCUPANCY dormitory, dinning room, & ad. bldge.
OWNERS
BLD PERMIT # 117554 DATE 6-12-70 ESTIMATE $165,000
. CONTRACTOR _Joe Badgett Const. Co. NO, OF FIXTURESsee plans
WATER TAP REC #  --- SEWER TAP REC # ----

three, one story masonry commercial buildings

9,099 square feet total

.QWNER _Mary Lee Foundationm ADDRESS 400 W. Live Dak

pLAT 123 or  1-12 ‘ _BIX

SUBDIVISION Simon Gillis

occupancy  dorm.

BLD PERMIT # 145087 parp 9-13-74  DOUERS o $5,200
CONTRACTOR FEd Grimes NO. OF FIXTURES
WATER TAP REC # SEWER TAP REC i
remodel exist dormitory
OWNER  Mary Lee School ADDRESS 400 W. Live oak:
PLAT 123 Lor  1-12 BLK
SUBDIVISION Simon Gillis
OCCUPANCY day care center
BLDG. PERMIT # 165005 parp 7-5-77  QWNERS. 300,00
CONTRACTOR same NO. QF FIXTURES See plan
WATER TAP RECY SEMER TAP REC#

remodel interior existing comm, bldg. add bath *
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