Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP)
Updates for McGregor and Westcave Preserves

Biannual Report
October 2023 — March 2024

McGreqgor Preserve

The work conducted at McGregor Preserve consisted of interior road maintenance to remove
broken limbs from the ice storms. Almost two miles of road were maintained by a contractor and
the LCRA Oak Wilt Prevention Procedure followed. The cost for internal and contracted activities
equated to just over $30,000.

Plateau Land and Wildlife Management conducted a deer survey at McGregor Preserve and
estimated 12.79 acres per deer. Harvest recommendation was two to three deer but not a
necessity. The cost of the survey was $1,345.

Westcave Preserve Land Management Activities
Westcave Preserve staff and volunteer continue to water and fertilize planted trees and butterfly
gardens.

Preserve maintenance is on-going and includes trail inspections, trail maintenance, bird blind
maintenance, boundary inspections, boundary maintenance, water gap repairs along fence lines
to allow water to break loose if too high, butterfly garden upkeep, and building maintenance.

Westcave Preserve staff is still collecting data for Night Sky Quality readings.

Research consisted of the following:

1) Monthly water sampling was conducted to check water quality at Heinz Branch. Results
continue to be within a normal range and are reported to LCRA.

2) A biannual karst invertebrate survey was conducted in Hammetts cave. All species are
recorded and monitored by Travis County.

3) Golden-cheeked Warbler surveys began on March 15, 2024. To date, three unique male
individuals were detected.

4) Volunteers conducted a bi-weekly Dragonfly watch as part of the Migratory Dragonfly
Partnership Citizen Science Program.

5) Weekly to biweekly nest checks were made by Westcave Preserve staff and interns as part
of the Cornell Lab Ornithology Citizen Science Program called NestWatch.

6) Westcave Preserve staff and volunteers monitored each bat house at Westcave as part of
a Bat Emergence Count. Emergence counts have been a weekly effort with the most
individuals counted being 512 in the mega bat house. The Mexican Free-Tailed bat
(Tadarida brasiliensis) has been recorded at each bat house. This data is reported to Merlin
Tuttle Bat Conservation International.
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