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GoPurple Program:
Expanding Water Reuse

Austin City Council Adoption on
March 7th 2024

Code Changes for Onsite Water Reuse and Reclaimed Water Connections

Affordability Strategies for Reuse Projects

New community Benefit Charge increase ($0.15 per thousand gallons) to
fund Reclaimed Water System expansion and Onsite Reuse programs
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https://www.austintexas.gov/page/go-purple

Exemptions to Code Requirements
for Deeply Affordable Housing Projects

A development is not required to connect to a reclaimed water line or use
reclaimed water when the director of the Housing Department certifies the

development is participating in a city, state, or federal program that
requires:

1) A minimum of fifty percent on-site income-restricted dwelling units for
60% or lower median family income for rental units; or

2) A minimum of fifty percent on-site income-restricted dwelling units for
80% or lower median family income for ownership units.
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Direction from Council on Incentives
for Deeply Affordable Housing Projects

ORDINANCE NO. 20240307-037

“The City Manager is further directed to explore the feasibility of a program to
fully subsidize the cost of reclaimed connections, dual use plumbing, and on-
site water reuse systems for affordable housing projects that are exempt from
the requirements with the goal of implementing a program by April 1st, 2025.
The funding should come from sources other than affordable housing
programs.”
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Incentive

Eligible Costs

Proposing Increase in Program Cap to $1.5M
for Deeply Affordable Housing Projects

Proposed Changes to

Onsite Water Reuse
System Incentive
(Existing Incentive)

Covers the design and
installation costs of a
collection and treatment
system and dual plumbing

Per Project Funding

Increase the per project
cap from $500,000 to
$1,500,000 for exempt
affordable housing projects

Reclaimed Main
Extension Cost Share
(Existing Incentive)

Covers the design and
installation cost of public
reclaimed water mains

Maintain the current per
project cap of $500,000

Dual Plumbing Rebate
(Proposed Incentive)

Covers the design and
installation cost of dual
plumbing in buildings for
reclaimed water service

Only exempt affordable
housing projects would be
eligible for up to $1,000,000
per project




Oversight and Management
of Program Administration

« Current City budget includes a reservation of $4,000,000 per fiscal year for
GoPurple Program incentives

* No GoPurple Program incentive applications received this fiscal year to date

* Austin Water will assess the need to increase this annual reservation to support
additional affordable housing projects in future fiscal year budgets depending
on affordable housing participation, reclaimed water main capital projects, and
available GoPurple Program funds

* Program activity will be reported to RMC quarterly within the new Water
Management Strategies Quarterly Report (briefing for this report planned for
June 2025)

e .






	Slide Number 1
	GoPurple Program: �Expanding Water Reuse
	Exemptions to Code Requirements�for Deeply Affordable Housing Projects
	Direction from Council on Incentives�for Deeply Affordable Housing Projects
	Proposing Increase in Program Cap to $1.5M�for Deeply Affordable Housing Projects
	Oversight and Management�of Program Administration
	Slide Number 7

