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AGENDA

¢ BCCP Permit Overview
¢ BCCP Permit Updates

¢ BCP Conservation
Commitments Analysis

¢ Land Management Challenges




KEY ELEMENTS OF

BCCP PERMIT

¢ Provides eligible developers,
landowners, and infrastructure providers
with a streamlined approach to
Endangered Species Act compliance for
BCCP covered species in Travis County

¢ Allows and permits “take” of habitat and
requires replacement acres protected
within the Balcones Canyonlands
Preserve (BCP)




KEY ELEMENTS OF

BCCP PERMIT

¢ Permit Holders: City of Austin and Travis County

¢ Partners: City of Austin, Travis County, Lower Colorado River Authority, City
of Sunset Valley, The Nature Conservancy, Travis Audubon, Texas Cave
Management Association, USFWS, Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife
Refuge, and private preserve managers

¢ Permit Area: 561,000 acres = City of Austin and unincorporated Travis
County excluding the Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
boundary within Travis County

¢ Original Permit Term: 30 years (May 2, 1996 to May 2, 2026)
» Applying for 15-year Permit extension (May 2, 2026 to May 2, 2041) @
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KEY ELEMENTS OF

BCCP PERMIT

¢ Covered Species (35):

» 7 endangered species: golden-cheeked warbler and
six karst invertebrates

* 1 de-listed species: black-capped vireo

- 2 plants of concern: canyon mock-orange, texabama
croton

« 25 karst invertebrates of concern

¢ Covered Activities:
* urban and rural development
 road and utility construction, infrastructure




ORIGINAL BCCP REGULATORY DOCUMENTS

Appendix A- Interlocal Cooperation
Agreement Implementing the
Balcones Canyonlands Conservation

Plan- Shared Vision

APPENDIX "A"
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT

City/County
Cooperation Commitments

BCCP Habitat

Conservation Plan and

Final Environmental
Impact Statement

HABITAT
CONSERVATION PLAN
AND
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT

City of Austin & Travis County, Texas
March 1996

Land Management and
Habitat Mitigation
Commitments

BCCP Federal U.S. Fish

and Wildlife

Endangered Species

Take Permit

3-201
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (10/86)
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
2. AUTHORITY-STATUTES
16 USC 1539(a) (1) (A)
N
‘,‘)’ FEDERAL FISH AND WILDLIFE PERMIT (ot )
S0 CFR § 13 & 17
3. NUMBER
PRT-788841
1. PERMITTEE 4. 5. MAY COPY
CITY OF AUST XX YES XXX YRS
P.0. BOX 1
AUSTIN, TEXAS 7876 MR ) A )
TRAVIS COUNTY
P.O. BOX 1748 6. EFFECTIVE EXPIRES
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767
MAY 2, 1996 MAS 2026
8. NAME AND TITLE OF PRINCIPAL OFFICER 9. TYPE OF PERMIT
(it s & business)
HRUCE TODD, MAYOR, CITY OF ST ENDANGERED SPECIES
BILL ALESHIRE, COUNTY JUDGE, TRAVI:
COUNTY
10. WHERE MAY BE
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS OUTS. OF THE PRESERVES IDENT; &D THE HAS! CONSERVATION PLAN
AND FINAL DATED MARCH
A
SEE SPECIAL on PAGES
2. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
REPORTS WILL BE PROVIDED TO THE SH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE OFFICES APPEARING IN
CONDITION G OF THIS PERMIT. NG PORMA' CONTENT IS OUTLINED IN CONDITION G OF
THIS PERMIT.
ISSUED BY: TITLE DATE
REGIONAL DIRECTOR, REGION MAY 991
ORI

Permit Conditions @




BALCONES CANYONLANDS

CONSERVATION PLAN (BCCP) UPDATES

« October 9, 2019: BCCP Coordinating

- Committee voted to recommend Permit
B ALCONES CANYONLANDS extension and administrative updates to BCCP
benmar Opmons ReporT ILA and Habitat Conservation Plan.
S I . « October 2023: Austin City Council and Travis
e County Commissioner's Court voted to approve
recommendations.
,,,,,,,,, « BCCP Permit Extension Application: 15-year
N Permit extension would extend the BCCP Permit

expiration date to May 2, 2041 @



UPDATED BCCP ILA AND SHARED VISION

EXECUTED IN 2023

DotuSign Envelope |D; E2AFDE0E-44F7-40E6-BIAR-B808 1EF0E1 E2

AMENDED AND RESTATED INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT
I BETWEEN THE CITY OF AUSTIN AND TRAVIS COUNTY
P I A = FOR SHARED VISION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
™ THE BALCONES CANYONLANDS CONSERVATION PLAN

