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Dive deeper

USDA Northern Forests Climate Hub
"'_';-__H 1LS. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT OF AUSTIN'S
URBAN FOREST AND NATURAL AREAS

A report from the Urban Forestry
Climate Change Response Framework

October 2020
Climate Hub Technical Report NFCH-5



What Is it

An assessment that evaluates the vulnerability of urban trees and natural

and developed landscapes within the City of Austin to a range of future
climates.




Vulnerability Is...

...the susceptibility of a system to the
adverse effects of climate change.

Vulnerability is a function of potential
climate change impacts and the adaptive
capacity of the system.



Vulnerability Assessment
Highlights: Climate
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Vulnerability

Assessment O high

: : 2%
Highlights: Trees 11%
]
Almost 90% of species are modirdie mﬂ:f;te-
moderately — highly vulnerable 32% e

76% of low and moderately

vulnerable species are native to our Percentage of trees in the region
area within each vulnerability category




Why It matters

Climate change is here; 6 of the hottest 10 years in Austin were between
2000-2019.

Austin has over 33 million trees; our trees will be directly and indirectly
impacted by climate change.

Extreme heat is a threat to our community. Trees shade and cool.
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Dive deeper

e Summary of the report here

 Full report here

e Austin's Climate Equity Plan



https://www.climatehubs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/urbanAustinsummaryhighlights_2020.pdf
https://www.climatehubs.usda.gov/hubs/northern-forests/topic/vulnerability-assessment-austins-urban-forest-and-natural-areas
http://www.austintexas.gov/page/austin-climate-equity-plan
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