Live Music Fund Feedback 2024 1/3/25, 10:57 AM

Live Music Fund Feedback 2024

38 responses

Are you a Central Texas musician?

38 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

Yes 35resp. 92.1%
No, | am a promoter lresp. 2.6%
No, | am a venue operator lresp. 2.6%
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Is performance of music your main source of music income?

38 out of 38 answered

Yes 22resp. 57.9%

16 resp. 42.1%

Did you apply as a solo artist or member of a band?

34 out of 38 answered

18resp. 52.9%

16resp. 47.1%
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Do you identify as disabled?

38 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

No 35resp. 92.1%
Yes 2resp. 5.3%
Prefer not to say lresp. 2.6%

With which gender do you most closely identify?

38 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS
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Man

Woman

Nonbinary

Prefer not to say
1]

Agender
Genderqueer
Intersex

Transgender

Other

https://form.typeform.com/report/jwcAxV8J/i3uQI6HAIKRYqYqB?view_mode=print

1/3/25, 10:57 AM

26 resp. 68.4%

8resp. 21.1%

2 resp.

2 resp.

0 resp.

0 resp.

0 resp.

0 resp.

0 resp.

5.3%

5.3%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%
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With which race/ethnicity do you most closely identify?

38 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

White 27resp. 71.1%
- 0000_]

Black/African American 5resp. 13.2%
]

Prefer not to say 3resp.  7.9%
]

Latino 2resp. 5.3%
]

Multiracial lresp. 2.6%
a

Asian/Pacific Islander 0 resp. 0%
Indigenous American/Native American Oresp. 0%
Other Oresp. 0%
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With which sexual orientation do you most closely identify?

38 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

Heterosexual 28resp. 73.7%
Prefer not to say 4resp. 10.5%
Bisexual 3resp. 7.9%

3resp. 7.9%

e
c
]
0]
=

Asexual 0 resp. 0%
Gay/Lesbian Oresp. 0%
Other 0 resp. 0%
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What is your Zip Code?

38 out of 38 answered

78759

78723

78704

78640

78701

78705

78749

78749

78735
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78731

78751

78723

78610

78624

78753

78745

78745

78704

78729

78747

78753
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78722

78751

78753

78703

78750

78745

78729

78659

18747

78747

78727

78746
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78749

78745

78660

78752

78735

Do you have a bank account?

37 out of 38 answered

Yes 37resp. 100%
No 0 resp. 0%
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Do you currently have healthcare insurance?

33 out of 38 answered

Yes 29resp. 87.9%
No 4resp. 12.1%

Was this your first time applying for the Live Music Fund?

38 out of 38 answered

Yes 18resp. 47.4%
No 14 resp. 36.8%
| did not apply 5resp. 13.2%
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Did you receive a Live Music Fund award in 2023?

37 out of 38 answered

27resp.  73%

10resp. 27%

If you received a 2023 Live Music Fund award, would you change how you spent the grant money?
Explain below.

21 out of 38 answered

Not at all. It was the biggest help to buy the piece of equipment that we couldn't afford

Na

N/A

No comment at this time.
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Community fundraiser / mixed medium art

| would have used the funds to go back in the studio to make a record

Produced my event, Indie Orchestra, with partnership with KUTX and Austin PBS. Diverse roster of
featured artists and diverse pro chamber orchestra. Sold out, artistically/financially successful
show, with profit (52024) donated to HAAM.

No.

No, I think I spent the money well. But going forward, | would have a different project and would

spend a differently.

Super reliable gig transportation.

None, | worked very hard to do it right. If | have any regrets it might be that | didn't compensate
myself as much as | deserved based on the time and work | put in, but | don't regret paying my

musicians adequately.

No

N/a

Not by much, | made every effort to distribute the grant money across many worthy individuals

and local businesses.
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n/a

NA

no

No, | spent it exactly as intended except first pmt came so late that my first event fell flat in promo

efforts bc | couldn't financially front those costs.

No

No

no

Did you receive a Live Music Fund award in 2024?

37 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS
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No 31resp. 83.8%
Yes 6resp. 16.2%

Did you complete the 2024 Live Music Fund Application?

