City of Austin’s BCCP Activities
Bi-Annual Update: 1 April 2024 — 30 September 2024

BCCP Administration

Infrastructure | Nineteen Infrastructure Habitat Assessment Applications were processed, and
Projects Determination Letters issued, from April 2024 through September 2024.

Land

Acquisition/ Austin Water acquired a 33.4-acre tract contiguous with the Kent Butler Ecological
Management | Reserve.

Agreements

Reports and

Austin Water provided sponsorship and staff to help coordinate and present at the Ashe
Juniper Symposium (May 8 & 9, 2024). 2024 Ashe Juniper Symposium : Biodiversity
Works

Staff are creating a GIS database to assist with land management planning.

Events
Staff contributed to a presentation about the BCCP to the City of Austin Environmental
Commision.
Staff presented about cave work in South Austin to the Save Barton Creek Association.
| Met with PARD staff and Austin Archery Club members to discuss minimally invasive
Dual- fence options.
managed
Properties Coordinating on proposed trail re-alignments within the Barton Creek greenbelt.
Austin Water is currently recruiting for the vacant Environmental Conservation Program
Manager position supervising AW BCP staff.
Ariana Lisefsky and Lacey Smith joined Wildland Conservation Division (WCD) as
Personnel Environmental Information Specialists.
WCD is currently hiring for two vacant Facility Service Specialists.
All WCD Biologists were reclassified to the Environmental Scientist job family to reflect
their range of duties and align with other similar positions throughout the City.
Rare and Endangered Species Resources Management
Golden-cheeked Warbler Delisting Lawsuit — On 5 September 2024, a federal court
ordered that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) second 90-day finding on a
petition to delist the GCWA be vacated and remanded to USFWS for further
consideration.
Golden-
cheeked The GCWA remains on the endangered species list.
Warbler
(GCWA) and _ , .
Black-capped USFWS is currently working on the 5-year status review for the GCWA.
Vireo (BCVI)

Staff and volunteers mapped territories, color-banded adult birds, and documented
nesting success of GCWAs on 11 intensive study plots (including one on The Nature
Conservancy’s Barton Creek Habitat Preserve) from March through June. (Travis
County BCP staff monitored an additional 2 plots.)
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Sixty-three volunteers searched for banded GCWAs outside the study plots on thirty-
one 100-acre search areas between late March and late May. WCD and County BCP
staff held an appreciation event for those volunteers on July 20.

During summer months, staff entered data into ESRI ArcPro, performed quality
assurance/quality control, and prepared spreadsheets for data analyses.

From March through July, staff mapped territories, color-banded adult birds, and
documented nesting success of BCVIs in seven areas where the birds have attempted
to establish territories in the past. For the first time in memory, a male BCVI attempted
to establish a territory on private property edging into Commons Ford Ranch Park; that
bird was also banded by staff.

Rare Plants

Staff found a rare orchid (Hexalectris grandiflora) blooming for the first time since 2017
(discovered in 2010).

Staff conducted census surveys for Bracted Twistflowers at Ullrich Water Treatment
Plant and Bull Creek District Park, and guided volunteers and PARD rangers for census
surveys at Mt. Bonnell and Barton Creek Greenbelt.

Karst
Invertebrates/
Karst Work

Staff conducted cave faunal surveys and cave cricket exit counts on all assigned caves
(ongoing).

Hydrogeological studies continue in the FM 2222 and RM 620 area. Contractors and
staff continue to excavate filled caves on AW BCP preserves along FM 2222 and RM
620 with funding provided from Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to
mitigate the FM 2222 bypass to RM 620.

Staff surveyed and sketched Sacred Grove Cave on Stovepipe Preserve.

Staff surveyed and sketched Collaboration Cave as well as excavated Mark Sandel
Cave on the Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge.

Staff mostly finished the surveying and sketching of Cricket Cave at the Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center.

Staff conducted soft tick surveys at the Villages of Western Oaks Karst Preserve.

Staff excavated into new portions of Slaughter Creek, Midnight, and Get Down Caves.

Cave excavation contractors excavated Melinoe Sink, Gaping Jaw, and Wooden Derrick
Cave.

