
City of Austin’s BCCP Activities  
Bi-Annual Update: 1 October 2023 – 31 March 2024 

Page 1 of 3 

BCCP Administration 
Infrastructure 
Projects 

• WCD staff devoted many hours in January and February to chipping ice-felled limbs 
and trees from critical roads, trails, and fences that still remained after Winter Storm 
Mara.  

• LCRA: completed storm hardening on 3M, Kent Butler, and St. Edwards tracts. 
• Ten Infrastructure Habitat Assessment Applications were processed, and 

Determination Letters were issued from October 2023 through March 2024. 
• AW BCP staff with the assistance of AFD cleared and chipped winter storm debris 

from the shaded fuel break on Stovepipe Preserve’s northern border. 
• AE completed a pole replacement on Park West    

Land 
Acquisition 
/Management 
Agreements 

• AW BCP continues to work with the owner of Four Points Preserve to transfer 
ownership to the City. This site is a high priority acquisition, containing 4 BCCP 
permit caves, springs with Jollyville salamanders, and GCWA habitat. 

• Brodie Oaks Mall representatives have granted an access easement for the portion 
of Airmen’s Cave beneath the mall as requested. 

• Via a lawsuit settlement, as part of the settlement, the City has acquired the 33.4 
acre Neal tract which is immediately adjacent to the Kent Butler Ecological Reserve. 

Reports and 
Events 

• Submitted annual BCCP report to USFWS (BCCP 2023 Annual Report 
(traviscountytx.gov)) 

• AW BCP setup cave life paintings at the North Village Branch library for the months 
of October and November.  A presentation about GCWA and cave biology was 
given. 

• AW BCP led a tour of Whirlpool Cave was given to students from Ann Richards 
School for Young Women Leaders. 

• AW BCP staff gave a presentation to the Underground Texas Grotto about cave 
restoration work in South Austin. 

• WCD staff led cave training of City employees giving cave tours in Grassy Cove 
Cave and District Park Cave. 

• AW BCP led a tour of Avery Ranch Cave to Good Water Master Naturalists. 
• Provide a habitat restoration training for Balcones Canyonlands Master Naturalists. 
• Hosted a habitat restoration Roots & Wings event with Travis County BCP. 
• Hosted habitat restoration workdays for several corporations and tours for City staff 

and non-profit groups. 
Dual-
managed 
Properties 

Coordinating with PARD on issues related to homeless camps, unauthorized trails, and 
Austin Archery Club agreement. 

Personnel Bella Staal joined Wildlands Conservation Division’s GIS team. 
Rare and Endangered Resources Management 

Golden-
cheeked 
Warbler 
(GCWA) and 
Black-capped 
Vireo (BCVI) 

• Initiated BCVI and GCWA surveys and color-banding in March. Conducted a 
volunteer training to search for banded GCWAs outside the study plots on March 2.  

• City and Travis County BCP staff provided comments on the draft GCWA species 
status assessment. 

Bracted 
Twistflower 

Invasive jasmine plants encroaching on the colony of Bracted Twistflowers at Ullrich 
were removed.  

https://www.traviscountytx.gov/tnr/nr/bccp-2023-annual-report
https://www.traviscountytx.gov/tnr/nr/bccp-2023-annual-report
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Jollyville 
Plateau 
Salamander 

• BCP continues to conduct aquatic life surveys of springs across the BCP on a 
periodic basis in hopes of locating new salamander locations and other rare 
stygobitic life. 

• BCP staff conducted the twice yearly JP salamander survey in Testudo Tube, all 
salamanders captured were photographed for future population analysis. 

Karst 
invertebrates/ 
karst work 

• AW BCP conducted cave faunal surveys and cave cricket exit counts on all other 
assigned caves (ongoing).  

• Currently hydrogeological studies continue in the FM 2222 and RM 620 area. 
Contractors and staff continue to excavate filled caves on AW BCP preserves along 
FM 2222 and RM 620 with funding provided from Texas Department of 
Transportation to mitigate the FM 2222 bypass to RM 620. 

• Mapping and faunal surveys of a new cave (Cricket Cave) on Wildflower Center 
continues.  Work was done that significantly increased the length of Wildflower 
Cave. 

