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Regarding -

Feb 3, 2025 - Commissioners Sasaridis, Silverstein, Robbins
introduce “Resolution on Changes to Residential Rooftop Solar
Rebate Program” - discussed proposed changes to policy,
inspection, for both solar and batteries.

Today - Providing some requested updates about solar
inspections and Australian Solar

BOARD/COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
Resource Management Commission

Resolution on Changes to Residential Rooftop Solar Rebate Program

WHEREAS, streamlining Austin Energy’s Residential Solar program
will reduce customers’ and installers’ cost and time necessary for solar and
battery installation while reducing administrative overhead for Austin Energy (AB); and

WHEREAS, given the reasonably expected large increase in AE load growth in the next
few years, aggressively increasing energy efficiency measures, distributed energy
resources, solar installations, and onsite energy-storage batteries are critical means to
achieve the Austin Energy Resource Generation and Climate Protection Plan and
advance local resilience;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Resource Management Commission makes
the following recommendations to the Austin City Councilto modify AE's rooftop solar
program and initiate a battery incentive program.

1. Streamlining Administration

A AE shall eliminate the solar education course and quiz, replacing it with a digital
information flyer and material integrated into the solar and battery installation
application process that contains the most useful information, such as an explanation of
Value of Solar, how much yearly energy production to expect per panel, explanation of
KW vs kWh, and other basic information.

B. AE shall not condition rebate approval upon the customer's current electricity usage.
AE should require the contractor to provide values for expected usage and production
1o the customer. AE may warn the applying customer if proposed arrays exceed a
certain percentage of the customer's present electricity usage, to help the customer
understand that they may be buying more solar and/or battery equipment than they
may need,

C. AE shall not place additional requirements on the installation or parts used other than
those covered by normal inspection.

2. Consumer Protection




Update - Australia Research

| emailed 12 large Australian solar providers — got no responses.
| called 9 Australian solar providers, and obtained the following information:

Solarbright.com.au:
*  Spoke with Nicholas
*  When asked why he thought Australia’s solar adoption was so far ahead of the USA, he noted:
* Incentives (did not say how much)
*  High energy prices driving up demand
* Inspections are not mandatory - regulatory has relaxed over the years - large driver
» |lasked about costs, if $1 USD per watt was realistic, Nicholas said:
e  That’s high, $0.50 USD per watt is common
* Hesells 5 kW systems for ($3,500 AUD) $2,250 USD

Solar Power Direct:
*  Spoke with Adrian
*  When asked why he thought Australia’s solar adoption was so far ahead of the USA, he noted:
*  Electricity rates high, return on investment
* Incentives, 6.6 kW system would net $2k direct to the installer, some discount passed along to
* | asked about costs:
*  Hethought $1/W AUD ($0.64 / W USD) is realistic
e Hewould sell a6.6 kW system for $3,520 USD
*  He pays about $115 USD for a 450 W panel ($0.25 / W)
*  Regarding Inspections:
* Relyontheregulatory landscape for the components, with random inspections




Update - Remote Inspections in Texas

Utilities — two largest in TX Municipalities in TX
\ \

Oncor CenterPoint
Fort Worth — Ongoing now

c P 15 other Texas cities implementing in the future

A remote inspection standard exists!

NFPA 915, Standard for Remote Inspections

SKU: 91524

List Price: USD $157.00
For Members: USD $141.30

Edition
2024

Select Format

Considering for the Remote Inspections
future happening now

@ Digital Edition available with NFPA LINK®
Plans starting at USD $11.99/month

Introducing NFPA LiNK®, a breakthrough digital platform providing instant access—via your favorite
device—to over 1,500 NFPA® codes and standards, plus exclusive expert commentary, visual aids, and
more.

() Print and Other Formats USD $157.00

Choose Your Plan
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