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What is it

Why it matters

Dive deeper



What is it

An assessment that evaluates the vulnerability of urban trees and natural 
and developed landscapes within the City of Austin to a range of future 
climates.



Vulnerability is…

…the susceptibility of a system to the 
adverse effects of climate change. 

Vulnerability is a function of potential 
climate change impacts and the adaptive 
capacity of the system.

Use this space for an engaging
chart or images



Vulnerability Assessment 
Highlights: Climate

● Increased temperatures 

● Precipitation (droughts and floods)

● Shift to aridification



Vulnerability 
Assessment
Highlights: Trees

Almost 90% of species are 
moderately – highly vulnerable

76% of low and moderately 
vulnerable species are native to our 
area



Why it matters

Climate change is here; 6 of the hottest 10 years in Austin were between 
2000-2019.

Austin has over 33 million trees; our trees will be directly and indirectly 
impacted by climate change.

Extreme heat is a threat to our community. Trees shade and cool.



Significant Benefits



Dive deeper

• Summary of the report here

• Full report here

• Austin's Climate Equity Plan

https://www.climatehubs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/urbanAustinsummaryhighlights_2020.pdf
https://www.climatehubs.usda.gov/hubs/northern-forests/topic/vulnerability-assessment-austins-urban-forest-and-natural-areas
http://www.austintexas.gov/page/austin-climate-equity-plan


Emily King
Urban Forester
Emily.King@AustinTexas.gov

facebook.com/NatureCityATX

instagram.com/NatureCityATX

https://www.facebook.com/NatureCityATX/
https://www.instagram.com/naturecityatx/
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