37 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

| completed and submitted the application 29resp. 78.4%
| did not attempt to apply 4resp. 10.8%
| started but did not complete the application 4resp. 10.8%

https://form.typeform.com/report/jwcAxV8J/i3uQI6HAIKRYqYqB?view_mode=print Page 15 of 61



Live Music Fund Feedback 2024 1/3/25, 10:57 AM

The Live Music Fund Application was made to be efficient for
musicians.

34 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

3.6 Average rating

11.8% 14.7% 11.8% 35.3% 11.8% 14.7%
4 5 4 12 4 5
resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp.

Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...

The Live Music Fund Application prioritizes performing musicians.

34 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS
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3.2 Average rating

29.4% 5.9% 20.6%
10 2 7
resp. resp. resp.

|IIIIIIIIIIIIII L
1

2

Strongly Dis...

MUSICIANS

5.2 Average rating

0% 2.9% 2.9%
0 1 1
resp. resp. resp.

https://form.typeform.com/report/jwcAxV8J/i3uQI6HAIKRYqYqB?view_mode=print

34 out of 38 answered

20.6%

resp.

14.7%

resp.

8.8%

resp.

32.4%

11
resp.

1/3/25, 10:57 AM

14.7%

resp.

-—_
3 4 5 6

Strongly Agr...

| had enough time to complete the Live Music Fund application.

47.1%

16
resp.
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Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...

How long did it take you to complete your Live Music Fund application?

33 out of 38 answered

1-5 hours 17 resp. 51.5%

6-10 hours 10 resp. 30.3%

10-15 hours 3resp. 9.1%

16 or more 3resp. 9.1%
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| felt confident in applying for the Live Music Fund.

34 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

4.5 Average rating

5.9% 5.9% 23.5% 5.9% 17.6% 41.2%
2 2 8 2 6 14
resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp.

2 3 4 5 6

Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...

Did you receive help on your application from the following? Select
all that apply.

33 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS
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| did not receive additional help

City of Austin Music and Entertainment Division

Long Center Create Austin team

Independent Grant Assistance

Music of Human Achievement

Texas Accountants and Lawyers for the Arts

Other

Peers, grant writers, etc

Assisted by my manager, Lara Nixon

Help from previous grant awardee

A consultant who had applied before

https://form.typeform.com/report/jwcAxV8J/i3uQI6HAIKRYqYqB?view_mode=print

18 resp

5 resp.

4 resp.

1resp.

1resp.

0 resp.

T resp.

1/3/25, 10:57 AM

. 54.5%

15.2%

12.1%

3%

3%

0%

21.2%
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None

Others who had applied

Business friend

If your answer to the previous question was "other", what entity or individual provided you with
additional assistance?

13 out of 38 answered

A friend who received the award in 2023

Colleagues, pro art grants writers, etc

Lara Nixon, my manager

N/a

Theo Love

Frin lvev
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NA

none

None

| asked for assistance but was not given answers

Other applicants

Business friend

TLC

| knew where to seek additional assistance with my Live Music Fund
grant application.

34 out of 38 answered
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3.0 Average rating

32.4% 5.9% 26.5%
11 2 9
resp. resp. resp.

Strongly Dis...

process.

MUSICIANS

2.9 Average rating

27.3% 15.2% 27.3%
9 5 9
resp. resp. resp.

https://form.typeform.com/report/jwcAxV8J/i3uQI6HAIKRYqYqB?view_mode=print

33 out of 38 answered

11.8%

resp.

6.1%

resp.

1/3/25, 10:57 AM

14.7% 8.8%
5 3
resp. resp.

s N e
3 4 5 6

Strongly Agr...

Additional assistance was helpful in my Live Music Fund application

15.2% 9.1%
5 3
resp. resp.
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1 2 3 4 5 6

Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...

The Live Music Fund Guidelines were relevant to my work as a
performing musician.

34 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

3.7 Average rating

8.8% 14.7% 26.5% 17.6% 14.7% 17.6%
3 5 9 6 5 6
resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp.

——--—-
1 2 3 4 5 6

Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...
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The Live Music Fund Guidelines address my needs as a working
musician.

33 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

3.7 Average rating

15.2% 9.1% 21.2% 24.2% 9.1% 21.2%
5 3 I 8 3 7
resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp.

1 2 3 4 5 6

Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...

