
Public Safety Commission Meeting Minutes  Monday, May 6, 2024 

 
1 

 
  
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION                  
REGULAR CALLED MEETING MINUTES                     
Monday, May 6, 2024 
 

The Public Safety Commission convened in a regular called meeting on Monday, May 6, 2024, 
at City Hall Building, Boards and Commissions Room, 301 W 2nd Street in Austin, Texas. 
 
Chair Ramírez called the Public Safety Commission Meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   
 
Commissioners in Attendance: 
Nelly Paulina Ramírez, Chair 
Rebecca Bernhardt 
Cory Hall-Martin 
Paul Hermesmeyer 
David Holmes  
 
Commissioners in Attendance Remotely: 
Kristy Orr 
Michael Sierra-Arévalo 
Yasmine Smith 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 
 

None. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

1. Approve the minutes of the Public Safety Commission regular meeting on April 1, 2024. 
 
The minutes from the meeting on 04/01/2024, were approved on Commissioner 
Bernhardt’s motion, Commissioner Hall-Martin’s second on a 6-0 vote. 
Commissioners Orr and Sierra-Arévalo were off the dais. Vice Chair Ruttan and 
Commissioners Nguyễn and Reyes were absent. 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 

2. Public Safety Quarterly Report, Austin Fire Department 
 
Presentation was given by Jeff Kennedy, Assistant Chief, Austin Fire Department. 
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Commissioner Smith asked if fire extinguishers are being distributed to encampments. 
If so, how many and can AFD provide some additional information on that 
distribution. 
 
Commissioner Smith asked for a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats 
(SWOT) analysis for the most recent overdose uptick be available for the community 
and updated to the dashboard. 
 
Commissioner Bernhardt asked for information on Cancer Perfluorooctane Sulfonic 
Acid (PFOS)/foam mitigation and information tracking. 
 

3. Overview Cadet Training/Academy Update and Kroll Report Review with Austin Police 
Department. 
Presentations were given by Rob McGrath, Program Manager III, Austin Police 
Department and Michael Chancellor, Commander, Austin Police Department.  
 
The motion to approve to allow the speaker to finish their comments was approved on 
Commissioner Smith’s motion, Commissioner Hermesmeyer’s second on a vote of 8-0. 
Vice Chair Ruttan, Commissioners Nguyễn and Reyes were absent.  
 

4. Update on the Weather Preparedness and Inclement Weather Procedures with Public Safety 
Departments and the Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (HSEM).  
 
Presentation was given by Ken Snipes, Director, Office of Emergency Management.   

 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
Use of known carcinogens and cancer monitoring at AFD (Chair Ramírez, Commissioner 
Bernhardt) 
 
Worker’s Compensation for all sworn personnel 
 
Community Police Review Commission, Office of Police Oversight 
 
Department demographics 
 
Wildfire Preparedness as it relates to those experiencing homelessness 
 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management update on communications 
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Chair Ramírez adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m. without objection.  
 
The minutes were approved at the 6/3/2024 meeting on Commissioner Bernhardt’s motion, 
Commissioner Hermesmeyer’s second on a 9-0 vote. Commissioner Nguyễn was off the dais. 
Commissioner Smith was absent 
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