• Sandbags of mud and trash were removed from the lead at the bottom of Midnight 
Cave 

• Sandbags of rock and crushed limestone were remove from just outside the 
entrance to Black-cap Cave and use to repair roads on the BCP. 

• A Cave Collaboration Committee meeting was held at Reicher Ranch in April. 
Plant and Animal Control 

Mammals In an effort to reduce feral hog numbers, staff continue to operate several hog pen traps    

Red-imported 
fire ants and 
Tawny crazy 
ants 

• With funding provided under the interlocal agreement with the University of Texas at 
Austin, Ed LeBrun continued monitoring TCA and native ant densities and 
effectiveness of management strategies. 

• AW BCP staff used boiling water to treat RIFA near caves multiple days in 
November. 

Invasive 
Plants 

BCP staff continue to remove non-native plants on COA BCP tracts.  

Land Stewardship 

Habitat 
Restoration 

• Worked with American YouthWorks and volunteers on a variety of habitat 
restoration projects to promote rehydration, slope stabilization, erosion controls to 
support reforestation and connect habitat patches for GCWA and BCVI. Planted 
over 500 native trees and shrubs from October-March. 

• Scheduled 4 weeks with American Youthworks to restore habitat and clean up after 
Winter Storm Mara. 

Fencing • Fence and gate repairs were completed at Park West, Long Canyon, and Coldwater, 
and a new gate was installed at Long Canyon to allow access for winter storm 
damage clean up crews. 

• Contractor installed 850 feet of game fence on the Hiller/ Forest Ridge boundary and 
1,342 feet on the Bright Leaf boundary to prevent active trespass. 

Oak Wilt Most monitoring takes place during the summer, but BCP staff discovered a new oak 
wilt infection center on the Bohls tract.   
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Wildfire 
Preparedness 

• Shaded fuel break was completed along the northern boundary of the Stovepipe 
karst preserve. 

• Shaded fuel break was completed at the Jester Estates Karst Preserve. 
• Shaded fuel break was completed on the Cortaña tract boundary with the UT Golf 

Club. 
• Storm-downed trees and limbs were removed from several existing shaded fuel 

breaks. 
• Shaded Fuel break work completed along 9,964 linear feet of WUI boundary during 

the update period.  
 

Law Enforcement 
Trespass and 
Criminal 
Mischief 

• Staff had noted a major upswing on trespass at Forest Ridge and the Hiller tracts; 
this illegal trespass was coming in from the adjacent PARD Hough tract, which as of 
mid February was mostly rectif ied by a new perimeter fence along the northern 
boundary of the Hiller tract.  

• Staff and neighbors have continued to see an upswing in illegal activities at the end 
of Old Lampasas Trail, so staff is assisting neighbors in efforts to close this 
problematic portion of Old Lampasas Trail. 

• Staff have noted an upswing of trespass and fence removal/ cutting on the Beard 
trust/ Kent Butler Ecological Reserve, where teenagers have continued to break into 
the Kent Butler cabin. Staff are monitoring the sites with cellular and regular game 
cameras and have made numerous repairs to the fencing and cabin. 

• A neighbor installed an illegal gate into the newly installed 3M fence, staff are 
working to rectify this illegal act. 

Continued patrols of Preserve boundaries. 

Outreach/Volunteers 
• VWO Karst Preserve: donated native plants to Stephanie Simmons for the annual Texas Most 

Wanted native plant give-away event on (March, 2024).  
• Staff distributed many native plants grown from the Reicher greenhouse to various local 

organizations tasked with multiple restoration projects. 
• On behalf of AW BCP, a simulated cave experience was provided to over 400 Anderson High 

School students on October 16, 17 2023. Each student participated in the program for 90 
minutes and covered many topics including information about Austin-specific cave dwelling 
species, the importance of water conservation, recharge zones, Austin-specific cave restoration 
efforts, and emerging scientif ic research that is being conducted at UT Austin 

• BCP staff gave a brief presentation to McNeil High science classes, the focus was on cave fauna 
and the restoration work we are doing in the courtyard. (Nov 2023)  

• BCP permit hike: staff led 6 guided hikes for the public in January and February 2024 for 
individuals seeking a permit to access the Bull creek preserve during the GCWA nesting season, 
approximately 80 individuals attended the hikes and successfully completed their on-line training 
and test. 

 