The Live Music Fund should have different award tiers for emerging
artists and established artists.

33 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

4.6 Average rating
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6.1% 6.1% 15.2% 18.2% 6.1% 48.5%
2 2 5 6 2 16
resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp.

2 3 4 5 6

Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...

| was able to fully understand my final Live Music Fund grant
decision and score.

33 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

2.4 Average rating

54.5% 9.1% 9.1% 9.1% 9.1% 9.1%
18 3 3 3 3 3
resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp.
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Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...

Overall, | approve of the Live Music Fund Application process.

34 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

3.2 Average rating

17.6% 29.4% 14.7% 11.8% 5.9% 20.6%
6 10 5 4 2 7
resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp.

--_—_-
1 2 3 4 5 6

Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...
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Overall, I approve of the Live Music Fund Guidelines

34 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

3.1 Average rating

23.5% 20.6% 20.6% 11.8% 8.8% 14.7%
8 7 7 4 3 5
resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp.

1 2 3 4 5 6

Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...

I am likely to apply for the next round of the Live Music Fund under
the current Guidelines and Application Process.

33 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS
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4.5 Average rating

6.1% 9.1% 12.1% 12.1% 18.2% 42.4%
2 3 4 4 6 14
resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp.

1 2 3 4 5 6

Strongly Dis... Strongly Agr...

Why did you ultimately choose not to complete and submit your
2024 Live Music Fund application?

37 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

| did complete and submit it.

| seemed ineligible

N/A
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| was between bands

| submitted

N/A

Ran out of time

| did complete it

| completed and submitted my application

| am very confused about which Fund we are talking about here

As indicated above, | did complete and submit application

N/A

| did submit

just joined yalls FB page 2 days ago.

| did
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| did submit

Because it seemed like it was not for musicians at all

N/a

| did apply and was denied

| did complete and submit my 2024 LMF application.

| completed and submitted the application

| did complete and submit my 2024 application

But... 1 did. (The flow of these questions might need to be addressed.)

Didn't want to spend time on the hypothetical marketing/budget part

Found out about it too late to apply.
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Did you experience any technical difficulties with the application
platform? If so, please describe below.

38 out of 38 answered

There were a lot of qualifications that had nothing to do with me as a musician when applying for

the grant. It was very hard to answer some of the questions.

Yes, | had some errors filling out fields. They would not accept empty or non applicable answers

N/A

Nope

No

No
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Wasn't used to platform; had to learn a new one, but easy to learn

No

No.

| don't know if we are talking about the same fund

No, site was far less buggy this year (thank you)

No

| lost work while completing the application when | was unable to do it all in one go.

no

no

No

A few, but as | said before - while filling it out, it didn’t seem like it was geared towards a band -

felt more like it was geared towards venues and promoters - all of it was confusing

No... iust suner difficult to fill out. | felt like | was filine taxes.
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Yes, | was kicked off for the attempt to apply. But not sure why. My application went through the

2nd time

No

No

No

No.

no

N/A

no

No

No, but it wasn’t supremely tablet friendly and once I switched to desktop to finish it was saving

properly

Don’t remember
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No

No

No

Not that | recall

No

No

no

No technical difficulties. Application process was great.
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Did you feel that the $15,000 - $30,000 grant amounts were appropriate? Please explain below.

37 out of 38 answered

| felt they were appropriate.

Yes

Fuck no. That’s more than most musicians in this city earn in a year. If everyone who applied got

even a $1,000 or $2,000 grant, that would have done FAR more for the Austin music ecosystem

Definitely

I’m a venue operator

Yes

Yes

Too large

Yes but there should have been different tiers for different levels of artists
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30,000 is too much | think

Yes, but 10k and 5k grants in addition might make it feel less the “all or nothing” process so many

non-recipients have been voicing

If they stick with two tiers, it should probably be $10k and $20k so more people can get the grant.

Anything lower than that is not significant enough to make a difference.

Not necessarily, | think you could’ve gotten more bang for your buck by subsidizing already

working musicians.

That would be enough for super reliable gig transportation.

