TRAVIS COUNTY’S BCCP Activities FY2024 Biannual Update: 1 April 2024 — 30 September 2024

BCCP Administration

Public Participation

Thirty-eight Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan (BCCP) applications
were received and processed, and six Participation Certificates were issued.
A total of $165,340.00 in mitigation payments were received and split 50:50
between Travis County and the City of Austin.

Land Acquisition

Travis County completed a fee simple purchase of the 19.4-acre HSD620
tract in August. This property is in the Cypress Creek macrosite.

Personnel

Environmental Specialist - BCCP Administrator, Leigh Stuemke, resigned in
April. Cara Wade was hired for this position in September.

In May, Isaac Rubenstein was hired as a Natural Resources Specialist Senior
working on climate resiliency planning and habitat restoration projects.

Melanyse Thomas worked as a Mickey Leland intern from May to August.

Aimee Oliveri was hired as a Natural Resources Tech in July. She works as
part of the Outreach Team.

Spring season temporary Natural Resources Techs, Addison Denton, Rachel
Jessup, and Makayla Timms completed their term in September.

Winter season temporary Natural Resources Techs, Luis Alatorre, Christian
Bradbury, and Abigail Cox started their term in September.

Rare and Endangered Resources Management

Golden-cheeked
Warblers

Natural Resources staff (Staff), contractor Jennifer Reidy, and volunteers
conducted golden-cheeked warbler intensive plot, enumeration, and
presence/absence surveys during March through June on Travis County BCP
and Parks land. Eleven golden-cheeked warblers were color banded this
season on Travis County BCP tracts. Color banding aids in identification of
individuals while surveying.

Golden-cheeked warblers have rarely been seen at Pace Bend Park, but a
survey this year documented four warbler territories at the park.

Black-capped vireos

Black-capped vireo surveys were conducted from April through August. Fifty-
two territories were identified this year on Travis County BCP and Parks land.
This is the most territories identified in a single survey season on Travis
County properties. Fifty-three black-capped vireos were banded this season.
Fifty-five nests were located, nine of which were impacted by nest parasitism
from brown-headed cowbirds.
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Karst Invertebrates

Staff performed spring season faunal surveys at six BCCP-listed
caves. Summer season surveys were conducted at seven BCCP-listed
caves and two additional endangered species caves.

Spring season cricket exit counts were performed at five BCCP-listed
caves. Summer season exit counts were conducted at six BCCP-listed caves
and one additional endangered species cave.

Travis County and City of Austin staff participated in a BCCP Karst
Completion meeting in September.

Staff and a contractor, Zara Environmental, evaluated caves that could be
potential candidates for restoration as part of a Texas Department of
Transportation mitigation project for impacts to Karst Zone 1 habitat along FM
620. The proposal is still pending.

Bats

Staff attended a two-day bat acoustic training workshop in September,
purchased bat survey equipment, and are developing a bat monitoring
protocol in preparation for implementing a bat monitoring program in Fiscal
Year 2025. This will allow staff to learn more about the Tricolored bat, which
may soon be federally listed as endangered, as well as other bats inhabiting
the BCP.

Rare Plants

Staff began surveying Texas amorpha (Amorpha roemeriana) mostly on
known locations on the Jollyville Unit, as well as Cypress Creek and Sandy
Creek Parks.

Staff completed a Canyon mock-orange (Philadelphus texensis var. ernestii)
survey at Hamilton Pool Preserve.

Staff worked with Dr. Jonathan Flickinger, Conservation Collections Manager
at the LBJ Wildflower Center, on endemic seed banking. Seeds were
collected for Texas amorpha, Heller's Marble-seed (Onosmodium helleri),
and Scarlet leather-flower (Clematis texensis).

Plant and Animal Management

Bird Banding

Staff completed the second year of a MAPS (Monitoring Avian Productivity
and Survivorship) banding effort on the New Life tract. Staff captured,
banded, and collected data on 125 new birds representing 20 different
species.