THIS INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT (the “Agreement’) is made and

entered into by and between Travis County, Texas (the "County”), and the City of Austin,

]
. I Texas (the "City"), hereinafter referfed to lndlwdunlly as “Party" and r,o\lacuvely as the DucuSign Envelope ID: B2AFDEIB-44FT-40EE-BIAR-5805 1EFO61E2
Ccurately aescripe CUlIty e 2 s o oo B e o At o

and restates the August 3, 1985, Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between Travis
County and the City of Austin Implementing the BCCP - Shared Vision, as amended, (the
“Original Agreement”) in its entirety and such prior agreement shall cease to exist as of the

L]
and ‘ Ou nt Perm It Effective Date of this Agreement. Each of the si ies to this 1t ts and warrants that he or she is duly
authorized to sign this in the t:apauly indicated.

RECITALS
L]
: : : 1. The Balcones Canyonlands region of Central Texas is home to several species EXECUTED AS OF THE LATER DATE SET FORTH BELOW.
a l I I I n I S ra Ive u I e S of animals and plants listed as endangered under the federal Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended. 16 U.S.C. & 1531, et seq. (the "Act’). CITY OF AUSTIN

Development of endangered species habitat in the region is subject to approval

under the Act, and to avoid the burden of project-by-project approval, a group of By %

L u u individuals representing federal, state, and local governments, the private . L

|| I rI I n I t t business sector, private landowners, and environmental interests worked to ter L
create a regional Habitat Conservation Plan ("HCP") in accordance with Section S 3 Assistant City Manager
10(a) of the Act. Date: /o) 20 Jze22

+
2 The Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan ("BCCP") is a regional HCP that :

L]
m rn I Z t h e I a n ensures the protection of endangered species and species of concem under the
Act, while providing a mechanism to permit continued economic development in Approved AdTo Form:
the region without the need for individual project approval. The BCCP includes
the following elements, including all amendments: /

= Industry standard language . 1o 1 e et St .50 i ey

1988, to which the Original Agreement was outlined and described in

Appendix A; and
¢. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service ("USFWS") issued Permit No. TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS
PRT 788841, an Endangered Species Act Section 10(a)(1)(B) Incidental Take E”"‘”""*
m ( ;hange BCCP Secretary Pemit, on Moy 2, 1966, o he Gy of Ausin and Travs Caunly (‘Regionai Byl 8
Permit?). in 2005 and admir y corrected in 2013, the
Regional Permit was reissued as Permit No. TE- 788841-2 mAugust 5,2013. Andy Brown, County Judge

title to BCCP Officer T

Amended and Rastatad Interlocal Cooperatian Agreement Betwean the City Of Austin and Travis County far Shased Vision and
1 the Balces Conservation Pan
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KEY ELEMENTS OF

BCCP MITIGATION OBLIGATIONS

¢ Acquire, protect in perpetuity, manage, and monitor a
system of preserve lands called the “Balcones
Canyonlands Preserve.”

¢ 28,428 acres of golden-cheeked warbler habitat

s+ Seven planning units called “macrosites” 32,428 acres
* Min. sizes and max. edge-to-area ratios bird habitat

¢ 2,000 acres of black-capped vireo habitat

&

¢ Acquire and/or manage 35 named caves for listed karst
invertebrates + 27 named caves for karst invertebrates of 62 caves
concern -

¢ Protect and manage populations of canyon mock-orange
and texabama croton on the BCP




BALCONES
CANYONLANDS
PRESERVE

through FY-23

33,280 acres

v asite Fel

Balcones Canyonlands Preserve Partners
City of Austin

Travis County

Lower Colorado River Authority

The Nature Conservancy
City of Sunset Valley
Travis Audubon Society
Private land management

BONONNE

Brarchf

N

0 07515 3
— =
Miles

R

-
’




62 BCCP
PERMIT

CAVES

- 48 BCCP caves formally part of the
BCP

« 22 caves- City of Austin BCP
15 caves- Travis County BCP

8 caves- USFWS private protection
agreements
2 caves- Texas Cave Management
Association

« 1 cave-Texas Nature Conservancy

« 4 private caves with development
setbacks and/or management
agreements

* 10 caves unprotected

NAMELESS
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HILLS
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O Caves - Unprotected

PRINGS

LEANDER

. CEDAR PARK

Lo

O

BRUSHY

CREEK ROUND ROCK

TURKEY
HOLLOW.