That depends, but in short, no. The application seemed to lean towards doing one big
show/production. | chose to offer 5 shows because that would be a better use of $ and more
beneficial to my career, but my app was denied. One big production for 30k is putting it all in one
basket and a waste of resources. With that said, a medium level production can easily eat up a 10k
budget. | guess the app seemed a bit ambiguous and didn't actually focus on what the

production(s) actually might be in detail.

Lower amounts for more musicians would have elevated more of the community and been more

beneficial to the ecosystem

We would love to get that much money - but it also seems like it would be more fair to give
smaller amounts to more people. The large amount also made it seem like it was geared towards

venues and promoters - not a band
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| was fine with it, until | realized that that meant less people would get the money.

No, because they raised them this year. If they kept the same amounts as last year, | feel more

people would’ve gotten the grant

As many others have noted, in hindsight, with less than 10% of applicants receiving awards,
perhaps it would’ve been more helpful to more people if the award amounts remained similar to

the 2023 amounts.

Although the grant amounts are appropriate for some artists, | feel the higher amounts severely

hindered the ability to award smaller grants to those that could have also benefited.

It feels like people who asked for the $30,000 weren't given it and only the $15,000 people were
picked but | can't say that for certain. | think all $10,000 would be nice so more people could get

one

| think these are very appropriate amounts for the specific purposes of the grants according to
their guidelines. They provide very real and useful amounts for creating a serious project: an

album, a tour, a large local event, etc.

undecided

Yes - it would allow me to buy new equipment, rehearse and perfect my art

yes
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No. | would've gladly taken $10k

Yes, honestly anything less than $15,000 is not enough money to help change the trajectory of
one’s career or sufficiently promote a professional event. | think if quality is a major factor for an

artist $15000 is very impactful and shouldn’t be less

Yes.

Yes

It’s appropriate, but | wish it was scaled like other city grants are. Ex: one person may qualify for
5k while another band qualifies for 30k. And you don’t have to choose which amount you want —

it’s given based on need.

No last year you gave out more. The people awarded were certainly not all meeting these
guidelines. To have both of our projects which are meeting far more guidelines not qualify and
see who was chosen last year and also this year is a slap in the face. Feels like a popularity contest

or who you know honestly. Make grants smaller, give out more.

No. $10-$20 would have supported more musicians. Musicians and venues should not be going

for the same money.

Yes
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Yes

yes

Do you feel that having a bank account should or should not have
affected your score? Explain below?

37 out of 38 answered

| think having a bank account shouldn’t affect your score. Most people have bank accounts so it’s

silly to be based off that.

Everyone should have a bank acct, so it should not impact scoring

100% should not. Musicians need the assistance and how they spend it shouldn’t matter at all.

That’s so discriminatory towards the poor

Yes. | think. Income should matter

Na
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This isn’t a good question.

Yes. How else would one get paid?

Yes

No. That was completely unnecessary and hinders minority artists doing the hard work

Yes

Unsure, but it would be helpful to know why this question was posed in the first place...

This should not be a consideration.

No, having a banking account is not an indicator of talent, creativity, or organization in the
making of music. But it’s hard to do much of anything without having a bank account, so it has

been prioritized by some.

one should have one.

It seems logical to require all recipients to have a bank account, yes.

No
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[t’s no one’s business

| think if you're a professional a musician that doesn't have a checking account in 2024, that's

ridiculous. They're literally free.

Not sure

| feel strongly that having a bank account should not affect scoring. While | recognize that many
less fortunate people remain unbanked, this seems a very high bar—and, a bar that anyone who

has pretty much always had a bank account is powerless to change.

| feel that having a bank account is a personal choice and should not affect one’s ability to qualify
for a grant. If the applicant is awarded a grant they are still required to account for funds

regardless of what method is used to store the money.

Should not affect it, definitely not in a negative way

| understand that grant processes have certain safety and regulatory policies that require levels of
security that banks provide. But | think alternative options should exist for cultures who don't

trust banks.

No. Participation in the banking system is no indicator of the value of a person's artistic efforts.

| think a bank account provides for less fraud for the fund but | don't mind either way
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Was your understanding that having health insurance would
negatively affect your score? Explain below.

37 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

No | had no understanding of that nor was it highlighted through the application process.

No, | wasn't aware of that

Seemed like it

Health insurance may be something that we get through profession or retirement which we can

spend following our musical dreams.

