MEMORANDUM

TO: Mayor and City Council

THROUGH: Dr. Eric Anthony Johnson, Assistant City Manager P4 e
FROM: Lauren Middleton-Pratt, Planning Department Director —“y
DATE: May 16, 2025

SUBJECT: U.S. Census Bureau Update - City of Austin National Ranking

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update on the U.S. Census Bureau’s
release of population estimates for U.S. cities and towns, and where Austin fits alongside
the nation’s largest cities. It also follows up a previous memorandum from March 13, 2025
summarizing population estimates for metro areas and counties.

Background

Following each decennial census update, the U.S. Census Bureau provides a variety of
annual updates and data releases, including population estimates through the Bureau’s
Population Estimates Program. The newly released data from the Population Estimates
Program is crucial in determining how the federal government proportionately distributes
billions of dollars in grants and program funding for social services, community
development, and the construction of schools, roads, and hospitals. These estimates build
on data from the Census Bureau that plays a central role in redrawing boundaries for
representative districts for the U.S. Congress, Texas Legislature, and Austin City Council
districts. In addition to the population estimates, this release also includes data on the
number of housing units added at the national, state, and county levels.

City of Austin Population Estimate

On May 15, 2025, the U.S. Census Bureau released its 2023-2024 update, showing the city
of Austin added just over 4,000 residents between June 30, 2023 and July 1, 2024, growing
at a rate of 0.4 percent. The city of Austin is now ranked the 13th most populous city in the
country with a population of 993,588 residents. See Attachment A - Table 3. The 15 Most
Populous Cities. Although details of population change from migration versus natural
change are not part of the city estimates release, some information can be inferred from
the March release.



https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/pio/document.cfm?id=447136
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest/data/tables.html
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Population Change Analysis

The March release noted domestic migration to the Austin region was at an all-time low. In
fact, were it not for gains in international migration, Travis County would have experienced
population decline. Recent slower job growth in the region, especially in key driving sectors
like information and professional and business services, is likely contributing to Austin’s
slower population growth. While the economy and job growth are major drivers of domestic
in-migration to the city, affordability is similarly related to out-migration. Although Austin’s
rent and home prices leveled off during this time, they remain well over pre-pandemic
levels, which continues to challenge many households in Austin, particularly family
households of color. The overall slower growth seen in Austin is likely a by-product of these
two factors combined.

These rankings are not only reflective of the change in Austin’s population dynamics, but
also its growth relative to other cities. All cities topping Austin’s population saw larger
numeric increases and faster growth than Austin during this time. As noted in the March
memo, growth covered in the 2024 estimates are heavily weighted by immigration to the
U.S. between June 2023 and July 2024. In addition to faster and greater growth, most of the
cities listed above Austin on the nation’s most populous list have considerably larger
immigrant populations. With immigration as a significant driver of growth in the 2024
estimates, it is not surprising to see cities with well-established immigrant enclaves
benefitting more from this type of growth. Altogether, these findings highlight the strong link
between Austin’s growth and its ability to continue to attract workers to the region, grow its
diverse communities, and retain families through improved affordability.

Please also note, the City of Austin Demographics & Data Division in the Planning
Department produces internal estimates of Austin’s population. These internal estimates
indicate Austin had a population of 1,006,888 in 2020 and grew to 1,025,668 in 2023.
Updated internal estimates will be released for 2024 later this Summer.

Population Estimates of Surrounding Cities

Austin’s cooling pace of growth was mirrored in surrounding suburban cities in the Austin
metro area. Places like Georgetown, Leander, and Cedar Park have topped the list of the
nation’s fastest-growing cities in years past. However, this year, only Hutto, TX, in
Williamson County was among the nation’s top 15 fastest-growing cities. Hutto expanded
t0 42,661 residents, growing at a rate of 9.4 percent, making it the seventh fastest-growing
city in the U.S. Among cities in the Austin metro area, Leander added the greatest number
of residents, and Dripping Springs and Liberty Hill saw the fastest growth. See Attachment
B — 20 Most Populous Austin Metro Area Cities.

County Housing Unit Estimates

In addition to population estimates, the Census Bureau’s release included national, state,
and county level housing unit estimates. These estimates indicate Travis County had the 4"
greatest increase in housing stock among counties nationwide. Between June 30, 2023,
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and July 1, 2024, Travis County added nearly 22,000 housing units, growing at a rate of 3.4
percent. Only Maricopa County, AZ, Los Angeles County, CA, and Harris County, TX added
more units than Travis. During this time, the Austin metro area counties added a total of
38,079 housing units, 57.8 percent of these were units added in Travis County, 22.6 percent
in Williamson, 13.1 percent in Hays, 3.8 percent in Bastrop, and 2.7 percent in Caldwell
County. Caldwell County had the 4" fastest increase in housing stock of counties
nationwide, growing at a rate of 5.7 percent. Burnet County, just northwest of the Austin
metro, had the third fastest increase, increasing its housing stock by 6.3 percent.

Following this release of place level data, the U.S. Census Bureau will release estimates of
demographic characteristics for the U.S., states, and counties in June.

For more information, visit AustinTexas.gov/Demographics.

Should you have any questions, please contact Lila Valencia, City of Austin Demographer,
at Lila.Valencia@AustinTexas.gov.

cc: T.C. Broadnax, City Manager
Erika Brady, City Clerk
Corrie Stokes, City Auditor
Mary Jane Grubb, Municipal Court Clerk
Judge Sherry Statman, Municipal Court
CMO Executive Team
Department Directors


https://demographics-austin.hub.arcgis.com/
mailto:lila.valencia@austintexas.gov

