Public Safety Commission - Questions & Answers

November 4, 2024 — Regular Meeting

Item 2. Public Safety Quarterly Report, Austin Fire Department, including an update on
the October 2024 wildfire in East Austin.

Narcan admin dropped — sounds to be part of a broader trend nationally, but how does this
compare? Are we better or worse than national trend (we had been worse)? Anything we are
doing that might explain any differences?

The theory from the CDC is exactly that since Narcan is readily available to the public due
to rescue Kkits distributed by community health paramedics and APH and its prevalence in
drug stores and vending machines. We think that first responders are just having to use it
less.

In addition to this, fentanyl test strips are becoming more available, so it is likely that
overdoses are becoming less common.

Last year was the first year since the beginning of the opioid epidemic in which a decrease
in overdose deaths was noted.