Na

NAandd iindavekanAd udhirdthic AviAackiAan ic mavk AfHl A ~fiieirAv
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Yes, it was clear.

No

Had no idea. And this was absolutely insane.

NO

No, I’m only now learning that this is negative thing for applicants

| thought that might be the case.

It did not. And | don’t imagine that receiving the grant would have changed somebody’s choice on

this app this point.

no

I didn't know that, nor do | have health insurance. | don't believe that this should affect the score,
though. That is just silly and irresponsible. The score should be based more on what the actual

events/productions would be and how they would help launch/bolster careers.

No idea
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No

| had no idea, and that's awful.

No, that was not explained at all. Bc last year several people | know got the grant and have
insurance. | don’t see why that should negatively affect your score, that has nothing to do with

your music.

Like having a bank account, this criteria also seems problematic. Having a bank account is
exceedingly common. Having health insurance isn’t just common. It was illegal not to have it until
just a few years ago, and depending on the coming election results, it may soon be illegal to not
have health insurance once again. Awarding points to applicants for having or not something that

may or may not be legal or illegal in any given year is confusing and unfair.

Yes, | assumed that the “luxury” to afford health insurance would negatively affect my score when
in reality the high expense of necessary health coverage (in the case of those who’s lives depend

on it) is one of the financial roadblocks that warrants the need to apply for a grants.

| didn't think it would, did it?

No idea.

no

Don't know
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In your opinion, how could the Live Music Fund Application have
served you better?

38 out of 38 answered

| could’ve made new music because studio recordings are expensive. | could’ve went on tour, paid
for rehearsals. | could’ve restocked my merch, took care of my band needs for live performances. |
could’ve used that money for marketing music videos, shows and new music. There’s so many

things | could’ve used that money for to help further my music career.

Made an easier application process

MAKE THE FUCKING GRANTS LESS (SOMEWHERE BETWEEN $1,000 AND $5,000) AND AWARD TO
THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE WHO APPLIED! REJECTING ALMOST EVERYONE WHO APPLIED AND
HANDING OUT INSANE AMOUNTS TO A FEW PEOPLE IS FUCKING CRAZY WHEN SO MANY
HUNDREDS OF FULL TIME MUSICIANS NEED ANY SORT OF ASSISTANCE!
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Reminders when it is available.

Venues are suffering and denied funds that were given to musicians who had not been

performing for years.

Better feedback

More time to analyze and finish the application

Na

Fewer grant amounts and a non-discriminant scoring rubric

| think you should have a specific show or production and have to explain that

More grant award tiers would be great. Those of us who don’t contribute to DEI tick boxes — but
who have a long track record of promoting underserved/underrepresented artists/audience —

might be given more consideration before being rejected outright.

This grant has been very good for me. Through the first round, | was able to put together a big
show for my band. It was the best show we’ve ever played. For the second round, | was able to
secure funding for a new album my band is recording. It relieved a lot of stress for me personally,

because | don’t have to self-fund the album like | did on our previous releases.

By subsidizing already working musicians .
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no idea. Just found out about it.

| wish it would have scored more appropriate criteria. If | had received this grant, | would have
gotten myself and my musicians several good shows with guarantee pay for quality work. It
would have benefitted the local businesses | chose to work with, and it would have bolstered my
brand (which could certainly use bolstering). | am a hard working and talented musician, but |,

and many like me, are struggling under the surface.

Help more of my music community

Better explanation of what we could use it for and who it was for

It's very complicated. They could simplify the process.

First of all, some of the things that negatively affected scores had nothing to do With music. And
some of the other reasons why people did not get the grant were a puzzle as well. For example,
being too wordy on your application. But then it says you have to explain everything. It was very

confusing.

Mainly, | would urge the LMF to ignore any factors that applicants are powerless to change. | can’t
change that I don’t live in a qualified census tract. And by the way, being penalized for that stings
extra for me. Years ago, | could no longer afford to live in downtown Austin. My solution was to
buy land and spend almost 10 years building a home in Southeastern Travis’s County with my
own blood, sweat and tears. | shouldn’t be penalized for working hard to overcome Austin’s

housing affordability woes. Similarly, | can’t help that | have long had a bank account.

