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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
REGULAR CALLED MEETING 
MINUTES 
MONDAY, March 6, 2023 

 
The PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION convened in a REGULAR CALLED MEETING on 
March 6, 2023 at City Hall, Boards and Commissions Room, 301 W. 2nd Street, 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 

 
Chair Bernhardt called the Public Safety Commission Meeting to order at 4:05p.m. 

Board Members/Commissioners in Attendance: 

Rebecca Bernhardt, Chair 
 
Board Members/Commissioners in Attendance Remotely: 

 
Nelly Ramirez, Vice Chair 
Kathleen Hausenfluck 
John Kiracofe 
Michael Sierra-Arevalo 
Timothy Ruttan 
David Holmes 

 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATION 
 
None. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Approve the minutes of the November 7, 2022 Public Safety Commission Regular Meeting 
The motion to approve the November 7, 2022 Public Safety Commission Regular 
Meeting Minutes was motioned by Commissioner Hausenfluck and failed on a 3-0 vote. 
Commissioners Kiracofe, Ruttan, Hausenfluck and Holmes abstained. Commissioner 
Hall-Martin was absent.  
Approve the December 5, 2022 Public Safety Commission Regular Meeting  

The motion to approve the December 5, 2022 Public Safety Commission Regular 
Meeting Minutes was motioned by Commissioner Hausenfluck and failed on a 5-0 vote. 
Commissioners Ruttan and Holmes abstained. Commissioner Hall-Martin was absent.  
 
Approve the January 9, 2023 Public Safety Commission Regular Meeting 
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The motion to approve the January 9, 2023 Public Safety Commission Regular Meeting 
Minutes was motioned by Commissioner Hausenfluck and failed on a 5-0 vote. 
Commissioners Ruttan and Holmes abstained. Commissioner Hall-Martin was absent.  

 
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 

2. Public Safety Quarterly Reports – Austin Fire Department and ATCEMS (Emergency 
Medical Services) 

 Presentation was made by Rob Vires, Chief of Staff, Austin Fire Department.  
 

Presentation was made by Teresa Gardner, Chief of Staff Austin/ Travis County 
Emergency Medical Services Department.  

3. Discussion of winter/extreme weather event preparedness 
Discussed. The following participated in the discussion: Robert Nicks, President, Austin 
Firefighters Association; Selena Xie, President, Austin Emergency Medical Services 
Association; Kevin Parker, Division Chief, Austin Travis County Emergency Medical 
Services; Brandon Wade, Assistant Chief , Austin Fire Department; Jason Stansizewski, 
Assistant Chief, Austin Police Department. 

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
Discuss/draft recommendation regarding enough generators for public safety departments (Ruttan) 
Update from Chief Medical Officer (Bernhardt) 
Update on 911 Call Center (Kiracofe) 
View Report on disabled community’s interaction with Austin Police department and what kind of 
actions come as a result of report (Ramirez) 
Election of PSC Officers for the 2023-2024 year (mandatory election in April each year per City 
Clerk’s office) 
Safety of Uber and Lyft drivers (Bernhardt) 
 
 
Chair Bernhardt adjourned the meeting at 6:00 pm without objection.  
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