Jollyville
Plateau
Salamander
(JPS)

Austin Water continues to conduct aquatic life surveys of springs across the BCP on a
periodic basis in hopes of locating new salamander locations and other rare stygobitic
life.

Staff continue to conduct twice yearly JPS surveys in Testudo Tube; all salamanders
captured are photographed for future population analysis.

Watershed Protection staff are leading efforts to improve habitat for JPS and GCWA,
and prevent future flooding/erosion/sedimentation issues, by notching five failing dams
on upper Bull Creek. The proposal is in the planning stages, and WP is coordinating
with AW BCP, USFWS, and Corps of Engineers.
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Plant and Animal Control

Mammals

To reduce feral hog numbers, staff continue to operate several hog pen traps.

Red-imported
Fire Ants
(RIFA) and
Tawny Crazy
Ants (TCA)

With funding provided under the interlocal agreement with the University of Texas at
Austin, Ed LeBrun continued monitoring TCA and native ant densities and effectiveness
of management strategies. He recently confirmed TCAs on the Lime Creek tract;
several caves are very close to the expanding edges of this infestation. To minimize
further spread of TCAs, Dr. LeBrun plans to inoculate this colony with the
microsporidian pathogen, Myrmecomorba nylanderiae in spring 2025.

Invasive
Plants

Staff continue to remove non-native plants from City of Austin BCP tracts.

Land Stewardship

Habitat
Restoration

Staff led habitat restoration workdays for volunteers and corporate groups on three BCP
tracts 3-5 times each week. Staff and volunteers continued working on restoration
projects to promote water infiltration, slope stabilization, soil restoration, and
reforestation on degraded sites to promote future habitat for GCWA and BCVI.

Awarded City Urban Forest Fund funding to assist with habitat restoration efforts.

Oak Wilt

Staff inspected several known oak wilt centers during this period. Aerial
reconnaissance, with Austin Police Department, was used to locate new infections.
None were found.

Wildfire
Preparedness

Work began in September on multiple shaded fuel breaks along the BCP wildland-urban
interface.

AW WCD was awarded $50K from the COA’s Innovation Office to fund a project with
Dr. Ashley Matheny/University of Texas at Austin to deploy sensors that measure water
content in trees and soil. Data will be ground-truthed using our live fuel moisture data,
and used to determine/improve accuracy of remote sensing data. The goal of this
project is to create a continuous monitoring system for wildfire risk.

Initiated discussions with City of Austin imagery vendor, Nearmap, to procure high
resolution infrared imaging to identify areas of vegetative stress and/or susceptibility to
wildfire.

Prepared and submitted to City of Austin purchasing staff an updated Master
Agreement for vegetation management to address wildfire risk on the Wildland
Conservation Division managed land — including specifications for work adjacent to
ignition corridors, removal of exotic species, and removal of heavy concentrations of
dead and downed material such as areas impacted by Winter Storm Mara.

Fencing

Fencing is being installed on the 33.4-acre tract adjacent to the Kent Butler Ecological
Reserve.

Law Enforcement

Trespass/
Criminal
Activity

Staff worked with AW Security, Watershed Protection, Austin Resource Recovery, and
PARD Forestry to remove an illegally constructed skate ramp at the Ullrich Water
Treatment Plant site.

Staff documented unauthorized cutting and removal of native trees on three BCP tracts.
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Staff worked with TPWD Game wardens and WCD Rangers to curtail illegal fishing and
trespass on Upper Bull Creek.

Staff and neighbors continued to notice illegal activities at the end of Old Lampasas
Trail. Staff are assisting neighbors in efforts to close this problematic portion of Old
Lampasas Trail and working directly with the Travis County Sheriff's Office.

Staff found a neighbor at the southern end of the Cortafia tract has been illegally
landscaping and storing construction materials on an access easement granted by the
City of Austin. Response pending.

Staff leaders are developing standardized responses to trespass, vandalism, dumping,
and encroachment across COA BCP properties. They are coordinating with the City’s

legal department and other departments to develop a range of enforcement actions to
address and curtail these issues.

Staff conducted patrols of BCP boundaries and trouble spots.

Outreach/Volunteers

See above and BCP Partners Education Summary April — September 2024
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