In my opinion, checking all the right boxes on an application shouldn’t outweigh the evidence of

merit provided by the applicant which proves their involvement and dedication to the Austin Live
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Music scene.

| think the grants should just be for working musicians to create art and less about how it can
benefit tourism. If they want to keep calling Austin the "Live Music Capital of the World" then they
need to help musicians survive with these grants and that will in turn keep musicians in Austin for

their "tourism needs"

| honestly think it was well-thought-out and well implemented.

Lowered expectations of adherence to standard practices of grant application

Not sure - will wait til 2025 process
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In your opinion, how could the Live Music Fund Guidelines have
served you better?

37 out of 38 answered

MUSICIANS

By taking the time to see who’s really putting in the work as far as Austin musicians go and who
really needs the financial help. I felt like most of the established local musicians were not cared

about.

Na

Made no sense and they made it seem like we musicians had to provide details for projects that
would only benefit tourism. Like WTF we’re musicians. We’re hired to perform music, not come up

with a plan for the city to bring in visitors.

I'm just happy that it exists.

Fund venues

| don’t believe the guidelines mattered.

Be clear and more direct
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N/a

They could have looked at the economic impact of artists that applied

| think the Fund should focus more on the musicians history and efforts in the music community

and less focus on ethnicity and Sexual orientation

More transparency in why certain questions are being asked.

The grant has been good to me.

By giving Clear feedback on the application and letting him know how we were scored.

no idea. Just found out about it.

as mentioned above

Be open to merit and investment in the community in addition to equity and inclusion markers

See the answer to previous questions

Be more clear on what you can and can't spend the money on.

.Y | N PR N Y |-V T T R (R R O SNy S | PSR 1 PN R e I T Y Mo
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Like having health care or not. Or being too wordy on the application. Then saying there wasn’t

enough evidence.

The guidelines themselves were clear enough, but | think some of the overall criteria deserves

another look.

Not sure

Less about tourism requirements more about helping musicians survive and thrive

| think they were clear and logical.

not sure

Not sure will wait to 2025
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What would encourage you to apply for the Live Music Fund again?

37 out of 38 answered

Making it more fair and transparent for the musicians who apply.

I'm going to again and power through

If they promised more realistic grant amounts and promised to award a higher majority of
applicants (ideally 50-75%). | mean if they could afford to give $30,000 grants to over 2,000

working musicians, that’d be dope but since that ain’t gonna happen, let’s be fucking reasonable

Equipment can mean the difference between success and failure and money can make a

difference

Funding for venues

Better decision making.

I would apply again.

N/a

I’ll apply regardless.
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To be able to look at the application before applying so that | could get all my links etc together

ahead of time.

Items highlighted above: small and large awards; keep DEl initiatives in place (love them!) w/o
shutting out artists who have long/strong track records in partnering with diverse artists and
supporting underserved communities (even if they don’t happen to be part of those communities

themselves).

I’m applying for it again in two years.

Hunger.

Broke down car

more awardees, better criteria scoring

A wider field or more broad tide to raise all ships

Make a fund specific for musicians

I'll probably do it regardless.

If they took away some of the negative scores for full-time musicians. That have nothing to do

with music like having health insurance.
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It the guidelines don’t change significantly, | don’t see much reason for me to apply next year. |

hope that the guidelines are reexamined and adjusted.

A guarantee of a larger pool of awardees

Receiving our scores and feedback from the applications we filled out this year would be nice

Its very existence! And my own eligibility.

more transparent decision/award process

Low doc paperwork, allow wider use of the $, and allow the fund to audit where the money is
spent after the fact so it is well spent and the impact it has on an artist (I hate it when generous

funds like yours are defrauded by unscrupulous types)

poverty

More accountability to the community

Funds increasing, hearing testimonials from previous recipients

More success stories

A more logical, realistic approach to the application process
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I’ll apply again.

The need for grants still exists.

I’m a professional and | need these funds to keep it all going.

When able I’ll do it again

Not sure

guarantee

Any additional comments you'd like to share?

38 out of 38 answered

There’s really a lot of us struggling to stay afloat by working a full time job and trying to sustain a

https://form.typeform.com/report/jwcAxV8J/i3uQI6HAIKRYqYqB?view_mode=print Page 56 of 61



Live Music Fund Feedback 2024 1/3/25, 10:58 AM

music career here in the city. Please do the right thing by checking in on these musicians then

make a decision based on that, thank you!

