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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
REGULAR CALLED MEETING 
MINUTES 
MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2023 

 
The PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION convened in a REGULAR CALLED MEETING on 
January 9, 2023 at COA Permitting and Development Building, 6310 Wilhelmina Delco– 
Room 1405 AUSTIN, TEXAS 

 
Chair Bernhardt called the Public Safety Commission Meeting to order at 4:16p.m. 

Board Members/Commissioners in Attendance: 

Rebecca Bernhardt, Chair 
 
Board Members/Commissioners in Attendance Remotely: 

 
Nelly Ramírez, Vice Chair 
Kathleen Hausenfluck 
John Kiracofe 
Michael Sierra-Arévalo 
Rebecca Webber 

 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 
 
Chris Harris 
 
Elizabeth Gonzales 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Discussion of the minutes of the PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION REGULAR 
MEETING on November 7, 2022.  
Postponed. 

 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 

2. Public Safety Quarterly Report – Austin Police Department 
Presentation was made by Jason Matson, Research & Planning Division, Austin Police 
Department. 

 
3. Discussion and possible action on Recommendation regarding counsel at first appearance for 

all criminal charges in Travis County. 
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The motion to approve the Recommendation regarding counsel at first appearance for 
all criminal charges in Travis County was made by Commissioner Ramírez, seconded 
by Commissioner Webber and failed on a 5-0 vote. Commissioner Sierra-Arévalo 
abstained. Commissioners Gonzales and Hall-Martin were absent. 

 
The motion to place the Recommendation on City Council agenda was made by Chair 
Bernhardt, seconded by Commissioner Ramírez and approved on a 6-0 vote. 
Commissioners Gonzales and Hall-Martin were absent. 

 
4. Discussion and possible action endorsing the Austin Police Oversight Act, which is on the 

May 2023 ballot. 
Postponed. 

 
5. Discussion and possible action on Austin Police Department Towing Fee Study 

The presentation was made by Michelle Schmidt, Financial Director, Austin Police 
Department.  

 
The motion to recommend that Council send the study back to the drawing 
board and not pass it at the next meeting was made by Commissioner Webber, 
seconded by Commissioner Ramírez and failed on a 5-1 vote. Commissioner 
Kiracofe voted no. Commissioners Gonzales and Hall-Martin were absent. 

 
6. Discussion and possible action on Kroll Report regarding Austin Police Department Training 

Academy 
Questions were answered by Mark Ehlers, Managing Director, Kroll Consultants; 
Retired Chief Rick Brown, Curriculum Review Committee; and Joyce James, Joyce 
James Consulting. 
 
Questions were answered by Assistant Chief Jason Staniszewski, Austin Police 
Department; Commander Wade Lyons, Austin Police Department; and Dr. Anne 
Kringen, Austin Police Department; and Chief Robin Henderson, Chief of Staff, Austin 
Police Department.  
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

• Legislative Update for some point in future as new Texas legislative session begins 
(Commissioner Ramírez) 

• Training Academy Update from Kroll Associates on March 1st (Commissioner 
Ramírez) 

• Updates from Cap Metro as they are forming a new police force (Commissioner 
Ramírez) 

 
Chair Bernhardt adjourned the meeting at 5:57pm without objection.  
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