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RULE NO.: R161-24.18

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE POSTING DATE: 01/08/2025

The Director of the Transportation and Public Works Department proposes to adopt 
the following rule on or after 02/11/2025.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF PROPOSED RULE

A rule proposed in this notice may not become effective before the effective date 
established by a separate notice of rule adoption. A notice of rule adoption may not be 
posted before 02/11/2025 (two business days following the 31st day after the date of this 
notice) or not after 03/19/2025 (the 70th date after the date of this notice).

If a proposed rule is not adopted on or before 03/19/2025, it is automatically withdrawn 
and cannot be adopted without first posting a new notice of a proposed rule.

REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON PROPOSED RULES

The City requests comments from the public with respect to the proposed rules included 
in this Notice. Comments must be submitted in writing to the contact person below and 
received no later than 02/10/2025 (the first business day following the 31st day after the 
date of this notice).

Contact Person:
Curtis P. Beaty, P.E. Curtis. Beaty@austintexas.gov
Transportation and Public Works 512-974-6471
6310 Wilhelmina Delco Dr
Austin, TX 78752

TEXT OF PROPOSED RULE

The text of the proposed rule, indicating changes from the current text, is attached to this 
notice. A copy of the complete text of the proposed rule is available for public inspection 
and copying at the following locations, where copies may be purchased at a cost of ten 
cents per page:

Transportation and Public Works, 6310 Wilhelmina Delco Drive, Austin, TX
Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 301 West 2nd Street, Austin, TX



BRIEF EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED RULE

Rule R161-24.18 Joint Use Driveways proposes revisions to the Transportation Criteria 
Manual. The proposed rule can be used by developers, contractors, engineers, and 
architects for determining the placement of driveways to access public Rights of Way in 
their development applications. Assuming field conditions match the new rule, joint use 
driveways reduce potential traffic delays and traffic conflicts resulting in a safer 
environment for drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

AUTHORITY FOR ADOPTION OF PROPOSED RULE

The authority and procedure for adoption of a rule to assist in the implementation, 
administration, or enforcement of a provision of the City Code is provided in Chapter 1-2 
of the City Code. The authority to regulate joint-use driveways is established in Section 
25-6-451 (Joint-Use Driveways)) of the City Code.

CERTIFICATION BY CITY ATTORNEY

By signing this Notice of Proposed Rule (R161-24.18), the City Attorney certifies the City 
Attorney has reviewed the rule and finds that adoption of the rule is a valid exercise of the 
Director’s administrative authority.

REVIEWED AND APPROVED

.4/446 Date: 12/30/2024______________
Richard Mendoza, Director
Transportation and Public
Works Department

A Q Jok Zhoma 2____________  Date: 0/00/1025
Deborah Thomas
Interim City Attorney



7.6.4 - JOINT USE DRIVEWAYS  

Joint use driveways provide direct access to adjacent properties through a single driveway. This 
method of driveway placement is recognized as driveway consolidation and should be used as 
much as possible. Driveway consolidation reduces the potential of traffic delays and traffic 
conflicts; it minimizes curb cuts, resulting in a safer and more comfortable sidewalk environment 
for pedestrians and bicyclists. General principles for joint use driveway placement are illustrated 
in Figure 7-6.  

A.  Design of joint-use driveways is subject to the same design criteria as minor and major driveways.  

B.  New joint use driveways are encouraged and will require an easement in a form approved by the 
City Attorney permanent joint use access easement and/or unified development agreement. The 
easement language will require that maintenance of the joint use driveway shall be the 
responsibility of the lot owners served by the joint use driveway. The authority allowing for use of 
shared driveways is provided in LDC. If more than 3 dwelling units are to be served by a single 
joint use driveway, the following requirements apply:  

1.  The applicant must post fiscal surety for the construction of the joint use driveway prior to 
plat approval and must construct the driveway during the construction of the streets within 
the same subdivision, or within the term of the fiscal instrument if no public or private streets 
are to be constructed within the subdivision. The driveway construction shall be subject to 
City inspection and obtain City approval before fiscal will be released.  

2.  The applicant must obtain a written signature from the area fire service providers 
acknowledging their approval of the proposed joint use driveway.  

3.  The area for the shared driveway may be required to be dedicated as a public utility 
easement and may be required to be used for drainage and public utility purposes. If the 
area will serve multiple purposes, then separate easements for public utilities and drainage 
will be required. In those cases where the joint use access easement is to be combined as 
a public utility and/or drainage easement, the access agreement for the driveway must 
include a clause indicating that the driveway may be used by public service personnel and 
equipment for servicing public utilities.  

4.  If the applicant does not use a restrictive covenant to require homeowners to park all vehicles 
off the joint use driveway surface, then the joint use driveway surface must be at least 24 ft. 
wide.  

5.  The applicant must erect signs indicating "private driveway" at the driveway entrance.  

C.  Refer to the LDC for additional criteria on the development of joint use driveways.  

D.  Flag lots shall have a joint use access easement for a driveway accessing the lot if the lot frontage 
is 15 ft. if a joint use driveway is proposed. per the LDC. No other driveway may be approved for 
access.  