No

This thing was fucked up in every way. Feels like the people in charge were completely out of
touch with the reality of the Austin music community. How did none of the top musicians in town

or people who have been doing this for 20+ years get a grant?

Thank you for being.

Venues need help

How does this application or organization influence or shape decision making with the people

who manage the live music fund application process?

Not at this time.

None

There were people that got the grants that don’t even live in Austin. There are people calling
themselves independent promoters, one of them being the music chair of the music commission
that received funding and they barely do anything to independently promote other musicians.

The entire process needs to change.

Not at this time
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Diversify funding portfolio beyond HOT. Like any retirement fund. This is great to have, but it does
make for oddly tourism-based applications (which is fine if your organization’s name is SXSW or
ACL... the bulk of the rest of us are in perpetual struggle/hustle to just get the locals to show up). |

really do appreciate all that you all do... any arts support is good for the world. Thank you!

There has been a lot of complaining about this grant. While | agree some very good people got
rejected from this grant, | think a lot of the issue is people not taking the time to learn how to
write a good grant proposal. Perhaps there needs to be more focus on education on grant writing

rather than simply changing the rules to accommodate more people.

Thanks for asking these questions and | look forward to hearing the results.

No thanks.

The last grant | got was monumental to my tango band. It provided work for dozens of people,
and created an amazing show. | really appreciate this program and what it does for artists. | just

hope to be luckier next time. | sure could use it.

It’s worthwhile to assess whether the live music fund grants are a net positive for the
encouragement and empowerment of the community as a whole or if they create additional

discouragement and competitive sentiment

Nah

I'd rather have a smaller grant with more people getting accepted than bigger grants.
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| just feel like it wasn’t fair to some of the veteran musicians here in town that have been scraping
by to make it in the music business to not get the grant. Then see someone who has only lived

here a year and get it. | felt the guidelines were unclear and unfair.

I’d just like to thank all of the many people who are working on such a knotty, tedious and
emotional program. It can’t be easy to balance so many competing preferences. Remember to eat

some ice cream.

No

Transparency would be nice, knowing who got them and feedback for those who did not

Frankly, I think this is a successful program. | see musicians' complaints about it as an indication
not of the program's deficiencies, but as a lack of educational resources for those musicians to
accomplish normal professional tasks. Filling out forms and writing grant proposals are laborious
and annoying... and an integral part of business-to-business function when dealing with
nonprofits. | intend to help my fellow musicians with their grant applications next year, but | also
strongly believe musicians in Austin need to strengthen their own reading and writing skills

within their communities.

no

Thank you for your support !

no

There is no reason in year 2 they can't match some of CAD's policies in that they easily send
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applicants feedback. The feud between CAD and music division is silly but again I'm grateful for

2023 funding and never expect an easy "yes" on grants.

N/A

No

Thank you

I’m concerned people will feel entitled to this money, when it’s really intended for historically
marginalized communities and those who need it most. One concern of mine is the “music as a
full time job” element. It should go into more detail about that. What if someone has a nest egg
that allows them to play music full time? That’s different than someone who makes 30k a year

playing gigs and doesn’t have health insurance.

This process made me feel like my city doesn’t support me. My work goes way beyond a band
asking for help with an album release. Last year you funded a ton of random projects like that. We
do work in the community, putting in hours of work and many many public facing events. To see
the projects that were chosen last year and this year and to be denied 2 years in a row for one
project and this year for another shows what is being supported. Also please be more transparent

with who is getting the awards and how they won. Make smaller grants that help more people.

Stop just trying to focus only on getting funds to new people. It leaves those of us that have been

working for decades in the lurch.
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I’d encourage musicians to try to understand the grant fund provider’s agenda and apply

accordingly.

None

no

The there program needs to be redone, rebuilt, reimagined.

Powered by Typeform

https://form.typeform.com/report/jwcAxV8J/i3uQI6HAIKRYqYqB?view_mode=print Page 61 of 61


https://form.typeform.com/report/jwcAxV8J/i3uQI6HAiKRYqYqB?view_mode=print

