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RESOLUTION NO. 1 

WHEREAS, the City of Austin regulates noise and amplified sound to 2 

ensure that it does not negatively impact the quality of life of residents and 3 

communities across the city; and 4 

WHEREAS, Chapter 9-2 of the City Code limits amplified sound on 5 

residential property from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. at a maximum of 75 decibels and 6 

prohibits amplified sound from being audible beyond the property line from 10 7 

p.m. to 10 a.m.; and 8 

WHEREAS, the City currently limits noise from mechanical equipment to 9 

70 adjusted decibels measured from the property line shared with a triggering 10 

property or alleyway; and 11 

WHEREAS, air conditioning units and other rooftop machinery can operate 12 

and emit sound 24-hours a day; and 13 

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO) has determined that, 14 

following air pollution, noise pollution is the second largest environmental cause 15 

of health problems; and 16 

WHEREAS, the WHO recommends nighttime noise levels of less than 40 17 

adjusted decibels outside of bedrooms to prevent adverse health effects; and 18 

WHEREAS, due to rooftop machinery and other sources, many Austin 19 

residents could experience nighttime noise levels exceeding 40 adjusted decibels; 20 

and 21 

WHEREAS, cities including New York City, Salt Lake City, San Antonio, 22 

Denver, Seattle, Portland, and Houston limit daytime and nighttime sound below 23 

70 decibels; and 24 
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WHEREAS, on July 23, 2024, the Planning Commission recommended 25 

City Council amend the Density Bonus 90 (DB90) zoning district to reduce the 26 

decibel limit of mechanical equipment from 70 to 45 decibels as measured at a 27 

property line shared with a triggering property or alleyway; and 28 

WHEREAS, regulating noise through zoning does not address the concerns 29 

with noise pollution comprehensively; and 30 

WHEREAS, the City Council seeks recommendations to update the City 31 

Code so that the City’s requirements better regulate noise from machinery, better 32 

align with best practices and peer cities, and improve the quality of life for many 33 

residents; NOW, THEREFORE,  34 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN: 35 

As it relates to noise generated from machinery, the City Manager is directed 36 

to study the impacts of the current City sound regulations on residents, evaluate 37 

best practices and peer cities, and identify opportunities to comprehensively 38 

improve City sound regulations. 39 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 40 

The City Manager is directed to report back to City Council with results of 41 

this study and recommended next steps by March of 2025. 42 

 43 

ADOPTED:                                 , 2024  ATTEST: _______________________ 44 
                                Myrna Rios 45 
                        City Clerk 46 