MERRELLTOWN
WELLS|

BRANCH

. et

d.

“a

PFLUGE!

DESSAU
FOUNTAINS
il

DEL VALL




MACROSITES

Barton Creek
Macrosite*

Bull Creek
Macrosite

Cypress Creek
Macrosite

Devil’s Hollow
Macrosite

Lake Travis
Macrosite

BCCP

+ North Lake Austin
Macrosite

¢ Pedernales River
Macrosite*

+ South Lake Austin
Macrosite

¢ Southwest Austin
Macrosite

¢ West Austin
Macrosite*

LEGEND




POTENTIAL
PRESERVE

i

AREA

e ' : Beyils_

Areas under consideration for S N ko &
BCP inclusion that had: L !
- Habitat for species of concern S 7 R
- Areas potentially managed for species o5 3}??};1

of concern - G
e Intervening land considered ol U

necessary to maintain contiguity of

preserve design

LEGEND frrk
[_] Macrosite boundaries

i Lakes

] Potential preserve area @




MINIMUM PRESERVE DESIGN

STANDARDS

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS HABITAT POTENTIAL

¢ Size in acres ¢ Distribution and occurrence of
o species of concern
¢ Width in feet

_ ¢ Presence of important karst
¢ Distance between preserves habitat

¢ Ratio of preserve edge to

¢ Long-term preserve viability
overall area

¢ Habitat quality expected with
long-term management



PRESERVE DESIGN STANDARDS

ANALYSIS SUMMARY

¢ Minimum Acreage _
- 6 macrosites have exceeded minimum acreage /1 o) | Tuonriolgy
* 1 macrosite 45 acres short of minimum acreage ' |

¢ High Priority Key Macrosites

- Exceeded combined minimum acreage by 5,882
acres

¢ Preserve Edge-to-area Ratio Maximum 20%
- 3 macrosites have less than 20% edge-to-area
* 1 macrosite just above ratio maximum at 21.7%

a
Austin

* 1 macrosite ratio design standard unachievable

. [ Macrosite
|\ [ BCP Parcel

.‘ | 330 ft. Buffer




COMMITMENT CONSTRAINTS

¢ Opportunity

- Landowners must be willing sellers. Texas State Law prohibits use of Eminent
Domain for preserve acquisition.

* Pre-existing habitat fragmentation

¢ Economy & Population Growth

-+ Land prices have increased. BCCP presumed annual population growth rate of
2.25% but actual annual average growth rate from 1996 — 2024 was 4.05%

¢ Regulatory

- USFWS has issued individual incidental take permits within BCP preserve acquisition
area since BCCP Permit was issued.

¢ Ecology

* Not all caves remaining to protect have adequate land around them to protect @
features. Cave substitutions are necessary.



Pursue high priority sites
as available

Pursue remaining cave
tracts

|dentify suitable karst
substitution features

Look for alternative sites
with habitat and caves to
compensate for lost lands
and to improve the edge-
to-area ratio.




CHALLENGES

URBAN EXPANSION

Small patch size/small
populations

Habitat fragmentation/edge

effects

Edge-adapted
predators/parasites

Reduced hardwood
recruitment (white-tailed deer,
feral hogs, oak wilt)

Invasive, non-native plants




MANAGEMENT St
CHALLENGES

URBAN EXPANSION  § AEaiec7SE RIS el

' . ‘ f _ N "'—.. ﬂ-l'—-?:: ‘.h . i .‘II-.—.“ . -, '_,' L] -;'-
Public access | O i AR G TSRS Ak . |

Trespassing

Encampments

Fencing and boundary patrol EE. A

Habitat restoration

Water quality protection
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MANAGEMENT
CHALLENGES

PRESERVE
MANAGEMENT

Species surveys

Oak wilt prevention & control
Non-native species removal
Climate change

Wildfire

Drought

Flooding
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