Brown-headed
cowbirds

Natural Resources staff, Parks staff, and volunteers operated five cowbird
traps on or near the BCP from April through June. They captured 150
cowbirds.

White-tailed deer

Staff completed camera deer surveys in September. Deer spotlight surveys
began in September and will continue through October.

Feral Hogs

Staff trapped and harvested 18 feral hogs on the BCP: seven from the Kotrla
Unit, one on the Ribelin tract, and ten from the Flying K conservation
easement.
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Invasive Ants

Staff treated 159 red imported fire ant mounds at 16 BCCP-listed caves and
eight mounds at one additional endangered species cave.

University of Texas researcher, Dr. Ed LeBrun, continued microsporidian
pathogen inoculation and monitoring of the rediscovered tawny crazy ant
population at No Rent and Weldon Caves. Travis County staff conducted ant
density sampling within those caves during the spring and summer faunal
surveys.

In September, staff discovered a tawny crazy ant population at Sandy Creek
Park, which is adjacent to the Wheless tract. Parks staff was informed of the
infestation and will establish best management practices to control the spread
of these ants.

Invasive Plants

Staff, contractors, and volunteers removed 3,609 invasive plants from 10
BCP tracts. In addition, staff continued treating Johnson grass, bamboo,
wisteria, and Japanese honeysuckle on various tracts. Heritage Tree Care
was contracted to conduct a Johnson grass control project at the Crossings
conservation easement.

Land Stewardship

Habitat Restoration

During the summer, restoration field work was limited to watering native
plants that were planted in restoration areas during the previous year, taking
care of young potted plants for future restoration work, and seed collection.
Staff also planned for future restoration projects and worked on designing a
greenhouse.

Fence and Road

In September, the contractor, Sundt, began repairs on the primitive service

Repairs roads in the Jollyville and Cypress Creek Units.
BCP Building plans for both the second-floor office space renovation and the
Visitor Center were submitted to the City of Austin for review as part of the
Buildings permitting process.
Two new mini split air conditioning units were installed in the Snowden
House.
C i Five annual reviews were conducted on BCP conservation easements. Two
Ié)gsS:rrr\]/Snltzn property owners were non-compliant with their easement and staff continued

to work with them to resolve the issues.

Wildfire Mitigation

During the summer, staff flagged treatment areas in the wildland-urban
interface in preparation for fall and winter fuel mitigation work.

Utility Infrastructure
Corridors

Pedernales Electric Cooperative (PEC) plans to move a section of their utility
lines out of the Lake Perspective tract to follow alongside Bullick Hollow
Road. In July, they surveyed the area in preparation for the change. PEC
also conducted routine vegetation clearing along their utility lines which cross
through the BCP.
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On May 13™, approximately 12,500 gallons of wastewater from an Austin
Water lift station spilled into the Bull Creek watershed and the Concordia
; conservation easement. Most of the wastewater was absorbed into the
Water Quality ) : ; . ) . o
ground in the immediate area of the lift station, with the remaining runoff
concentrated in the pond at Concordia. No cleanup efforts on the BCP were
required.

Patrol and Law Enforcement

Trespassing, dumping, and tree cutting along the BCP boundary were
ongoing issues. Staff worked with neighbors to resolve issues and, when
necessary, pursue restitution for damages.

Trespass and Park Police issued two criminal trespass warnings to mountain bikers. In one
Property Damage case, the biker had gotten lost on the preserve and was hospitalized for
dehydration.

There was one incident of fence damage due to a vehicle collision on the
Lime Creek Ranch tract.

Outreach/Volunteers

See BCP Partner Education Summary FY24 Biannual Report for April 1 — September 30, 2024

Photo 2

Photos 1 and 2: Photo 1 shows four black-capped vireo nestlings. Photo 2 shows two brown-headed
cowbird nestlings in a black-capped vireo nest. Brown-headed cowbirds are nest parasites who lay their
eggs in the nests of other bird species and the cowbird chicks are then raised by the “adopted” parents.
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