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MEMORANDUM 

To: Conor Byrne, APR BAi Project No: 7129 Date: 5/29/2024 

  Project Name: Austin Pickle Ranch Sound 
Monitoring 

  From: Andy Miller 

  E-mail: amiller@baiaustin.com 

EQUIPMENT 

An EN/IEC class 1 and ANSI S1.4 type 1 precision sound analyzer – Norsonic Nor145 with type 
1209 microphone and type 1209A preamplifier – was calibrated using an IEC class 1 sound 
calibrator – Norsonic model nor1256. The sound analyzer was calibrated prior to initiating the 
sound monitoring and checked at the conclusion of the monitoring period, per measurement 
standard requirements. 

SETUP TIME AND LOCATION 

The measurement equipment was located on the roof of a business directly across the street 
from and at approximately the same elevation as the Austin Pickle Ranch pickleball courts. This 
is referred to as “Measurement Location 1” or “Roof Location” (Refer to Figure 1 below showing 
the equipment in its final recording state.) 

 

Figure 1. Microphone mounting location on the ridge of the roof of a neighboring property across 
the street, to evaluate sound transmission level to other properties. 
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The equipment was put into service recording measurements and audio at this location at 2:14 
p.m. on Thursday, April 18 and recording was stopped at 1:52 p.m. on Monday, April 22. 

A second measurement location on the edge of the parking garage parapet (the wall of Austin 
Pickle Ranch) was also selected, directly behind a pickle ball court. The equipment was put into 
service at 2:38 p.m. on Monday, April 22, and recording was stopped at 9:10 p.m. the same 
day. This measurement location is referred to in this report as “Measurement Location 2” or 
“APR Location.”   

These measurements and recordings were used to evaluate the influence of sound from pickle 
ball play on site noise levels at various locations, as discussed below, especially relative to the 
City of Austin code on noise restrictions. The figure below illustrates the relationships among the 
properties and measurement locations with a satellite image. 

 

Figure 2. Measurement locations relative to the pickleball venue, pickleball business property 
line, and residential property line are shown in this satellite image from Google Earth. Note the 
distances of 164 feet from the venue to the first measurement location and about 300 feet from 
the venue to the residential property line. 
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THE CODE OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS 

The part of the code that is used to outline the information presented below is: 

The Code of the City of Austin, Title 9 – Prohibited Activities, Chapter 9-2 – Noise and 
Amplified Sound, Article 1. – General Provisions. 

With reference to the city code, the items and activity that produces the noise in question 
associated with pickle ball are a person holding a paddle and striking a ball. The collective 
equipment and activity would be considered “Sound Equipment” as defined by the code, since 
the paddle and ball produce a sound. Pertinent “Noise and Amplified Sound” restrictions are 
reproduced below, for easy reference, but these may be referenced in their original location on 
the Municode Library at https://library.municode.com/tx/austin/codes/code_of_ordinances. 

In Title 9. – Prohibited Activities, 9-2-3 – General Restrictions: 

“(A) A person may not: 

(1) use or permit the use of sound equipment at a business in excess of the decibel limits 
prescribed by this chapter; 

(2) make noise or play a musical instrument audible to an adjacent business or residence 
between 10:30 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.; ….” 

In Title 9. – Prohibited Activities, 9-2-4 – Restriction on Decibel Level.: 

“A person may not operate sound equipment at a business that produces sound: 

(1) in excess of 85 decibels between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m., as measured at the property line 
of the business; or 

(2) is audible at the property line of the business between 2:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.” 

In Title 9. – Prohibited Activities, 9-2-5 – Restriction on Use of Sound Equipment in a 
Residential Area.: 

“ (A) This section applies to property zoned as residential under Section 25-2-32(B) (Zoning 
Districts and Map Codes). 

(B) A person may not use sound equipment that produces sound audible beyond the property 
line of a residence in a residential area between 10:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

(C) A person may not use sound equipment audible beyond the property line of a residence in a 
residential area that produces sound in excess of 75 decibels.” 

These are summarized in the table below. 




