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Southwest Region: AZ, NM, OK, and TX



Ecological Services Field Office in Texas

• Administer U.S. Endangered 
     Species Act

• Petitioned species assessment

• Listed species recovery 

• Conservation planning assistance



Austin Ecological Services Field Office

Project Leader, Karen Myers
           karen_myers@fws.gov

Branch of Consultations and Habitat 
Conservation Plans
           Christina Williams
           christina_williams@fws.gov

Branch of Listing and Recovery
           Michael Warriner

Texas Transportation Branch
           Dawn Gardiner
          dawn_gardiner@fws.gov



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Resources

www.ecos.fws.gov/ecp/



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Resources

www.ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Branch of Listing and Recovery

Central and Western Texas

• 51 Endangered species

• 12 Threatened species

• 4 Proposed endangered 
      species

• 6 Petitioned species 
     for listing consideration



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Branch of Listing and Recovery (Species Leads)



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Listed Species in Travis County

Karst Invertebrates - Endangered
• Bee Creek Cave harvestman
• Bone Cave harvestman
• Coffin Cave mold beetle
• Krettschmarr Cave mold beetle
• Tooth Cave pseudoscorpion
• Tooth cave spider

FY25 Deliverables
5-year reviews: updates on status of species
Solicitation for new information published
in Federal Register

• Coffin Cave mold beetle
• Tooth Cave pseudoscorpion
• Tooth Cave spider

Images courtesy of Colin Strickland (City of Austin)



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Listed Species in Travis County

Salamanders
• Austin blind salamander - Endangered
• Barton Springs salamander – Endangered
• Jollyville Plateau salamander – Threatened

FY25 Deliverables
5-year reviews: 

• Austin blind salamander
• Barton Springs salamander

Recovery outline/draft recovery plan:    ;
• Jollyville Plateau salamander

FY26 Deliverables 
5-year review: 

• Jollyville Plateau salamander



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Listed Species in Travis County

Birds

• Golden-cheeked warbler – 
     Endangered

FY25 Deliverables
• 5-year review

Image courtesy of Gil Eckrich



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Listed Species in Travis County

Freshwater Mussels

• Texas fatmucket - Endangered

FY25 Deliverables
• Recovery Outline



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Listed Species in Travis County

Plants

• Bracted twistflower - Endangered

FY26 Deliverables
• Draft recovery plan



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Proposed Species in Travis County

Tri-colored bat (multi-state range)
• Proposed endangered (9/14/2022)

Image courtesy of Tim Krynak 
(Cleveland Metroparks)



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Petitioned Species in Travis County

www.fws.gov/project/national-listing-workplan



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Petitioned Species in Travis County



External Petition for 
Listing Consideration

90-day FindingNot Substantial

Substantial

Species Status Assessment

12-month FindingNot Warranted
Warranted: Proposed Rule Endangered/Threatened

Final Rule Endangered/Threatened

Public Comment

Public Comment

External Peer/Technical Review

Recommendation Team Meeting



Austin Ecological Services Field Office
Petitioned Species in Travis County

Monarch butterfly
• FY25 12-month finding

American and variable cuckoo 
bumble bees

• FY27 12-month finding

Correll’s false dragonhead
• FY27 12-month finding

Pedernales River springs salamander
• FY28 12-month finding

Image of Correll’s false dragonhead courtesy of Reid Harden



Questions/Comments
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