Emma S. Barrientos Mexican American Cultural Center

Phase 2 Improvements Project Update
April 2, 2025

Heidi Tse, Capital Delivery Project Manager

PROJECT TIMELINE:

ESB MACC Groundbreaking for Phase 2 Improvements / Move-Out Began— 12/10/22.
Parking Lot Closure —3/10/23.

Contractor Mobilization/Pre-construction Inspections — Began 3/11/23.

Permitting (Site) — Approved on 7/25/23.

Bidding & Negotiation (GMP1/Site) — Executed contract on 8/28/23.

Construction (Site) — Underway since 8/28/23.

Permitting (Building) — Approved on 3/4/24.

Bidding & Negotiation (GMP2/Building) — Executed contract on 3/7/24.

Construction (Site + Building) — Currently underway.

AIPP ESB-MACC Phase 2 — Artist(s) selection approval by Austin City Council on 8/29/24
Topping Out — Topmost structural beam was lifted into place on 9/11/24.

Building dry-in — Process of ensuring the building envelope is weather sealed is expected April.



CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS:

South retaining concrete wall at future food truck area poured.

Zocalo paver mock-up completed for review.

Retaining wall with cantilevered edge at Zocalo is in progress.

Brick installation is ongoing.

Window and waterproofing mock-up completed for reviewed and approved.
Auditorium telescopic seating installed.

Teaching Kitchen exhaust hood installed.

Curved reception area framed.

Framing and insulated boards installed for a stucco ceiling.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

New furniture purchases are underway and expected to be completed by April.

City Council approved artists, Katherine Telley and Ruben Esquivel, to design and fabricate artwork for the ESB
MACC Phase 2, Art in Public Places (AIPP) project. The artists are working on the conceptual design during the
first quarter of the year. Please visit AIPP website for more announcements regarding the planned community
engagement for this project.

Concrete pours and large deliveries will continue. Work hours will adhere to the City’s noise ordinance.
Ordinance information can be found here.

The Confluence, a separate public/private partnership project has increased activities at the ESB MACC. The
parking lot is the construction access point for the east side of the creek delta. There are trail detours because
of the trail enhancements. Additional information can be found here.

The MACC round-about and driveways continue to experience elevated traffic and congestion due to the
volume of work in the area by other developers. Please exercise caution in this district.

Drone video illustrating ESB MACC site work can be found here.

SCHEDULED MILESTONES:

Construction began — August 28, 2023
Anticipated completion of all major construction activity — Summer 2025

Anticipated grand opening — Fall 2025


https://www.austintexas.gov/aipp
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Development_Services/Final%20Concrete%20Pour%20Noise%20Req.%20Summary_Dec2021.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/department/confluence
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FfM0Gesj3eWo%3Fsi%3DVuZwkUYIytgAgtTF&data=05%7C02%7CHeidi.Tse%40austintexas.gov%7C66bf76f11065431d56a808dc2f162748%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C638437019691507578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FZz%2FHsh4FXdNIoGa00SeYi2kW24Y6vxCyU6SOnieYH4%3D&reserved=0

Please note that as in any construction project, schedules are projected as accurately as possible, but all dates are
subject to change due to the nature of construction and weather.

For information on ESB MACC programs and staff relocations during construction, visit the MACC webpage:
www.austintexas.gov/department/emma-s-barrientos-mexican-american-cultural-center

For project updates, visit the project website: www.austintexas.gov/MaccPhase2

Zocalo: South retaining wall poured

Zocalo: Paver mock-up for review.


http://www.austintexas.gov/department/emma-s-barrientos-mexican-american-cultural-center
http://www.austintexas.gov/MaccPhase2

North Addition: Brick detailing with leave-outs for light sconces.
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Reception: Curved reception area ready for glass installation.

North Addition: Framing and insulated boards installed.



