MEMORANDUM

TO: Mayor and City Council

THROUGH: Stephanie Hayden-Howard, Assistant City Manager Q\N

FROM: Lauren Middleton-Pratt, Planning Department Director JZP
DATE: March 13, 2025
SUBJECT: U.S. Census Bureau Update — Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos

Following each decennial census update, the U.S. Census Bureau provides annual updates and
data releases, including the American Community Survey (ACS), which offers detailed social,
economic, and demographic data, and population estimates.

The newly released data is crucial in determining how the federal government proportionately
distributes billions of dollars in grants and program funding for social services, community
development, and the construction of schools, roads, and hospitals. Data from

the Census also play a central role in redrawing boundaries for representative districts for the
U.S. Congress, Texas Legislature, and Austin City Council districts.

Austin Metro Population Estimates

On March 13, 2024, the U.S. Census Bureau released its 2023-2024 update, showing the Austin
metro area added over 58,000 residents between 2023 and 2024, growing at a rate of 2.3
percent. The Austin metro moved up two spots in overall population in the country and is now
the 25th largest metro area in the country with a population of 2,550,637 residents. The Austin
metro saw the 13th largest numeric increase in population between 2023 and 2024.

The rate of growth in the Austin MSA has slowed, with the region ranking as the fourth fastest
growing metro in the nation in 2024, down from second in 2023. A driving force in that change
is migration, both domestic and international. Domestic migration to Austin is the lowest we’ve
seen in the last 15 years while international migration figures are at an all-time high.
International migration is also driving the growth in several of the other high-ranking metros,
including Houston and Orlando. Domestic migration, which typically makes up close to 60
percent of all growth in the Austin area, accounted for just under a quarter of our growth in
2024.
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest/data/tables.html

County-level Population Estimates

Travis County remains the largest county in the region at 1,363,767 residents and growing at a
rate of 1.2 percent. Caldwell County, just southeast of Travis County, ranked as the 9th fastest
growing county in the country among counties of 20,000 population or more, growing at a rate
of 4.6 percent, or twice as fast as the metro. Williamson County ranked 30th and Hays County
32nd, each growing at a rate of 3.7 percent. Bastrop County ranked 42nd, growing by 3.4
percent.

Following this release of metro area and county data, the U.S. Census Bureau will release
population estimates for U.S. cities and towns — as well as estimates of housing units at the

national, state, and county levels — in May.

For more information, visit AustinTexas.gov/Demographics.

Should you have any questions, please contact Lauren Middleton-Pratt, Planning Department
Director at Lauren.Middleton-Pratt@AustinTexas.gov

cc: T.C. Broadnax, City Manager
Myrna Rios, City Clerk
Corrie Stokes, City Auditor
Judge Sherry Statman, Presiding Judge
Mary Jane Grubb, Municipal Court Clerk
CMO Executive Team
Directors and Assistant Directors
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