
Black-
capped 
Vireo
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One of  six vireo species known to 
breed in Central Texas. 

Small vireo with a distinctive black 
head and bold, white spectacles. 

Otherwise, greenish above with white 
underparts.

Females, immatures are slightly duller.

Territories generally are 2-4 acres in 
size.

Migrate to Mexico for the winter.

BRIEF OVERVIEW
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BLACK-CAPPED VIREO HABITAT

Patchy shrubland composed of  dense 
thickets and clumps of  varying size and 
distribution, where vegetation cover 
extends to the ground.

 

Plant species composition is 

variable but, in our area, often is 

dominated by Shin oak.



Our primary obligations include:

Ensuring the preservation and 
management of  2000 acres of  available 
BCVI habitat.

Regularly monitoring BCVI populations 
and habitat.

Implementing restoration projects to 
enhance or create suitable breeding 
habitat.

Raising awareness of  this species and its 
habitat through public education and 
outreach.

Supporting research initiatives into BCVI 
ecology and threats.
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B A L C O N E S  C A N Y O N L A N D S  P R E S E R V E



The Black-capped Vireo was 
Federally listed as endangered in 
1987 due to habitat loss and 
degradation from brushland 
clearing (development, 
agriculture) and fire suppression.

Brown-headed Cowbird parasitism 
was also a concern. 
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In May 2018, the Black-capped 
Vireo was removed from the 
federal List of  Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife. 

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Serviceõs 
decision to delist the vireo was 
made with the assumption that 
protected habitat would remain 
intact and continue to be managed 
for the species.
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Vireo Abundance and Territories on all Travis County 
Managed Lands, 2001-2024
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ă Kotrla  ă Flying K ă 
ă Endres ă Scott & White ă

Abundance

Territories

Kotrla Unit
Kotrla, Scott & White, Endres, Flying K tracts

Abundance
(2023)

Territories
(2023)

% Successfully 
Fledged

Total HY Count

29 (11) 16 (11) 50% 22



Jollyville

Abundance

Territories

Jollyville Unit
Vireo Ridge, Vista Point, Nootsie, Cuevas tracts

Abundance
(2023)

Territories
(2023)

% Successfully 
Fledged

Total HY Count
(2023)

25 (15) 20 (11) 70% 47 (28)



ă Lucas ă Steiner ă 
ă Lake Travis Bluffs ă

Abundance

Territories

Lucas tract (Lake Travis Bluffs) & Steiner Ranch Preserve

Abundance
(2023)

Territories
(2023)

% Successfully 
Fledged

Total HY Count
(2023)

8 (2) 7 (2) 86% 26 (4)



Wheless

Abundance

Territories

Wheless tract

Abundance Territories
% Successfully 

Fledged
Total HY Count

4 3 66% 8



ă Pace Bend ă

Abundance

Territories

ă Reimersă
Milton Reimers Ranch Park & Pace Bend Park

Abundance
(2023)

Territories
(2023)

% Successfully 
Fledged

Total HY Count
(2023)

12 (5) 6 (4) 67% 11 (8)



All Properties Season Totals

Abundance 80

Territories 52

Newly Banded Males 26

Newly Banded Females 4

Newly Banded HYs 24

Banded HYs that Fledged 21

Return Banded Birds 19

Total HYs Produced 114



23

32

55 Total Nests  Found

Fledged Failed



The Three Elders
Randall Boggs (7 Years) ς Sherbet (8+ Years) ς RGP (8+ Years)



Dispersal in action!

Megamind, son of  Sherbet
Stitch, son of  Waldo

B A N D I N G  N E S T L I N G S
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